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PEEFACE. 

Ik acceding to suggostiona that a further 
use ehould be made of theac contributions,^ 
some other papers aro added. A f<^w, lik^ 
the first on Ritualism, have a general bejiriiig 
beyond our Society, Others, specially, are 
related to it, and touch subjects not ea^y to 
be treated with the general acceptance evtin 
of Friends. But it ia more than allowable, 
for it may be useful, to '* compare notes," ttn 
such aubjccta ; so long as nothiug is advanced 
"against the trutli/' or that cannot he sheTn 
to be *' according to the Scriptures." 1 could 
n<jl UEidcrtJike to cut and carve these papers 
to make them into a more readable liook; 
though quite aware that those embracing 
aomc special toptca can have no interest for 
the general reader. w. k 



• To "TheFrieJid'flERnmiTifir," *"rhe BritiBh Friend," and 
''Tilt Friend," which, hy hwriDg mlreadj ^ablLahi^d rhtm, rc- 
movi< thpifi froni the sphBrt, ceitninl^ a laboriouE though a 
deaiTLblc n]]t!, at piivAtc ciT^:'alatLOIL No atttiapt is mfulc to 
ftllcr their tJitejujHjiu character by iLb aligLttal rttfiUfilimv,' 
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I' ART L 



Thoitgh, strictly, llif^ root of all error is in 
the corruption of human nature, yet if we 
look for the predisposijig and formal cauBt- of 
Eitualism — that out of whieli it has gT'own — 
Vfc find it in the ftiet that sonic obatrv-ancc 
of an outward l:)aptism and supper havin*^^ 
obtained in the transition -period of the infant 
church, was exited into pLTmaueucy, and 
expajided into lituaJ, It is the doctrine of 
Christj and not the judgment or conduct of 
His church, thnt God eonserv^aa frtim ^ttot. 
He prca:.^nt3 truth tLntatively to mitn, even 
from Eden ; and if, when we see the conse- 
qnencee in the church aa well as in the world, 
we are ready to lament that He does not force 
truth upon man, we must rest m His wilL 
Ohjectious can only be aileucedj and doubts 
only traaquilliaed, by this acquiescence in the 
will of our GoA 

X 
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TlicT*; wfts doubtless an athletic contest 
between tbo powci-a of dai-lmess and of light 
tu impede the establialinieut of a pure Cliria- 
tiauity, and to corrupt it at the fountain, i 
venfcuie bihelii-ve that t.lie infant diurt4i was 
snctresHfnlly assiiultedon its weak and judni/- 
ing eide^ by the teniptiition to assume that 
material elements in outward rites ^ere tn 
Irt! peipetuatixl imdor the gospel diepcnPaticD, 
wUicL is *'mther glorious" because it Is a 
'■niinistratu»n of the Spirit/' It purports to 
be ad miniate i-wl thrcmgh the iSpirit^ by (■hrlst 
Himsi.'lf as HeaLl of the ehureh, Higii Priest of 
our professLon, find BJaliop tjfsoLds, Its whole 
I'hamcter is iiremodiably changed, material- 
ized, iind confused, by this perpetuation of 
"the eleraenta" in the spiritual hou?c. No 
matter how sinipk' was the first form of their 
use. By the sure law of a development tiiat 
would expand witli the increasing comiplinu 
ot the church, awif eitemul obBerv^nee would 
shdo into an "ordinance," and then into 
a "sneinment" Bctivccn the easentiality of 
" sacTftuicnts " and the whole ceremonial <>f 
Ritualism, I ace no stopping-place ; and, 
Iiil^cully, I lielieve there is none. Indeed, 
except in the one point of carrying out the 
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extreme litual of Ikunc within and in the 
name of a church that hjia certainly put forth 
anti-Roman protests, the llitiialista seem to 
me leae blameable ttan they are commciiily 
consulered. Atall eA'^iits, tlifi/uve-. consistent, 
and iheiv systt-'m coht-res, if outward elements 
have, on the authority of Christ, the abiding 
place in His church which ie dl but univct- 
aally given to them by ProtcsttLnts themscIvt'S* 
Under the conditions of human natui'e, ac- 
cording to the tempcianients of men and thfj 
phasea of their times, the abuse of such ele- 
ments may bo pronounced to be, in the long- 
run, absolutely inseparable from their use. 
Even human eagaoity might foreaee that 
aocramental bread would riac to the stupen- 
dous idolatry that has madf^ h^voeof Chrialeti- 
dom ; and that baptismal wat^^r was t]ie 
spriug of a flood that shoidd eubmt^rge a pure 
Christian! ty. 

Can it, then, be believed that the Lord 
Jesus, who, jis perfect G <xi no less than perfect 
man, saw the end from the beginning, did 
ever institute au outwaH ftupper and bajitiam^ 
wha,tev(.ir may Imve been the inferences and 
Ciinstruetions, even of the early church ? 

The consensus of the churches, to the pre- 
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sent hour, avails not with those who, after 
patient acarcbiDg of the Scriptures, have 
ajrived at the conviction that this consensua 
19 contraiy to the mind of Christ. In like 
maxmi^r, the £ew who hold that His law for^f 
hida men to kill ona another iu war, cannot™ 
give np that beliof because the churches and 
their ministers believe and teach othernnae ; 
but muat hold their own conviction that this 
killing ia not a Christian ordinance, unique 
and almost grotesque aa their peculiarity maj 
seem when opfKised to the cunseusua of their 
fellow-prtjfeasora- Of course, had there been 
direct evidence that our Lord designed to 
ritualize, by the elemente, Hia spiritual dia- 
ponaation, we must have accepted that desigi^B 
as one of the myateriea of the faith. 80 also 
muat wc have ignored all contrary deductions, 
whether from the very nature of a aplritnalH 
administration, from the tenor of gospel teach- 
ing, and from the analogy tliat coniparea^ 
epiritual thittgs with gpiritujil. Or had th^| 
apostles given such dii^ect evidence, it would 
be conclusive upon those who receive the 
revelation that the holy city of trath hati 
twelve foundations, and in them the names 
the twelve apostles of tlie l^amb. But if it cj 
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be sliown tLat no such direct evidence is to 
be found in the New T^atamcnt, then t!ie 
dispensation of tht; gospel becomes, as the 
niiLiiatration of the Spirit, homogeiieoiis aBtl 
consistent. 

But otherwise, while we must receive what- 
ever ia clear ui»on the record, the importation 
of the ritual into the epiritual would atill 
remain a marvel for the exercise of the moat 
submissive faitiL Our Lord remoriiably 
avoided all insLiLuteH in relation to the set- 
vit*ea in Hia chui"t^h. So far as we know. He 
did not prescribe oven any mode of its wor- 
ship : He emphatically taught that it must 
Ije in spirit and in truth, but left the matter 
there. Ho has rcveolcd that Hia supper ia 
spiritual ("I will come in to him, and will stip 
with him, and be with Me," Rev. iii. 20); (ind 
His baptism, the " one baptism " that abides, 
LB administered by Himself exeluHively. It 
ia Hia own distinctive prerogative, and, being 
a divine ministration, it marks Sim ob the 
Son of Godp John's testimony ia precise and 
unmislakeablft, "He that sent me to baptize 
with water, the same said unto me. Upon 
wbom ihou shalt sgh the Spirit descending, 
and remaining on him, the same is He which 
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baptizeth with the Holy Ghost : and I 
^ik1 hsLt'Ji rec'oi'd that this ia the Son of God "* 
(John i. 33), And if the disciplesj after tbat 
pouring out tipon them of the same Holy 
Ghostj cODscc[uent on the a&cecBion of JeBua, 
wore to perform the same and even " greater 
works," was it not hy bemg *' endued with^j 
power from on high " to preach haptizingly, ^B 
that, !ia they epoke, tlie Holy Ghost might 
fall on them that heaid their words ? 

Ci^itainly our LortVa matmer of dealing 
with His diseiplcBsecniB greatly condescending 
to tlieir judaizing wcaknijsa. Foreseeing the 
rinomalies of their transition-period. He ap- 
penre to allow them. He even coiik'Tiiplateft 
their continuance of Mome sort of pasaovei 
supper, without robuke, while admonishin; 
them, ao long as they did continue it (** so oft 
as yo do it"), to do tt uot in prospect, but in 
retrospect, of Hia death. It might be, as 
appears by the cont*'_\t, a life-long ol>serv- 
anee by those to whom Ha B|Kjke, till He 
come and received them unto Himself, Aa 
all things, were to be brought to remem- 
brance by the Spirit, in that miuiatmtion of 
the ypii'it " rather '* than all otheiB '^glorioua,*' 
it certainly would appear a signal wonder 
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if tliera liiid Wu an institute for p*ri'ioiUeal 
rcraliidcra, by outward ajinlhila, of ihi* 
grand event of all I Thnt event imvst lit- 
at tLe heart Jind abide in the memor}" <if 
every niio wlio has fouiid hy his Saviours 
deuth rt^coneiliiLtiori with GoiL It is birs 
tbemo, biB rejoicini^, and his continual feast. 
He needa aa much that he flliotild be reminded 
of his dttily uieal, as of the nect^attit}' of hi*^ 
faith to feed on the atonement. The '' deeeria' 
accomplished at Jerusalem" is ao absolutely 
the Very keyatonu cf our Oliristianity, uiid tJir 
(centre of i>ur hu|Je, that it eiinnot fad tu In* 
constantly preaent to the LelieviT, A« it was 
the subject of Mosca and Elijah on Mount 
Tabor, so it ia, and must Ix?, in the perpetual 
remcmbranec of the tme Ohristian. Not only 
his noLuiahment, but hia life, depends upon 
his spiritual feeding on GIn-ist his pLiaaovet ; 
so tliJit it were a luarvellous thing if ritual 
elt^menu hadbeeu ordaiueJ Ui reuiiud him of 
w^hat, in the very nature of tbiu^. In? u:iuuot 
forget- And, but for the tendenej'- of man to 
eatch at the outward and aubptitutive in re- 
ligiou, it would Ix! iuserutiiblc that belief in 
these " ordinancea " sliould Iiave gaiued a liuhl 
so general even upon those in other respeets 



apiritually-mindetl Such an all but um^'ersal 
roiiaeueu.s has even Ie<il some to di&inist their, 
owti nmvii.'tiQiia, aiul to conform ; but tli*i 
only fouml/'the elements'* aa a cloud upon 
the sense of an inward feeding upon the" 
hnjkcu budy and shed blood of theii" Lord; 
!ind have uow to plead, with thosG ^ith whom 
they cnnuot see, that " whatsoever is not or) 
tiith ia sin." 

Tht^re is no need to elaborat.e upon water- 
l>aptism. The apoatlt-'a direct t*:stlmony to 
the "one baptism" under the gospel has 
1x'».'ii iiliViLdy noticed, All that can W 
found in tho Hvw Testament in favour 
'}t' the outward rite is satiaficd by the ad- 
nuaflion thut the water of proselytism to th&' 
ni*w ivligion of Cliriat w:w not fiirbidden to 
•K'W itr tiiMitile. In fact, in ita tL-mjjtirary 
]»lat'L\ out^de of the new and infant Chris* 
tendoni, it waa a conforfsiou of "faith tJjward 
»>ur Lord Jl^qils Christ," ae the baptism of 
Jolm Imd l>ccn of '*rtpentjLnec towai-d God.'' 
The Foivrunner continued a rite, already ia 
u*?, ftud understood by the pi-oselyte of hia 
daV- to the "' rightemisniss " uf which day it 
wji» L'oufined. Cbriat submitted to it as a 
\nxn of **all rightt^ouflnesi*," but ao obviously 
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before {lis own religion hud taken shape or 
pla^c, that to Hia n'hgion it cannot l>o hcKl to 
belong: "aufFcr it to l>e so now," In an 
eatabliahed Christiunit}' we hare to do with 
one who r.amt aftt-r John, who la mightier 
than he, aad wliose haptir^m is in.»t with water. 
It is tru*? that these '' saciameiitiil '* ritoa Lave 
lasted long ; but if the white robe of the 
uiiurch wua early rent, and these patches made 
the rent worse, antiquity only proves that 
patrhea may last long, and holes stilt longer. 
Tht! strifes and controvefyiea about these 
material tiling, when once imported into 
the spiritual house, have portentously oeeu- 
pied eccleeiastical history ; and filled with 
bloodshed and war, with pcreccution and 
martyrdom, an awful record too long to be 
iinroUucL Eliraiuate the two "sacraments" 
from the ChriBtiiui syBtem, and no such record 
of spiritual wa-keduesH in high places, and of 
wrong and insult to the cause of Christ, would 
have existence, to the reproach of His holy 
rcHgioB. Uncc make ''the elements" in the 
hand of the priest absolutely caacntial, and it 
ber-omea no vain assumption that he hoHs 
the keys. Then, quite reasonably, the word 
''church'' must lose its original and legiti- 
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mate aensc, and be rendereil " clergy." Thci 
** elements ' gave the liniitlle witli which 
Popeiy hafi so efFecLually wurked. Without^ 
them as a root antl a basis, whei'e would have^ 
hteji the "mass," or the substitute of ^'holy 
water" for the baptizing Spiiit? Tt^y 
materiiiliBcd a spiritiuil diiipeneation. and tho^ 
effects need not be recapitulated. 

Worship in spirit could no longer be cvei 
bclif'Vi?fJ iu, wlit^ii the mind had been familinr- 
ixAid with rituals^ and tnihR-J to LMirenioiiit-a, 
And the Church of Christy in which li^h<?ve] 
wei^ to be a kingdom of priest.^ as well aw 
holy Qiitiou. under the immediate nile, by thi 
Spirit, of her divine Head, lo*^t the impress 
her high and distinctive character. WhetL* 
she will put on, till iiiillenniiin iluyp, th( 
beautifid ganuf'Tit ofatme thtticra^^y undi 
the government of Christ, ia a deep and in' 
resting <iuoati<»n. But it ia, to say the least, 
grievous shortcoming on hei' part, that shr? 
intolcnmt even of the thcojy of that theo- 
cratic rule, which, when exempliiiiid in Israel 
of old, was the tyj* of hL-r hight-eit privllegtfB 
as the "Israel of God," One would indeed" 
suppose, by the way in which advoeacy of 
thift theory ia received, that it ia utopii 
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itfielfj and impraoticalile in its application. 
But it 13 neither wild nor mystical. All difi- 
orclers are most effectually rcpa^aaed by ca<:li 
member being subject to Christ ; and if it be 
njystical to believe tbat He is uear t^i direct 
in the eourstMind service of wurabip, it if* more 
BO to believe, as C!hri3tians do, that Hia guid- 
otiec, even in outward ttflairs, may be obtained 
by the soul that watchee unto prayer. 



IS THE CnUltCH OF OHliJST A 
TIIEOClUCYt 

Amtd the many queationa now afloat, one 
almost hesitates to ask another ; yet our 
times in the religion.'? sphere demand the in- 
<liiiry. Wlien the Saviour nf men and Head 
of Hia Church withdrew Hja personal pre- 
sence, it T\'a3 to make way for Hia presence 
by the Spirit in His Chm-eh, even to the end 
of the world. It ia hanl to imagine how, 
this being 3o,thei'e could be place left for any 
human government instead of the divine. 
And yet bow soon in tbe eai-ly Ohureh was 
the authority of man interpolated! In fsttt, 
so rife was error even in primitive times, that 
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pleas for abuses ia holy things can oftei 
sustnined br appeala to Chriatian antiquity. 
Human nature, ever prone to aubstitut-es fo|H 
ilifi siibstajice of tfligion, so early gave a 
prominence to outward observances that the 
Nf:^w Testament denies them, that theiG is no 
saftity in being guided by tho precedents of 
timca almost apostolic, or by any authority 
aupplemcntary to that of the aacred rtconi 
" There rauat be liei'eaiee," said the apostlejH 
speaking of bia own day, "that those tbat are 
approved among you may be made manifest." 
Among tbese came to stand conspicuous the 
esBcntiality of what arc called sacramcnta, 
and the interposition under tht; gospel of a 
human pi"iGsth>Dod. Men have got ao used to 
these heretieaJ daginaa, tbat trutii c:uncerning 
tbem ia startling enough. But it is needful 
to state this truth ; as, till it ia recop;iiized, 
there never will be such a theocratic Church 
upon earth aa our Lord doaigucd to ostabli&h. 
Is the Church of Christ a theocracy "J If 
so, Hcconstitutj^fl it,'* membc^ra liyau imme- 
diate miuiatnition of His own LipLism with 
the Holy Ghost And few things atteat more 
absoloti-dy the early corruption of the Church 
than the place in it which watcr-baptiam 
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soon aasumed. Tbc hictg token of going into 
the profeeaion of Christianity from Paganism 
or Judaism was not m<;rely to be perpetuated 
within the, Chriatiaji Cliurcli, in whicli, in the 
nature of things, it could Lave no rightful 
placL", but was to be io vested with sacnimeiital 
attributes. Y"ot this neod not aurpriae ua in 
' the caae of so maBterly a device for the pro- 
pfigation of substitutive religion* lis special 
capabilities, when once discovered, were sure 
to be raaiiitaincd in perpetuity, however 
temporary had been the true use of tbc figure. 
Can we telieve that he who would receive 
truth in that love of it which can auhmit to 
the baptizing work of the Spirit, will find or 
dceire to find any warrant on the record for 
the perpetuity of the elementary rite 1 Will 
he not heed the apostle a decision, that under 
the gospel there ia but "one baptism" into the 
one faith in the one Lord ? and perceive, un- 
miatakeably, that this must be tlie baptism of 
Chriat. "Ho eLall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost" — in Hiso%vndi5pcnaatioii,uadcr which, 
therefore, do place can remain for any other, 
la the C^lhurch of Chriat a theocrai^y? Yea, 
if the true initiation be ministered by Him- 
self through the Spirit — if mcmberaliip in it 
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etantU solely in the one baptism of the Holy 
Ghost by the hand of C'h™t. Ho clij not 
love Kis Church and give Himself for it that 
He might cleanBO it with a washing of water, 
whiL^li Hi3 nevLT ;ij1 ministered eve.u in His 
visihiiity, and whi'ii that haptiamiil water hnd 
a tc^mporary place. He loved Hiiu Church, 
and giive Himaelf for it, that He might 
sanctify and cleanse it witli the wa^^hing of a 
water tliat ia, hy the Word, quick and power- 
ful. It ia from Ilia holy heaven that He 
aheda tliia washing {whieh therefore cannfjt 
Ije with elementury wati^r) ; reserving to Him- 
self, who knowtth the hearts^ the p^^:;^^:^gative 
of admitting and constituting the members of 
His Church — created and Qtifitained by the 
washmg of regeneration and the renewing 
the Holy Ghost. 

Is the Churcii n{ C'lirist a theocracy? Y< 
if nmong its privilirges be a spiritual supper 
the LorI, which Hiiuaelf, ever present in His 
Cluiriih, dispensee, not by bi-oxid and wine, but_ 
by the gift oi discerning tho Lord's body, ani 
of a faith that fceila upon the ficsh that h' 
meat indeed and tho bloud that ia dj'ink_ 
indceA It tlie Churcrh of Christ be a tlied^^ 
pracy. He is present and ruling by thr Spirit 
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proceeding &om the Son and from the Father. 
And it Ls the mmLStration of the Spirit thnt 
ifl glorious, niaint-iiiiing a vital eommiiniftn 
between the Church a-od. its sacred Head. 
Here thert? is no plaee for ek'Uieuta wHeh Ho 
cannot immodijitely administer, and no suh- 
etitute for the niinlater of the sanctmiry aad 
true tabcmaclc, which God hath yntchyd and 
not man. liut did not the corniption of man 
and of the Chim.-h esjilaiu if., it would be a 
marvel how the apc^tle's doctrine i:oncern- 
ing this great Minister and High Prieat has 
heen ignored, aeeiug the emphasis he gives it 
by doelaring that '* of tie things apokcn" in 
Hehrews it ia "the sura/' The working of it 
ia brought home to ub in Scripture by the 
plaineat language, in various instances — per- 
haps in none more dislioctly than in that 
which rtdat^« to the Lord's true supper ; " Be- 
hold I stand ELt the door and knock. If any 
man hear My voicG, and open the door, I ^ill 
come in to him, and sup x^ith him, and he 
with Me," It ia very true tbat» at fii'at aight» 
Paul seems in one plficc to attach more im- 
port^Luce to some oiitwanl observance nf a 
flupper than consists with other Seripturos, 
Lth the acope of the New Testament, with 
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tlieniit.iu'e tjf a spiritual dispensation, and with 
the analogy of ^th. But is it not rathor that 
ho here vindicates hia not being a whit be- 
hind the chiefcst of the apostlea, by maldn^H 
it known that aa much had been immediately 
reveah:!d to him of what took plate at the last 
BUpptjr as was known to those Jtctnally present;] 
so that he had equal authority to repress dii 
ordt?ra while any aueh observance should 
continued? Thia docs not ncocaaarily imply! 
any increaac of authority to the obsorvnucej 
itaclt At the same time it ia evident thai 
our Ijord, knowing, if uot allowing, as to the! 
piussover (as well its other things), that tin 
disoiples would for a while maintain such oW 
servancea, condescended to instruct them that 
" flO oft as they did it»" they should cow do; 
it, not in anticipation, but in remembrance 
Him J thus shewing forth Hia death as Chrii 
our paasovcr sacriliced for ua, it might l»^] 
throughout their time/' till I come again am 
Puc4^1ve you unto Myself." Nor need w( 
Iiu3itat<^ to admit a primitive view, aa m 
unknown to Christiana now who neverthelees 
decline any outwa*\i i-itc — ^tlmt our wonted- 
"nicat and drink" may well typify the aoul'i 
true nutriment in feeding by faith upon tli 
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body tivdt was liroken and the l^loud that waa 
shed for us, Th4?re in y.biiiidaiit evidence that 
su('h a view prnvailtd in iipoatolic times, 
though no more than this be borne out bv 
what is commonly advaticcd as authority for 
a special institut^^. Adolphc ftlonod thought 
(aa appears in bis FartwcU to his Friends) 
that the primitive practice was to blend 
with evertj tneal the sar.rtid rficngiiitinn in 
question. ludeed, the^ru is aonieLiiiiig so re- 
pugnant in a acheme of stated, periodical 
rcmindcra of what a man that ia a Christian 
always rcmembcra, that only overwhetmiug 
proof could 3ulj3tantiato any such ^pcciui 
inatitute. 

Grievouftj indeed, it ia to sec how this uhnae 
has wnrkijd — first into an institute, tlien mUy 
essentiality ; till it became a key in the hand 
of the "sacrificing '^ priest, who in the maea 
pretendfi to offer continually the sacrifice of 
Him that, Scripture tclla us, wiis once offered 
for all. But it had the charm, anil still has, 
of substitutive religion, even in the milder 
forma; aod they who refuse to subniit the 
heart to conviction for sin, that ihey may 
I learn to feed by faith on the atonement for 
I sin, naturally prefer an outward ol^aerv- 
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anr^c. even if tLey dis in>t go the Ifingili of 
depeiiJ-icg solely ou the j-noiy of the 
priest. 

So mucli for a gl^mce into the widespread 
aiid devaatatiiig abuat-a wiiifh have resulted 
from the perpetuation, the expansion, and the 
exttl tatioii in U)es.^ciiLLal«iijrainentbt»fLwi3 tem- 
porary practieea, ao simple in their day — ^tlie 
one as commcmonttive instead of pfo?:pective, 
so long as anything in tlie nature of or ariaiflg 
from tlie paseover supper should be ohscrvcd; 
thu other as the mere token of coining into 
the same standing in Christianity wliieh over}' 
Line h;w now who is bum of Christian purtnta^i 
ill a Ohri.stian hind. ^H 

Is thi! Churoh of UirUt a theocracy ? That 
it is 80 is never more apparent t!ian in fdl 
that, aceorvUug Xg Now To&tameol ti^neliiu^ 
bolongs to tlie worship of God throtigh Jeaua 
Ohriat. and to the ministry and epiritnal 
Stfrvict; iu coniieetion with it. If the worship 
rauat be iu the Spirit, so must auch minist 
and aerviee be by the Spirit. This, we knouTj 
id aeknowledged (how»'ver iiieou.siHteiJtly^ 
eveu by tuitioual c-stablidiinH'nts wbieh take 
upon thomsclveB to ordain the minister, and 
to prescribe those services for him whi 
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uevertkelesa tUoy exact Hg Bhall profess to 
perform ^v the Holy Glioat. 

What is tlie true theory of the Kew Testa- 
ment ; and what was the simple practice of 
the pruDitivB CLriHiiiins, iii spite of all their 
teudenr.'ies to covniption and guvt ? Every- 
thing huD^ upon the doctrine that Christ 
was head over all things to His Church, 
in Hiti constant presence with it as the Bishop 
tL3 well as Shepherd of .^uls. Hie assurance 
that He is not only among even the two or 
three gatliered in His name, but witli Hia 
worsljjpping people rdw^ya evfti tu the end 
of the world — was nut iguored aa myatieal, 
liut iGceived as matter of fact. Thua, the 
primitive model is the company of the be- 
iie?era, meeting in auch an absolute depend- 
ence upon Him in their worship that no one 
In particular intruded or presiuned beforehand 
to prepaii^ a communicaE.ion for an assembly 
where all might pi-opheay one hy one, that 
all might learn, and all be comforted. Nay, 
ao simple was to be the dependence upon the 
immediate impreeaions of the Spirit, that we 
find the remarkable injuDction — '^ If anything 
be revealed to another that aittcth by, let the 
&rs% hold hie peace." Wbcn, however, we 
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look into the practice of the present professing 
churchea, we arc driven to the concluaion that 
there has been, intheirarrangementa, a morvol- 
loua departure from thi^ primitive model, ho' 
great soever the value that may he theor* 
ticall J" attached to Christian arliquity. And' 
if the true ground of the Chiiatian mmistry 
had been kept to, as the esercise of a GpirituiJ 
gift, can wo believe that tho handmaidcj 
upon whom (according to the express pr< 
diction of Joel as to these last days) th( 
Spirit was to he ho poured forth that the; 
should ].ircphesyj would have heeome al 
solntely excluded from any part in the libertyj 
of prophesying ? 

Is the Church of Christ a theocracy ? Yea, 
if the initiation into it the support of its lifej 
and ita spiritual aervicc»» arc the auhjecta 
Hifl own ministration and direction Ani 
this ia none the leas a truth for the fewueaaj 
of those who receive it. We may regret tb.**! 
they are few ; but when we consider the . 
general and natural tendency to substitutioaB^| 
in religion, we cannot wonder at it Recep-" 
tivcnesa of truth ia of alow growth ; and we 
must not marvel or fret if the witneases for 
truth long remain in a small miuority^ 
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WHAT AKE SOME OF THE PECULIAR 
DANGERS OF A THEOCRATIC CHUKCHI 

AssuMiNR the theocracy of the true Church 
of Christ which owna His abiding prcBcnce, 
and is subject to His immediate rule, what 
are the spf^cia] dangers that fnrm the eet-off, 
ill tins imperfc-ct state, to tlie privileges of 
such a church ? 

UulesB grace be maintained in the members, 
there will be a constant tendency to a hollow 
though high profession — to a mere form of 
godhnesa. Thr-t which grew out of life, and 
took shape in the frcahneaa of that life, may 
BubBlde into the deaden^t of all forme. To be 
freed from forms is doubtless no small de- 
liverance ; hut the advantage is lost when, 
with the abycnec of life, ever^'thing departs, 
and not even the forma of instruction remain. 
Nor can there be a more lamentable exhibi- 
tion, in all tlift range of false religion, than 
the upholding, by men who arenot apiritual, 
the standard of a high spii'itaalit.y. 

Aa respects, also, that department of order 
and government in the Church whieh is in- 
Btnimentally adminietcrcd, peculiar dangers 
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wait upon a prr)fas3edlj tlif^oc-ratic chure 
ITnlesa the members are not only quick o 
nnderatanding in the fear of the Lord, but 
deeply- grounded and settled in Chmtian 
humility, there will he, on the part of some, 
assumption of auperior light that may ^or 
into cLui-cli ]»ower of the woi'ai. dea^^ription. 

The domination of an open antl avow 
hierarchy in had ; but that of those who 
might assume that it is not they, but Christ 
in them, that would lord it over the bret 
would be iueotnparably worse. 

Yet there must be order, and the mea 
of maintaining it, in the Church : Goil is 
not the author of confusion : a ehureli with- 
out ordtr ia not of Him. And those u 
whom the upholding of it will natura 
devolve will Le eueh as are approved amon 
the brethren, having juet influonee by weight 
of Christian character. But, just in propor- 
tion as they who Lave attained thia standing 
depart from the meekness iiud gcnitleneaa of 
Christ, they lose their relation to Christ, ha 
no more the raind of Christ, are no longe 
safe niiideH, nor can exert a [^atheruip; an 
helpful influence over the body. The bad 
therefore^ of a light authority" in the Churc 
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so far aa it ia conmiitte'd to anj of tht^ 
menilnTR, is ;i f.l<."t']> Lumility iti tiie f(?ar of 
the Lord ; and they ^lio have this mark 
upon them will, while retaining tho con- 
firleace of tbo brpthn^n, lio preaervr^d from 
auj ill iifjG of that coiifitliiict', and hi general^ 
we may believe, from any important miatakcfl. 
For it is in meekness tliat wc leni'n of (Christ, 
and can Ik mado wise for the needs of His 
Church. The meek will He ^dde in judg- 
mont, and the meek mU Ha tfuch Hia way. 
There aro another act of diffioultice, if not 
of dangere, in a theocratic church (wlitrc 1-he 
judgment ia held to Uc with an Invisible 
Jlead, while it ia to l>e instrumentalJy ex- 
pressed), in regard to all that bolongs to 
deaiguiition to offices in the ehiu-eh, nod more 
especially to the call and qualifiestion of its 
ministers. Upon so doep and interesting a 
suhjeet, much might be ep*^culated, much 
might be written. But it ia beat to conftider 
it a3 simj^lj as we caDn Of course, for tliose 
tilings to be rightly done, there is aa absolnt*- 
dema.nd for sfurje gtjod nieaHure oF healtli and 
vitality in the eLun^h itself This b^ing eo, 
and there being that impartial it)', frcedoiii 
from prejudictf, and unclouded judgment 
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which health and vitality beatow, ihe propOT 
persona will geiif rally he perc?i?ived and 
si^IecteJ to fill tJte variaiis oflic*is. And even 
as ri3spL'ela the verj' nice and critital point of 
juilgment upon ministry, I see not but thiit 
thia also may Ih? Ix/at Kfolccd at with grcnt 
simplicitj^ Here, emphaticaliy, epiritual life 
imparting all that ia wholesome, candid^ 
and impartial, must he pre-aupposed in the 
lirsan^rs. Kow flsf^ can they l»e found in 
pusaession ot csipaeity for judgment ? It 
would be the mere theory or eemhiance of 
a church dcliberntion, without any practical 
validity. But, thcac indiapcnaablc conditiona 
;^aiited. the true rule for judgment may l>6 
found in those weighty words : ' If thine eye 
be single, lliy whole body shall be full nf 
lighl. ;' and, wltt^n this pi-ccbua experience? is 
vouchsafed, io aoawer tD bumble prayer, can 
we doubt that there will be a tolerably clear 
prirception of the nature and origin of the 
oflbriugA in c|nc3tion ? 'I'he mind that is 
ilaelf in worshipping order, and, m:^t of all. 
that is brought into ^orne correspondence 
witli the fuind of Christ, will Ijr likely tn 
diseern whether Buch offerings are in the true 
spiritual harmony, aa aurely they are whea 
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proceeding from the constraining^ of the lave 
of Christ, in humility and the fear of the 
Lord. What is obviously oL^jcctiouable will 
give rise to ro general a disapproval, that 
the agreement in its snppresf^lon clears the 
suhjeet of its gnivyr diffieultit^a What is 
doubtful must bo borne with. Eventually, 
Bomc precious fruit mnj come out, by a long 
proccsB ; and the ehureh must wtnt, and have 
long patieuce for it. Nor need the word of 
gentle care and tender eounael be wholly 
forboTue, though the sim and rain from on 
high, aiid the winds of heaven, both north 
and aouth, are the best nurture of the pre- 
eioua seed. 



THE ADVANTAGES OF INDniECT 
INSTRUCTION, 

Wb may not be always alive to these advan- 
tagpfi. ^-tmf. knowledge of our own heart, of 
human nature, of the world, might assist ua 
in discerning them. The young are more 
williuf^, often, to take in the religious teach- 
ing that reaches them laterally, than thsit 
whieh 18 specially addrcaacd to them ; and, 
in presence of a school, or of young people iu 
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a congregation, it I'equires a clear impreaaion 
of duly tu address them as a (•hs:i. TLere 
is more (iisposition to attend li> CluisLian 
exhortation in general than to pointed ad- 
monition : ill ths former case, the intelligent 
youDg, inipreesible by religioua" truth, will 
hear with, pcrhtips, more self applimtion ; in j 
the latter, they 'will often feel more lecturedB^ 
than ediiierl. There ia nefid of grestter faith 
in tlie marvellous adaptation of Christifmity 
— of its precopta n^ well ae ita doctrLnt-a — to 
all Ages and states, no less than to all sorta 
and conditions of meUn Let these doetrineft 
and precepts be li^dngly brought to viGw for 
the awakening and edifying, strengthening 
and comforting, oiall — and cJnrclaBaificcLtioaa 
and iippnrl.ioniiigs may l»e often better spared. 
But while tho'^e who are aL-ceaaible to 
direct iiiBtruction may reap mure benefit from 
tliat which is indirect, there arc those also to 
be considered who may in some rcapceta still 
require to be inatnictcd; and yet from their 
yc&ra, their chiiracter, their standing, a 
acareely approacha.ble by ilirect teachm 
Where such aft these, often the upright, 
faithful members, nay, tht^ very l>aekbone 
the church, have it in their hearts to promo 
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and countenance Scripture readbgs, eon- 
ductt'd by tlif coDip^-.tei itly liifltrLif^Uitl, great 
may lie the advaatage to themselves in en- 
couraging thase moc tings l>y tbeir attendance. 
Indeed, while one earmot nrge in<li3crnm- 
nately tlie ectting up of these Scripture read- 
ings in our Particular Meetings ; viiilc one 
sees that two elements, not always to be 
found, aii^ indiapensable ; the one a root of 
religioua fonceni somewhere, to give weight 
and permai3eiif?e ; the other enough of coni- 
poteneo eomcwhcro., intelligently and seriously 
to conduct {so to Bpeak) such a ScripturQ 
meeting; while one sees the CBSontioI need 
of these two elcineuta, tLud eamiot ihcrefore 
enforce a general compliance with the real 
demand for th^ae mceiJugH amongst ua — yet 
one cannot hut heheve that, in many casta, it 
would L>e a good day for ua when the mem- 
bers of Particular Meetings convened, in their 
entirety, for some portion of the year at loaat, 
for the social and reverent perusal and con- 
Bideral.ion of Holy Scripture- An Intelligejit 
and serious interchaaige nj.>on the Scriptural 
Buhject in hand might he inimua^urahly use- 
ful to the aged espedally, who had not those 
advantages of Christian instruction in their 
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youth which the adult, aa well as the young, 
of the presp.nf. gp-.neral.iun liave generally 
enjoyiic!. These liif-ti^r a.lso require to have 
iaterest and attainment ia these things kept 
up acd advanced. Nor can I feel sure but 
that, where eircuniBtfLnces allo'iv, it is almost 
a duty for achiiroh rightly declining to en- 
croach on the iminediate direction of Christ 
in worship by readings, even from the Bible 
itaeit', to nmke a atmngeffort for the bringing^ 
together of ita meinhers for united Scripture-^B 
reading ; while by such an obligation resting 
on iho church 1 only mean tliiit ^vhieh may 
rest lipou ParticuLir Mcctingfi, having no ^ 
view whatever to further action, even by way fl 
of advicCt much kfis of direction, on the part 
of the Yearly Meeting. ^ 

To return to the advantages of indirect" 
instruction. There have been times within 
recollection in which those requii'ed instnic-™ 
tion who could only have received it in- 
dir&ctly. If what a dear Friend and father 
in our church, well acqiminted with it CTen^^ 
in the beginning of thi.s eentury, once observed 
be correct, that (here was then a "" remarkable 
doctrinal apathy " ovei" th*j Society, we need 
not wuader tliat certain doctrinal diHicultiea, 



IWDrRECT INSTTITTCTION. 



disturbing ua even so late as thirty yeani ago, 
found some of those who dealt with them 
Bomewhat utifiiniisht^d for tli-^ occasion. Dut 
when Yearly Meeting carainitteea were re- 
solved into "schools of the prophets/' by 
reason of the elucidations which the gifted 
onea could supply in sifting thv^ perplexing 
raattcra before them, then, truly, Sowed forth 
an amount of instniction that could only 
Imvi^ reached, indirecfli/, those who had real 
DB^d to receive itj and for which, as the 
benefit ramified and extended, we have been 
the better ever euice. This leads me briefly 
to oxprcsa the sense thiit I Lave of the exceed- 
ing value of church conferences. We have 
been too ignorant of it, and have suffered loea 
accordingly. For instance, t.liongh I shall 
not at pnisent go into the subject, had tliere 
been any adequate prevailing sense of the 
essential benefits resulting fi-om free, diffusedj 
and healthy interchange on church matters, 
and, not Icixst, from tht; indirect instruction 
of which fluch interchange may be made the 
medium, thf^ important 'V.ouai deration of the 
Htfite (jf tlie Society" at the Yeaj'ly Meeting 
would never have found the linittation it has 
too generally done, to a BUeeeaeton of some- 
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what lengthy addresses ; but would hav< 
embraced the briefer contributions of a- wider 
area, and thus have been the chanuel for ^ 
com muni eating, it might be, from all thoflj 
Quarteriy Meetings, aome general expression 
of thti state, the needs, or even the diflieultiea^ j 
of the church. V 

Let Frieuda be more and mors willing, 
even in the intervals of Yearly Meetings, to 
give time and take trouble for church con-* 
ferencea; norletthcim everauppose they hava] 
teen held in vain, even wh:in they do n< 
isHtie in any obvious resulta or definite con- 
cMaions. 



WHAT IS THK HEST MODE OF PKOMOT- 
ING, WITHIN THE SOCIETY, WORK! 
OF CHillSTIAN CHAlilTV, AND KVAN- 
GELIZING ZEALf 

It haa often been a comfortj when somewhat 
saddened by a sense of the disproportion 
between our ability and our exertiona, ti^| 
htive thi; full belief that the hearts of not a 
few, wlio may not have yet entered upon a^ 
sphere of Christian work, do nevertheteevl 
vibrate to the call, " Go ye also into the vine- 
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yim.1." ' Tbe delaj in active obetiience liua 
not beeUj in many iuslaiicos, so much from 
alowiicsB of hoart to pursue, [la ivuin ^vant of 
clearneaa to dieccru, the special path of duty. 
The will wa5 pres(*nt, but how to perform 
was not fniinil ; and a senM; of tbatikful re- 
lief wad ft'lt, wliL-n, at Itjngth, the way to 
move wa3 plainly seen. 

Xothing lia,^ been more helpful in thie 
rospcct, thiin the light and inatruction shed 
upon thcac aubjoeta from the practieallabours 
ijf individiiah amongst ua, who liave fait.hfnlfy 
actfil out their owji i-onueni for the benefit, 
Bpiritiiid ami tt^mporal, of tliose arounil theiu- 
Little impression is inadti on tbe Society of 
Friends by hortatory stimulants to exertion- 
Moreover, it ie a body wbicli is ycry scneitive 
to the least attempt to ilrivc it any farther 
than it is disposed to go. But it ia inipreasible 
by facta, and acci^^ailjle to their teftehlng, 
Philaulhropy, in its liighesL form of Christian 
\vork, [»revails for our instruction, when, like 
tbe philosophy of hiator;^, it "teaches by 
examples," An adult Bcbxib nieetinga for 
the various classes requiring help, the mothtra 
as well as the rest ; cottage visitation, hihle 
in baud, of the poor and sorrowful, no less 
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than of the aick ; the. more publiii Scriptaire 
readings, all thesi? iinJ otLtT agifiicies, that 
are doing actual good, teD upoD the practical 
mind of the Society, with irresistible forcG of 
enlightenment and edification. And Bhould 
a recent movement result in inataneea of men., 
in heathen lands being brought, through th( 
instrumentality of a few associated Friends,' 
not to outward l)a[>tisni, l»ut t^j a trufi and 
purifying faith in Jesus, such a result would 
make a deep impression throucrhout the 
Society ; a,nd fun into a flame that fervour of 
true evangelizing ^cal which, in many hcartsi 
ifl already kindled. 

Few things would more effectually hinder, 
while aiming to promote, the apreading of< 
Buch zeal and Chriatian effort, than the. 
attempt to gain Society sani^tion for the ob- 
jects in view. In such an attempt there w^ 
long persistence on the part of the Temperance 
advocates ; but, until they desisted from it* 
tJipy did not get that holil u]XDn oinr members, 
which now, through independent action, theyH^ 
have so larg(?ly and firmly obtained. To^l 
shape and eonsolidate into a judgment of the 
body all the honest diversities of sentiment, 
and ahurica of j^eutiment, :^mon'r»t us, is a 



■WORKS OF CEItlSTIAiT CHARITY. 



37 



that the Yearly ileeting, moat wisely, when 
it can evade a coneluBion^ dcclinea to under- 
take. And, undoubtedly, the deeply inte- 
resting objects iu question will, within our 
borders^ be moat advanced by the steadfast 
and independent at^tion of individuals, in 
carrying out their own couvictiona of duty in 
relation to them. Church sanction, sought 
but denied, would be sufficiently damping; 
and, if extorted, would only work prejudi- 
cially, wanting the weight of general and 
<^rirdial adhesion. But the healthy, un- 
trammelM aetion of thi; ''concerned" m^m- 
bers in ChristiaTi effort works like lenven in 
the church, drawing into sweet aceord in the 
I appreciarion of such effort ; if it do not, 
t eventually, *' leaven the whole lump." 

1^ ON GOSPEL MINISTRY. 

Observe Peter's account of his own : '' As 1 
began to Rpeak, the Holy Ghost fell on them 
as on us at the l>eginning. Then remembered 
I the word of the Lord, how tliat He said, 
John indeed baptized with water, but ye 
shall be hapti^^cd with the Holy Ghost." This 
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is jwiiited and expreaa to desci'ibe a bapti 
ministry. Such a ministry, iii its efficacy 
both for conviction and iliuinination, baptizes 
into the names of the Fatlier, of the Sod, and 
of tLo Holy GhoBt. It bringa home the love 
of GcKi, in not sparing for us His own son ; 
tlie love of Christ Jesus who gave Ilimaelf 
for ua; and tlie love of the Spirit in quick- 
ening thfi soul, and drawing it to the Saviour, 
Such a miJiiatry, wlian mixed with faith in 
them that hear, brings also into belief in the 
immodiato work of the Spirit of God on the 
spirit of man, in conversion and eanctification; 
aa well as into belief in the atonement of the 
Bon, and in the free mercy, through Him, of 
II partloning and a reconciled God- Now, 
upon these words of Peter there ia no room 
for question that to preach baptizmgly was 
the apoattjlic mission, baptizingly, not, as ha 
aaya, with water, but by the Holy Ghoat, 
For though, then, in lands unchristianizcd, the 
proselyte might not be forbidden to become 
by " water " an open confessor of Christ, it ift 
evident that Peter, in this place, insists that 
his prc-aching ministered a bajitif*m of the 
Spirit. He thus throT^'s a clear light, a!3<>, 
upon tlic true nature of the great commission, 
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"Go ye and teach all natioiLs^ baptizing/' 
&c, — Matt, sxvii, 19. 

But what ia all this, it may be nekcd. to 
the point of a, miaiatry such as ia to be looked 
for in the preseat day '# It ie greatly to tbo 
point, if it describe tbe primitive model. We 
are not to decry that stiiodni'd, if it be the 
true one, because we may not espeet it to be 
fully reached ; and one of the most likely 
means of there being, even now, aomc good 
approach to it, ia by keeping it honeatly and 
steadfastly ia view. It ia true that all the 
prevalent ideas, touching the preparation and 
<|ualifi cation of ministers, will be thereby 
subverted; but truth, on this class of sub- 
jeutBj can only emerge by a process that dis- 
turhfl much complacency and many prcpos- 
sessious. 



THE MT?^STRY OF THE WORD A CrFT 
m PJiRrETUITY TO THE CliURCR. 

It ia to bo observed that we do not And in 
the New Testament that diacsteom of '* worda" 
which eoinc have auppo3cd to be a mark of 
superior spirituality. They who ai-e dia- 
tinguiahcd by the liulding of "spiritual views," 
who maintain that tbe Gospel dispensation is 
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Spirit uOpU J" administer edj have need to 
of BpiritualiziDg tlie doctrine, Ets well 
dispeEsation, of the GJospel. We ar 
to imap;ine that we can mend the plain teach- 
ing of the Now Testament by our refinemen 
upon ita directncaa and simplicity. Let 
settle it in our minds that w^hat is scriptur. 
ia spiritual- 

Not only does Scripture attach vast 
portance to " words/' but also to their hoing 
spoken by men to men. An inatrumGntal 
minietrjj man Bpcaking "words" to man, 
belongs to the law of that house of which 
Christ is the EcarL One might have thought 
that the angel of God who appeared to 
Cornelius (Aets X- 3-G) coiilJ have be 
charged with the njesaage inat^^ad of bei 
merely employed to command the presence 
of the humao messenger. But the message 
itaelf, the CJospel meaaage, ia reserved for the 
Up of man. The tongue of an angel frotn^l 
heaven may put Cornelius in the way of ob-^^ 
tainiDg the glad tidingft, but Peter muat^i 
proclaim them, Tlie angel said, " Send men^H 
to Joppa, and rail for Simon, whose surname ' 
is Peter, who shall tell thee * words ' wherebyj 
thou acd all thy liouso shall be saved. 
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IIow fitrikingly daea this very simple abate- 
raent of tli*^ outwai'J m«?aiia tliviuely ap- 
pointerlT rebuke a spurioua apirituaUty I Ami 
it 13 the mind that knows the moat of Laving 
its thoughts under captivity to the obedience 
of Chriat, thftt can beet submit its oyni 
apprehensions of what is " spiritual " to the 
will and wisdom of God. When, in the 
wisdum of GotI, the world by wisdom knew 
nt»t Godj it pleased God by the foolishneBs of 
prGfiching to save theto that believe. Not 
foolish preaching, however, though by the 
world counted as fooliahneas. x\verage 
abilities, common sense, knowledge of Scrip- 
ture, religious expcrieucc— all these bo 
operated on by the influence, and under the 
call uf the Spiritj as ta give uDotioo in the 
delivery — conducre to a miniatrj' that is with 
the spirit, and with the understanding also. 
And aucb a ministry cotomenris itself to the 
understanding iia well aa to tbo spirit. The 
Head of the church could instruct ua im- 
mediately, alone and to the exclusion of 
iustrumentj^, if m it had pleased Him ; but 
He sees meet to call, qualify, and empkiy his 
udiiist<?ra, with whom He will be alway, even 
to the end of the worJd. 
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OTITIRCII DIFFTCITLTIES. 

CffDRtTH difficultiefl and diemiities will occa-. 
sion suffering, severe almost in proportion 
the church is small ; for, in this case, the 
seem like inroads upon family harmony, and 
tho contraat with the former concord and 
confidence is exceedingly painful. This will 
lead, ■without gir^t watchfulness, into an 
anxiety borderiog on impatif'nce ; jluiI there 
is apt to Ije a, feeling iifter outward remedies, 
"which is little better thaji labouring in th 
fire, and getting weary for very vanity. 
ThcBG trials do not always arise &om tho 
ciuses to which they are attributed, and it ia 
wise to trace them to their root ; a process 
which Diay tend to resigiia,hloo under them, 
by diseovoriiig the faet thut they nre utterly 
beyond human conti-ol. They spring froua 
spirits no longer tender, and from \vill3 no 
longer aubjugated. It is not those memhers 
of the church who retam the dew of their 
youth, who seek the continued viaitation, an 
submit to the renewed baptism of the Spiri 
it is not these Unit make difficulties and dia- 
ujiiti^s. Self-preference and a judging mind 
mnke them : the mind that " exacts conformity 
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with its own imperfect light." C'harity does 
not sumve humilit}', and the law of kmdaesF? 
is made void. Now, 13 this a at^ate of things 
that can be availingly met by external trcftt- 
ment ? Of what value are auch remedies itnd 
overturea, when it is the Immaii lieart that 
has to be dealt with? "When aelf-a^iaertiou, 
the sure index of declenaion, is setup in those 
who may have the power of distui^bing the 
church ; and when thia resulta in tt^c breaking 
of the law of love, then the patient and the 
discerning do not fret or contrive, but resort 
to the aeeret appeal, "It ia time for Tliee, 
Lord, to work, for they have made void Tliy 
law!" It ia felt that thti ti-eatment of the 
case must be left to the hand of the Lord, 
who tumeth the heart of man, as the rivers 
of water, whithersoever He will. There is, 
then, a ceasing from effort that may irritate 
but cannot cure. And ao far as, in our own 
atill-favoured Soi;iety, we may be tried with 
any remnant of aueh difficulties, it is probable 
that by giving ourselves, not to expedients, 
but to prayer, the interposition of the blessed 
Head of the Church might be kno^n to eom- 
poae all remaining diflerencea. He sits King 
for ever upon all the Oooda ; and can yet 
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pi"Oclaim, with the word of a King, " PGaec, 

be still," to eveiy atorm that troublca tho 
church, aa to evi^ty commotion that disturbsj 
f.hc ecu]. 
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THE PUlirOSES AND PROSPECTS OF THE 
SOCIETY OF FRIENIKS. 

I PRoroaE to attempt some reply to tvvi 
queatioa^ : — lat. For what parjioses was thafc] 
association formed whirh took the name of 
" Frieads V and, 3iid, what are tlia prospeeta 
of this Society aa to the carrying out of tboaa 
purposes ? 

] Bt, For what purposes was that associatioi 
formed which took the name of '* Friends V 

They wlio conic out from the profeeami 
churches in this country, towards tlie middld'j 
of the seventeenth century, under the cou- 
victioD that those cimrchea sniothered ratlier^i 
than upheld spiritual religion, natui'^illy, A^^| 
they found one another out, beeamu united ^^ 
in the commoD bond of eoeking something 
bettor than that wliieh they had loft bchini 
Thus an association, but not a sect, 
g:ra<lual}y formed, whose main 2>tf)-pose waa, 
uoiveraal evangelization. For I c^in no' 
otlierwiae inUiTpret tliat call to come unt 
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Christ Himself, 



from aJl the false 



.imse, 

ligiona of Chrieteodora aa well ns of Hoftthcn- 
dom, which ccrtninly diatingiiiahcd those who 
were thus associated. They had no idtia of 
congealing into a aect, though they found 
tlierasrlves hounrl together in those sweet 
bonJa of fcllowKhlp which peraueutiou only 
drew closer. But their zeal was unhounded 
in this eall to their ftillow-men to come unto 
Christ, tho living subatance ; to eit under 
Hia teaching ] and to know for themselves 
that He hatli the words of eternal life. Their 
aiiceessors, in our own day, may hn apt to 
sinilt at some of their efforts, as well as their 
expreasiouf^. Mi.sHicns all over the world, to 
Pagiiii and Mahometan, to Negro and Indian, 
to Sultan and to Pope, nuty scorn strange enough 
to the le,'^ earnest and eclf-aaerificiug ; and 
the "uuiversai apiiit/' reeogniaed as ao essen- 
tial hy thcpe early pioneers, ni;iy sound 
quaintly in uindern ears; IjuI all this poiiila, 
emphatically, to their one grand p^w/jose, the 
emancipation of mankind ircm falsG religions, 
by bringing them to the knowledge of the 
truth, that the truth miglit make them fi'ee. 
It may even be doubted whether, bad not 
tftat appeared in their midat which called for 
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repression, they would liave turiiad, as aooi 
as they did, from the great work before them 
in **thc field of tho world," to give attootion 
to mattera of order fLiid discipline among 
themaelvea, 

Kegulationfi imply organisation. The^ 
may l>e inevitable, Lut are often aafeguai 
from danger, rather than signs of life 
Organization attracts attention to iteelf ; am 
so far as it is narrowing, is unfmitful."" 
Strongly pronounced, it produces diaciplin- 
ariana rather than erangelista. But if some 
mistakes, in this diTectioUj did mark a period^^ 
within our reeollectiou, as the resiiltft of rules, 
at once stringent and minute, it should be 
also remembered that for great mistake 
there wero great cxcusca ; and that it 
cornea ue, in the relief of the pi'cscnt, to ma 
just and candid allowance for the past. 

It ia with the present, however, that 
have io do, wliile we imjuiie^ 

2nd, What are the proapeetsof theSoci 
aa to the canning out of the original purpo 
of its association ? 

I venture to think, notwithstanding o 
small and reduced numbers, that these p 
speets ai'e fair. The religious inquiry th 
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now marka ua, dot-s not iippear to me to be 
so distinct from roligioue life as soma may 
have appcebeadcd. In the progroBs of that 
sound education which developea mind, which 
tenches to thijdx, and which exorcises thought, 
it becomes lesa and less likely that all wiil 
think alike. Under such a process, union 
ujMjn tbe leading views of our own Church is 
often greatly intensified ; while, at the same 
time, the space occupied by private judgment 
on leeeer points* requires t^ be enlaj^gcd. 
Subject to these conditioua (find there is now, 
in general, a very checifid submission to them 
on the part of our Friends), the prospects for 
the ChriahiaHii usefulness of t.be Society are 
not only fair but hopefuL What has 
prompted the self-denying labours of our 
young fi'ienda in Fk-at-dny Schools, especially, 
and in other departments of Chriptian work, 
but that concern for the eouls of othcra which 
may be regarded, not only aa a token of re- 
ligious life, but as a return to those tii'st 
principles and first piirpoaea which ha,d no 
limit abort of universal evangeliaation ? \Oiat 
has led many amongst us into religious con- 
cern to gather the neglected and the outcast 
to Scripture rending and instruction ; and to 
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carry to the abodes of age, of sicknesa, and of 
wretchedneas, the mvitatiuiiis nm\ consolations 
of the Gospel ? AVhjit lias raised a lively and 
growing interest on behalf of the lesa en- 
lightened in distant lands ^ What, but a 
mcafinrc of the conatraining love of Christ? 
In these indications, which arc the Bigns of 
our times, may we aot see prei>ariitioE to 
fulfil the original purpose of calling aouls 
unto Christ ? Tliis call, announced in the 
simplicity that ia in Him, necessarily rebuked 
formality, and condemned the general apos- 
tacy. But the true mission of the first 
'* Friends " (and we shall scEircely understand 
their character and course without taking 
this into account) "was rather to grapple with 
Antichrist than to conaolidfite a polity of 
th«r own. Their conflict in the war with 
orror went far beyond the unfurling and 
defending of the banner of truth. They 
contended more than organized ; and aggr€4^| 
sion, not construction, was their conccni^^ 
There secma, now, some revival of their spirit, 
subject to tlie limitationB which time and 
experience Lave imposed. And, as this spirit 
pervades the body — as it bee-omes animal 
by the \'ivifying love of Chriat — its purpt 
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and true aiissioD will, according to Its measure, 
be carried out. There ia notting in its 
principles to obstruct, but cTer^'thiog to pro- 
mote Hq onergy and efficiency ibr the spread- 
icg of the truth as it is in Jesua, both at home 
and abroad. Those principles^ while excliid- 
icg efibrts to extend !i rtdlgion of mere formj 
add no eneumbranee to the conveyance of the 
Gospel moa3a<];e. Upon the whole, I eee no 
reason why, with thii quickcmng of life 
amongst us, the purpose and mission of 
" rrieiids ' should not, for the future, be more 
fiuthfiiUy fidfined. 



THE CKURCH IS IJOT TO BE OUR BEST. 
It is no mai-k of our having our conversation 
(citizenship) in heaven, to be anxious for 
comfort, and impatient of discomfort^ in the 
church on cai'th. The true rest unto the 
aoul is in Jcsua only ; and He eondeecende 
to teach ua thta deep lesson by the many 
thinga that we suffer in seeking rest else- 
where. Even when wti have ceased to look 
for it in the world, we venture to expect it 
in the church — in tha cnjoymcnta of Chris- 
tian fellovvabip, iind the refinedj but too 
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captivating, pleaeuma of mutual esteem anfl 
confideace in the religious circle. If these 
be unintemjptot], it is smooth sailiii^^f indeed ; 
and wo shall be in danger of takiog up a 
rcat in the church as, once, ^vc did in the 
world But CYCry lest out of Ohrist ia false 
rest, aud must be broken up. Let us, then, 
be reconciled even to thoae things in the 
church, and efipecially in our own eh 
circumstances, which bring homo the convi. 
tion that this ia not our rest. Safe^ ind 
iecma the enclosure of the chui-ch : attract! 
indeed, are ita social and religious pri^Tlegea 
and yet, for our deep teaching tliat Jesua 
alone run give us rest iu Himself^ the day of 
the Lord ia knowu to l*c upon et'eri/ fenced 
wall and upon all pleasant pictureB ; os well 
upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon 
the cedars of Lebanon, that the Lord alo 
may be exalted in that dor. It ia a 
wherein lie shall utterly abolish idols, a 
therefore all that ]inii b'.'en reully (however 
ujiconsciously) put In His own place, m 
pasfl away before ita power. 

Some liave known much more than oth 
— perhaps they needed more to know it — t 
rest they ho]>cd for in the church to be di 
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turbed. Tliey iad turned from the world's 
midcriicas to ita gt-ecn paatur&'i, but Avero 
met, less hy the sheep thau by the '*dog3 of 
the flock/' Tlicy lived, and scarcely lived. 
tLrougli ii ilavk and tiloudy day of cliurfli- 
difficulty, when auspicion took tiie plare of 
confidenee, and unity was exchanged for 
strife. But if they learned, by a process so 
full of paiE, a Bingle dependence upon their 
Lord, and to expect no true and living rest 
save, iu Kiniacif, then has the thorny tiee of 
Bufl'eting lx»me peaceat^Ie and righteoua fniit. 
Tiiey may have ''fainted in theh- sighiiig anil 
found no rest;" but, being thus instructed 
not to "geek great things for themselves*' in 
the church any more than in the world, it 
was enough for them to havo part in the 
promise, "thy life shall be given thee for a 
prey in all places whither tliou goeat." 

The i^i'ese.nt is a mixed and most inipei-fect 
state, in the church as well aa in the world. 
Wg loiow it, we acknowledge it ; it is wise 
also to realise it, and to lay our account with 
it. And if, within ouraelves individually, 
there i^ still the remnant of ovil, diaorder, 
and pain, instead of the prevalence of that 
kingdom ofGod, which is rightGiOuaneaa,peaa', 
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and joy in the Holy Ghost, how can wc 
espect that the church ahaJl be free from 
mixture and confusion, or shajl furnish (lie 
true refugL- from tliis prese.nt evJ! world? It 
is the name of JeauB only that is a st.i-ong 
tower^ both of safety and of rtet. Neither 
in the world, in the churchy or in our own 
hearts, do wq yet Bee all things put under 
Him . And it ia this mixed state of thingilH 
that so greatly aer^'ca for the perpetuating of 
tliat warfare in which it consists with the 
wisdom of (jod that we ahouid maintain a 
life-long conflict But though "we see not 
yet all tilings put under Plim/' we are not 
left comfortless and unprotected, for *' we se^^ 
Jesu^r and from thiB blessed vision ^v^| 
draw our conaolation and our strength. It 
is a sight that fills the believers eye, an^H 
makes his heart to overflow with love an^H 
praise. Enou<^h, that we behold the Lamb 
of God who taketh away tha sin of the world, 
wlio bears the iniquity of the church, and^U 
above all, who bore our sins in Hia ow^H 
body on the tree ! A glimpse of the Captain 
uf Salvation lenp-ws our confidence, and 
burnishes the shield of faith. Nor, in oi 
lowest discouragements, can we fail to 
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rcaasured by the doctrine of this precious 
text (Heb. il, 9) that He tasttd deiith for 
eveiy man. Nzurcfwer vaews of His gt'eat 
salvati-oii, indeed, -would alike crush tlie con- 
trite and pamper the conficlent : the foraaer, 
wlio are said to need the oomfort of an un- 
couditional decree in their favoui', wt^uhl 
never get hold of it : while the latter would 
snatch at it^ only to \m inflated hy it. Li^t 
113 not narrow the fulness of that pletitcous 
tederaption which conies by Jesus Christ; 
and thereby prepare distress and pei'jik'sity 
agninst our own day of confliet, when faith 
may be b<» sorely pK»vcd, as f'r iw tc rcqnirG 
tlie doctrine that Chriat died for ttU, that wc 
may feel the indivitlual ^ippHcation of the. 
wordy, " who loved mc^ siul gave Himself 
for me r 

There is strong consolation in taking the 
apostle's vieWj when, comparing the recovery 
in Christ with the loss in the fall, he goea so 
far as to say, "muchmore, then, bythc rights- 
ousneaa of One," &l. ; and seems, evidently, 
impressed with tlie sense of wrtajg to thp 
Redeemer, in the di-sesteeming of His work 
in the reseue aa insiiftieient to ix^pair the ti^in. 
And while it is not for us to travel beyond 
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our own dispensiition, nor to deUfriiiiue Uo^ 
mercy is applied outsitie of it, it is scriptui-al 
and lienlthful to liold that, fuv the sake of 
Him '*wlio tasted death for eveiy man," oui' 
Father in hcavvo, the God and Father of the 
spirits of all iieah, lookfs with a graciou^l 
anpeet upaii all s*)iils tL;*t Kh hatlj niaile. 
In fatt, it is muL^i hardtit to Ijelieve that 
multitudes should hi? involved in the ruin of 
Adam's transgrossion who never heard of him, 
thiin that multitudes should paitatc in the 
rcsi'ue of the second Adam to whom His 
hleascd name is unknown. What suth tl 
Scripture ? ia, of cfjuvse, tlit* true qui^stioiti 
but we can scarcely accopt in any other sense' 
than of correlative i^xtcut this panUlel 
Paul between the loss in the firat, and 
recovi^ry in the sccoml, Ai.lanL Conoid* 
tions like these, surely, tend to that eoiifiilo] 
:md " hope toward God '' of which we ha^ 
90 much need in our passage through this 
mixed and impei*feet stato. And in th^H 
mi^-lat of the i>ppo3itioiia aud temptations (^^ 
the worliJ, of tho difficulties ard diaordcra of 
the cljai-ch, and of our individual di'«[iKctin] 
and eonlliei^ — let it be^ eontiiiually, oiir a1 
and fiohiee to "see Jesus!" and to fiad 
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Him the true rest unto our soiiU ; that so wi.- 
may run the remainder of the race set before 
ua with patience, "looking imto Jesus/' thi- 
author antl tinisher of our faith. 



EXOLUSlVENESi^ OFPENSIYE IN THK 
DIVLNE SIGHT, AND DISQUALU'YING 
YOU TiiUE SERVICE IJf THE SPEEAlK 
ING OF GOSPEL TRUTH. 

When we look iiit^ tlio hiytory of the ehurch, 
and the biography of mei] who have domt tliK 
most for the cauae of Clui&t, we may dis- 
tinctly observe that two features mark the 
eharncters of thoao Avhoao work of faith and 
khour of love have ln-'en signally owucd and 
blessed by the church's Heath These fea- 
tui"e9 are- — (l.) The ahaence of acctarlan as- 
sumption; and {l.) Tlie pi'esenee of personal 
hum ill t}-- In 3ueh charaett-r^, wliile we look 
in vain for the self-preference of a sect, wt 
alwnys find distrust of themBclvea. They I'ver 
proceed on the primitive model of those whom 
God will honour and prosper in their servitt 
for Chriat, In the tirat pla^c, they preach not 
themselves, or tht?ir predeeeasoi-s, but C'hriat 
Joans the Lord ; iind in the next plaeCj tlieoi- 
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■selves are sliewii to be the acrvanta of othe] 
for Jeeud sake- Thus also, firstly, they A* 
t'-iniine not to koow nnj'tJiiiig among the 
l»<.'niik hut Jcaua t'lirist, and Him crucified : 
aad. secondly, tJioy are, Avith the j-xople (iti^ 
thi'ir iiwn secret experience), in vreakin^ 
;uifl ill fear, iiud in uuin-h Uvinbliiig T! 
eswenee of PhariBeL-ism lay in those aeetiiiia 
aasumptioiifi, iiudur which the Buporinritj^ 
they claimed ^vas tiYtneffired to self; oodbyi 
means of which otlicra were deapLscd in p 
portion aa ai^ll-rigliteouanesa prcvaiied, 

fiiid will have a humble people, anLl will 
Ik? trtdy aerved by no other. Those, in aU^| 
;il:*'9. who have betui counted to Him for a^^ 
generation, and to whom He hath ;^nveJi 
power to stand aa valiants for His n;uiie andfl 
truth, have been deprived, under Hia own 
training, of nil nii^dit and strength of their 
uwij. All trust in thiynaelvt^ has he^n taken 
;\W!n", that their trust might be idune in Him. 
who giveth power to the faint, and, to lliein 
that U;ive no might, increaseth strength. 
J>oi'*i He choose a Mosi-a for His marvellous 
work! — The acnac of urfitnes-s for it ri 
rvea ti> an offeUee ! Is Oiileou seloct<^il ft 
that gresit delivaanco from the hrjsta 
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Miiliiiu ? WLat aiiya that mir^lit}' man nf 
val<R!r in answLT to the call? — Uh, my Lunlt 
whoi'L'with ehall I mvn I&rael 1 Bubold my 
family ia poor in ManaB3cb, rdcI 1 am thr 
leaat iu my father's house. If Said was U> 
be, exaltt^il that he miglit oyerlhrnw tlic 
Philiftiines, it Mas wbfii ha wms "liitle in his 
own sight." When the atiipling DaviJ w^nt 
foith to meet Goliatb, whut wns his con- 
fidence? Thou omost to mc with a awortl 
itDil \s-ith a apcor and v^'itb a shield; but 
1 come to thee in the name of the Lonl of 
iKJsts, tlie God of the ftniiies of Israel, wbniti 
thou ha^t. di.'ficd I Tbe aliiig In liis hand, tbi- 
stone in Hi« f^hephtrd'a Ijag, aeqiiu'<:^d Kiy faith 
the efficiicy of tbc vholo armour of God. 
Not by miglit, nor by po\ver, but by My spirit, 
saith tho Lord of hosta ! 

In Jator gcnorationa, what has filled thu 
hcaita and ucrved the arms of the yictorious 
aoldicra ni" the cross, thfr rtlK't'essful snesseiic^t-rs 
of Jl*sus ? — what but the consti'ainiii'z I'f th»» 
loYC of Ghriatj a|jart from all Bectariii,n object^, 
but idwaj's in close alliance with an aWjlut** 
auIf-diatrLiftt ? And whon wo art: driven to 
the inquiiy, why any givea chiiruh, with 
peculiar facilities for extensive neefolness. 



EXCIUSIVENESS OFFENSIVE 

even m tlie fielJ of the world, may not, in 
tiiB respect, haye lieen greatly o^iiud ^iulI 
prospered, there comes up some apptelieneion 
tliat the canker of a piide that is sectional 
(certiiinly not individiial) may havo impcrecp- 
til.dy attacked tlie very root of a large and 
fruitful aervicc for Clirist. Whenever the 
f.liristiitn work of other eturchea at Lome and 
ftliroad is aubjeetiitl to a grudging criticism, 
disj>araged l>y eautionarj" doubtSH or (at heat) 
itdraitted ^vitb much reserve, there i^ too 
much ground for the fenr that Gclf» in ita 
l<>oking on ita ovm things {Phil, ii, 4), ig not 
yet reduced to the point, above ii'hich no 
romuiisflion runs for true service in the ful- 
iR'sa of the bleaaiug of tlie Gospel of Christ. 

And yet the mind that could not submit 
to self, oa i-epreaented in its own things and 
^leople, being of no reputation, has been not 
unfrequcntiy, in the individual and on ita 
own account, a humble mind. But there has 
Iteen Biich a training, in all iutt-grity aa if it 
were right, in that line of diapanigement al- 
i-cady alluded to, so near akin to the "despising 
of others" that eomewbat of a habit of this 
sort may have been not merely formed but 
foatered. It is not seen to be otherwise than 
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becoming or even corairiemlHljle ; and tlio 
injurious effects both towards oihors and mjou 
ouraelves are uot perceived. But if it really 
spring fi-om a latent spiritual pride, the worst 
of all pride, how can we wonder that it 
blighta fruitfnlneaa in the field of offering, 
and withers the joy uf fellowship with the 
universal Chareli? — Nor that it is met with 
persistent robuke, whether by internal dissen- 
sion mthin the body where it is encouraged 
or by disqualification for that estcnsi^'c service 
for Christ for which, else, that body might 
haTe found so fair a field '( God will have a 
hunihle pefiple, and will 1:»0 tnily served by 
no other. True serviee for Him can only be 
j-ierfuiiued by grace ; bat He rcaisteth the 
proud, and ^i^'cth graoG to The humble. 
Where any tincture of a taint, at once bo 
offensive and cnleeblin^, m^iy be suspected, 
let there be the humbling under the mighty 
hand of God, that He^ in tine time, may exalt 
into healthfLd life and aWmnding fruitfiilness. 
It ia His own special work in the omnipotence 
of His might. Hast thou an arm like God? 
{Hisi own word to Job in mai^halling the proof 
of Divine power) — behold every one that is 
proud and abaae him ; look on every one 
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Jit ir* proud anil biVing him low : tlien Avill 
I also confers iiuto tliuci that thine own right 
hand can savo thoe {-Tob xl. 9-14). But 
though it must he His doing, for this als 
will bo Bought unto ; and He will do i 
for them tlmt hiimbb thcmaolvos to Etek it 

If anything of aectiiriajiiam did ever cree 
into our own Society^^^rhose olijecta, oiiginidlj 
were so cutholit, and itfs aFipiratioiis so im 
vc'i'enJ, it must liave bt-er wlu^n circiiuistsuifies 
almost coiDpL'llod the early Friends to stand 
out before the world in a verj' distinct visi- 
bility; and to encounter the risk of naiTow 
ing into cxcluaivenese accordingly. But it 
iiiinnot escape tho.se to whom such rctluctiona 
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aa these liave been long present, that thei:^| 
eonsolidatlon into a diatinet fomnmiiitv waa^^ 

leir^j 

m 



certainly marked by a vxst reduetiau of thei 
influence u|>on theii- eountiy and their tiint 
There ifi deep tTUth, of general apiihuatiou, 
this comment on the course of a giT^at states-' 
man : " wlio, bitr/i f"r the uuioen^t, nanxj^'ed^j 
his mind, and to }htrty gave up what wo^H 
vimiH fiyr mankind.'* *" '"- '"^" ^ 



All uniTowing inflii- 



(■iiaL*s are, surely, eonlraiy 
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i'hmt. Friemb* irvervwliero. 



a^ we 
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utheis. have need to wateli and pray agaiui 
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tliL-m, InttTuy.l iliflerences couIlI iievi-r lirtvf 
takou 3iiclj formiiUI ill! dimeusions, luul thu 
minJ, instead of being liiiiitecl to the fl]ilit?r*^ 
of its *' own lliiuga/' ]>oi?ii more wont t*D ospL- 
tiatc among tlic mello^vitig sympathiea and 
healthful interests of <_1irist's nniyei'sal churcli. 
It is most iliihriilL (7 know it pspe rim en tally, 
hqlI hiivt? written with hesitiitiuii if not with 
fear), both to cast off denominational trim;- 
mela oiioself, and to c-nforce the injunction 
to "look upon the thiug-i nf uth^ira/' without 
the imputation of undenMluing thoac that 
are oar ciwn. But a firm attju^hmcnt to 
theni? last, if upon right grouncl, is only 
sti't-iigtht'Tiod hy the catholicity that n-gards 
with ii choritablo eye " the things of otUtirs." 
This ie no piiradox : it ifl an espcrimonta! 
realit}'. For they who hold their outi prjn- 
eiplcs aijnply becftuae they believe them to 
belong to their J^ord'a truth, and for the low 
they bear to Uhn, ai'e those that can moat 
freely In-eathe the salutation — Graee ln^ witli 
alt them that love om' Lord Jobus Cln^ist in 
sincerity", A ealm aottkment in the truth, 
thuft hold, dtirs not, howi.'ver, work in the 
rostleasneas of proaelytism, which ia ofteu Imt 
the sjinptom of A^cak confidence in the 
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iiitrinaic. power of tli^t tnitlL Enougli fi^r 
po33G3sor tt» know that in inculcatiug a purefj 
Christiimity* siuiply as the doctrine of CUristyj 
ho in roally taking tbc bust and most of&eieni 
mode of diaacDiinating hia own priaciplt 
An houcat <ind clear preference for what la' 
helievcd to I>e the teaching of the New Testa- 
ment of our Lord and Saviour, is one thing 
a traditional biiLS, taught l»y the precept ol 
men, is eutirely another; and nothing eaQJ 
differ more from aimplo loy:iIty to what is 
cepted for the trutii as it is in Josus, than Xiit 
Pharisaic pre poaaesaion tkit thi.' holding of right 
viewH can at all entitle to *' despise olJicik" 
Few will he jirepared to receive with eiit.ii 
toleration a hint which I ventuie to ad< 
hcfoi'o laying down the pen* I shoidd bare 
lilted ii3 well the remarkable addressof C. H.^J 
Spurgeon at Ucvonahirc House, if it had been^H 
less laudatory. Of course, one prefers, if 
there muflt hf^ this sort of etilogy, that it 
shouhl come fi'oiii outsidersj mther than b&, 
found, as it too often haa heeii, in our o^ 
documents and printed epiatles. But, for oni 
I could gl^idly diapensc with it altogcthej 
Tiie qucatioDj as I pondered this addre^ 
iiuraediately arose, will thia feod, what muj 
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be starved, b<^fope our Lord will honour ue 
by miikino; ubq of ua ; for before liononr is 
humility 1 I am by no mcGiia insensibli^ t^i 
tlie atlvLtntage and the Bol^ice of our being 
miderstood ; having deeply felt tlie loss find 
pain of tbti r.oiitniry. But let it be enougli 
that, in soin** (juestiona at least, we seem to 
be better comprehGnded. Let us not desire 
or look for praise. Let ua hear no more of 
our own laud ; let every vestige of it, moat of 
all, be banished from pur own docnmeiita: 
but, in its phtee, let our praise aa InbouifTa 
for Christ in lowliness of li^art be in all the 
churches ; and, if it plejise Him, even in all 
the world 1 



THE UBERAIJ2TXG TEISDENCT OF NXW 
TESTAMENT TEACHING, 

Certaoly the New Testament teaehes liberty, 
whiieitreapeetsthosejtrradationflin civil 30ciet>' 
which could only be le^^elled to rise up agnin 
in this imperfect world. And it teaches 
equality before God, ag our C'onetitution 
teaches equality" before the law. But does 
it fiu'iiieh teaching that, in polideal mattere. 
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sLould form and govGrn principle? I think it 
iloyri aaiply fumisli it, and ttat its tendency is 
liljcraliaing ; inelimng to large and fnvourablc 
vicwr^ of tlie cltiima iind aapirations of our 
fellow -subjects. 

In tlje days cf tlif? iinti-L'oni-lc.w league, 
tljouf^li I liked not the notion of leagues, 
nor, aa a land-owner, the prospect of lioing 
woraoned, yet I thought the New Teata- 
racnt taught the doctrine of the league, 
\7hich, without a league, could not have 
lieeu cnforeed — and ] early ftubscnlx^d to 
it, to the aurprise of sonm of my fnends- 
It seemed to me that tA.t dejirive the people 
of foodj lest rents should fall, would have 
been a eleai' tranegi'ession of the law of Christ. 
So much for an illup^tration of the working 
of whnt was believed to be Hie tcaehing ; 
though, could I have furnished it fi-om the 
i.'xyienciicc of another, it wt»u!d have been 
luufh belter. Now, as to the fixnehise 
while ] think this holy teaching might, a' 
first, bo construed to imply, in ite un 
tinguittlibg regard to the intereata and fcelin 
of all that the fmucLise, under representative 
institutes, should l«i universal, 1 also tJii 
tliul even tliis teaehing will agree with on 
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deiiling with tilings, as tliey are found in an 
advajiced etage of natiooal csistcECC, differ- 
ently from the wny in wliich it would ti-flcb 
U3 to deal 'with them as they would be fcnind 
in tLcftc&h bLjginning of a nation's life. Th^n^ 
it wouht teach to lay the very fouiuhitloiiH 
ill universid t-tlut^JitioD, aa well aa in sound 
principles of govomntent ; and to Wstow 
equal tights of citijienahip upon thoBC thus 
prepared to exercise them. Now, even this 
generous teaching consists with some pro- 
vision of selection from the masses, for adiiiia- 
eion to the franchise. T'or, whatever may 
have In-en the anrientliaesof the Constitution, 
it caLiiot Ix^ denied that, through sev<.a"al 
generations, the franchise has ln^cn enlarged 
by inatalmentfi ; and that to leap to urivemd 
enfrauchiscment, nnder all our aetuni circum- 
stana"'S. would be a more sudden change than 
ajiist puhlir opinion would wmctioii. Indeed, 
it is not iruprobahle that the reasonable and 
iutellif*ent among the workinpr classes (of 
whom we have now so many) would them- 
selves searocly look with favour upon a mea- 
Bure ao sweeping as to level every distinction 
(ff intelligence, of conduct, and of that pro- 
vidence \\!iieh gives a stake in Llie eoinitry. 
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But, witt respect to a very largo cstcnsion 
of tho fi-ancbiso, as largo as can consist with 
the conditions juat &ct forth, I think New 
Testament teaching ao plainly ixiquirca 1%. 
thiit it BUi'priscs ma when tjiis is not per- 
ceivetl by those iuihued ^vith Christian 
principles. To me it thus pii^si^iits : I have 
so many privilogt-a that I mny not value 
I>olitical ones aa 1 ought. For instance : 
though, having the light in several countiea, 
I never vote ; and yet .should feel greatly 
aggrieveil Ijy exclusion from the fKihchiee- 
But in proportion as privileges axe few, will 
each on*? that cnii he attaineil he the more 
estimatod ; and I therefore must not mea- 
sui'e, by my own standard, the working 
man's eatcem of the frtmchisc. Nor, as 
would hy no mcana be excluded from i 
myaelf, caii 1 ohstract his obtiiining it, with 
out a direct iniiaetion of the golden inile. 

It may be aakeJ, to what puipose is t 
expression of indivif.lual opinion? The answer 
Ib, that 1 have uiidortil*»od some mombei's 
our own community" (1 know not to wh 



' or DOitne I'livilcgi'd lUHM-'Ddnniry, political or ecdtsuatii 
will alwHyiaway nii^ull miinK iilimii.'tfd l>yg1iLl«T ; Uit I apei 
Tioi to 9iab, nliub would Lu uicle^t 
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ext(?iit) have not pena?ived or yieklej to the 
liberalizing tcmlouey of Now Teatconcnt 
teachings And I desire to record thb aenti- 
mcnt that aubjectiou to this teaching induces, 
in politics, a largo libei'alism, as, in ethics and 
even in polemica, a Izirgft <;liarity. To be 
^ven Liver to narrowing influences, in any 
sphere, is, so far, to ignore New Testament 
teaching, the method and tho genius of the 
gotipel, and the Jii-st principles of the doctrine 
of Christ. 

But to descend for a moment from prin- 
ciples to results. Who can believe that ame- 
iJuratlons, deiir tu the Sijciety of Friends, 
will ever he effected snve hy a fuller and 
more faithful representation in Parliament 
of sueh a national mind, us will not work in 
a groove, nor he wedded to ii.bai?e ? Can we 
hopc^ in any other way, to get rid of all 
ecclesiastieul iraposts, and of the legiiiizcd 
ftupreniac*y of orie church above the others ? 
— of a, reckless WEir eApenditiire, and of such 
a net-work of taxation aa eripplea small 
resources 1 — of persistent impediments to 
universal education? — of pimitivc, rather than 
reformatory, treatment of the criminal ?^of 
vindictive Jbggings, and legal stranghngs ? 
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It is the <?xuellL*iicy uf scriptural firineijilei 
GVL'U at* applied to politieiil matters, that the; 
rectify the root of action, .iiid fi'uctily into" 
eoiiforniity, in all tbiuga, \\'itli the liiw of 
love. He who walks in the puth of theae 
piineiplcR is not stnmMed, even by the t-X' 
ri*afiL'S iif tliosi* ivlio ailvocatj*, willi gre]ilt*r 
prunnneiiLr: and warmer zeal, the views with 
which he is identified. Had tb<.^ vehemenee 
of Luther alienated thoae who shared his con- 
victions, or the extremca of some of the tawly 
Friu'uda dl^heai'tened thoae who aympathiztd 
in their testimony, then might the chiirc 
liave {;otiie to a stand-still in thi^ miilst of i 
rnmiptitiiifi ; and if the ovi^nnuL-h iirdour o 
pLilincal reformerd be Mllowed to deter othc 
from the ilesiro of progrese, then may th 
eountry forego al! healthful maturity', an 
coutiuuc to hmguish K-ncath olaise, Bu 
when.-, ^ympatlueri with righteoii,^ reform a 
genuine, even the e:ccessea of its fore-fnjii 
iidviirati'fi citn hr met Avitli iiitlalgL-iice, and 
are geoeroaaly condoned. Alluwanet 
made fur the honest untliusiaara which ma 
sometimes earr>' them too far, as well as fo: 
th*'ir .sli[fy under their many liahditie?, tcmp- 
taliinifln and iTovo^-ations. Pionecra muat Ur 
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strong and etrenuous ; they take by violence ; 
but true Protestants are not going to throw 
overboard tbeir LutLer; nor tnie Frieiida their 
*'&ous of thunder/' And, assiire.dly, true 
reformers will never join in depreciation of 
those who, though more advanced than them- 
selves, acknowledge and esemplify their owd 
principlca ; and have borac, in doing so, the 
burden and heat of the dar. 

All these questions of the public weal seem 
greatly injiu'ed and pi?qile3Led by the miaer- 
able but prevalent notion of Government by 
party. On sound principles of Govemment 
the true ideal is for intelligent constituencies 
to return their best men, not na pledged 
delegates, but in the confidence that a juat 
esteem inspires. The Ciibinet itself should 
be reprcsontntive of varvhig opiuions, and 
there (ris in committees) ViU'ieties should he 
fused- Thus would ministerial proposals the 
more commend themselvefl, without the need 
of very frequent change of the executive. 
And the true and useful Opposition would 
be formed for occasionaJ, not systematic, 
action, by the spontaneous nnioii of indc- 
pendunt men, not able to concur in the eourae 
of the minbtrj'. The present system is, 
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surely, tased in falae theories of govemmenl 
and kgislal iuji. Party tiictics aie tlie cank* 
of pciUtica! integrity, and the bane of lioneat 
action for the country's good ; as well as aa 
absurd cheek to iutlividual liberty and in* 
dopcndcnce. The exhibitions to which thw 
tacbica givo rise, present rather the wild 
excitement of sdinolboys tlian the wiaclom 
of senators and the c-alnmega of legislatorial 
Yet so wedded axe parties to the system of 
]»arty; to its immunity from personal re- 
sponsibility, find to the zcetofita strivings 
for moatery and sti'ugglcs for place, that ta^| 
hope for its alx)lition would be oiily to indulge 
vaiu dreams, and to espatiate in a politic 
Utopia. 



THE CUT OF MINISTRY AS EXERCIS: 
AMO^^U FEIKNUS, 

It Is not i^-jLsy U.t approach 8*3 ilelic^te a sul 
jt!<'.t. fw the luutle in which ministiy, as 
look on it, ia to be exerciBed ; and yet a 
liintfl, tliat are rather auggeative than at alT 
exhaiiaUve, however wanting in anthoril 
may mst Ijo wholly without their use. 
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The young beginiiGr, rightly led into this 
great work, is often so gently dealt with that 
faitb ia nut taxed much beyond the giving up 
to sjieak — in it^lf no small ncX ol' faith — bo 
that it may seem permitttd. in that stiige, 
when also the communication ia likely to be 
brief, to ace beforeliand very much what is 
to be spoken. But aa there is a gro^^th in 
the gift, faith will find its esercisc, not only 
in making the oCFering, but in not seeing 
beforehand mueli of what may have lo he 
exproaaed. And thus the humble and sub- 
jected mind, in moving. und(?r thii imprt-ft- 
sion of duty, in the divine feitr and by the 
constrainingof the love: of Christ, realizes that 
engagements in this ministry are truly wtirks 
of faitli Tio lesa Lhan luhoiira of love. At the 
same time i\ chUd-likG confidence wdl be 
witnessed, and increased — that there will be. 
in connexion with a clear requisition to 
epeak, the needful help and furnishing in the 
Bpeakingp Though no role can be laid down, 
it ia probable that such ministry aa thus pro- 
ceedw in simple faith, witliont pre-occupation 
with the sul.>jeet., or nun at completeness in 
its treatment, will bo the most fresh and 
lively. 
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believed to be a true opening for tlie won 
in the trust as well as the ulietlience of faith 
iSj in itself, an accfeptfible offering, and fjfterv^ 
o^^^Led by tlie a|iecial favour of unction in" 
the delivery of what appears to be required. 
Tbia submissive state, as it were of the chil* 
thii.t ran only go in and out before the peoph 
in this weighty" w^rvice, by the wistlom tbatj 
IB fiTom above, is a state that is greatly frei 
from iinxiety as to what may be the sco] 
and the texture of the communieation to b( 
niado. Tbcre ie some bumble ti'ust that, iibj 
kcepiDg to a clear and frcab opening, anc 
going along with its unfolding, tbe holy pro- 
portion in the doctrinal and the practical will 
obtain, and that preservation from materia l p 
etroF will be vouebsafed. In fact, under ^H 
nnjevved and genume call to sendee, some-^^ 
thing will be l^nowo, amid all ita escrelso ai 
weight, of the sweet and auataining espericn* 
that *" where the Spirit of the Loril is, tb 
is lil>erty." Rut now arises a lial aiityj if iiol 
a i>erib for the Tiiinister, in the ptissiblo^j 
crowding in upon the mind, in the sorvieii, o^H 
many presentations of subject-matter that^^ 
may have a eolour of fitness and of good, 
and yet would reuUy l»e found only to lo 
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and dog the offering. Nothing, perhaps, 
more belonjrs to <dxp<?rien(*e in tlit; ministry 
and rarrrka eomo proficiency in the much 
traiiiiny that it uct,ds, than a quick perception 
of what to take and vhut to Iceivc in these 
abounding preapntations ; for, with those 
who are well up in TToly S("ri["tLii^, familiar 
with the v;iriotL3 studies of Llivinity, wilh 
exposition and commentarj", and to whom all 
subjectB belonging to religion and the Biblii 
avc. as they ought to he, deeply interesting — 
with theae it cannot be hut that auch pre- 
sentations will abound. They alao flow in, 
sometimes, previous to speaking ; and it is 
nciticeahlt! how, under a little patient wuitiiig, 
those that seemed most bright and fruitfiJ 
will often fo,de, while the one that promised 
less receivoa the mmik of rcqniaition. Aiv\ 
oa to the many Scripture passagea that pre- 
sent to the speaker, and look illustrative or 
confinnalory, they should be met by the 
same quick pereeplion, as to whether they 
also LjLVe, or have not, some stamp of requi- 
sition upon them, or may be the mere pro- 
duet of a ready memory. For, cxccllont as 
ia the rigJit and lively citation of Scripture, 
it would be a dreary procesa to quote all that 



74 



THE GIFT OP MINISTRY 



may cwjcuTj for text suggests text to tliose 
well up in tho Biblo (rta every luinistor ought 
to he) ; and where there ia the wdut of this 
perception (which in the more cxporicnccd 
l>ecomes almost an intuition) of what must a 
l)f' taken aud of what may be left, wliatf^^ 
guarantee can there be for that cjudenat-d ~ 
** brevity" which is often as truly the crown, 
of ministry' as it is '* the soul of wit?'' Un* 
Icaa, in connexion with the wholesome sent 
of what it ia to engage in the occupation ol 
meetiuga for worship, and with the ^-.m 
^ilso that only the true putting forth for il 
and /ipaidance in it^ will prevent spiritual woN^ 
9hif>pi?rs from being disturbtd Ijy it — imlesa,j 
in this connexion, due place is given to th* 
foi'egoing consi derations, what ia there 
hinder the well-Ycrsed in Scripture and the-^ 
ulogy, with good mcmonps anrl Buggestive 
minds, from that sort of " going on/' of which^. 
the effects upon a meeting can scarcely l)^| 
expressed, even were it desirable to make ihe^^ 
attempt? And if it be a cnac in which th( 
speaker may be too much engrossed with tin 
exercise in hand U) be alive to that of othei 
or to the Htate tif tlte men'ting, and to al 
ajirrounding cireumstaaces, ihc^n indwd 
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amounts to a caac of difficulty that is felt, 
though the sense of it may be tenii(?rlj and 
(^oneiileratHly siipprtsartl. 

I shrink from going much into tht* matter 
of long addceafiea, further thau to hint that, 
in meetings for worship such as ours, if a 
lengthened occupation of them by any indi- 
vidual ia really acceptable, it must be as the 
exception and not aa the rule. And even 
theHj will not the aeeeptauee, on the part of 
th<? spii'itual at leii.st, be rather where the 
address extendfl by the evident succession of 
lively openings, than where s}Tiiptonia appear 
that the memory and the intellect may be 
mainly working, or where any traces are 
detected of tliat thinking out of a subject in 
somewhat of a chain^ so to speak, which 
fettei'3 the true freedom, Etnd seems too mueh 
like the mechanism of **sermone" in other 
congregational In general, it ia wise and 
safe 80 to proceed that, if Bcnsible of the 
withrlrawing of life, there may be a retreat 
from the service, without ajiy bri?aknng of ei 
chain, or any pauifully nbrtipt ccnL-luaiou- 
Meetings can perceive the want of Ufe eih 
well aa the speaker, and it is heavy work^fot 
both, to go on without it. 
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If this appear like the toking of too Lig] 
ground for the ministry, Ifit it be rememl.)ere<l 
that tlin vinws lliiiH ini[jLTfe<:.t]y set forth nn 
tlie suliject iiTf undL^rytood to he still liL^d by 
the Society. Certaiidy they Lave never been 
disavowed, at all evGnts they are very hum- 
bling to the rightly concerned minister,' 
Ferhai>a they will aeem leaa impracticable oti 
mystical 'vrhen we consider that our Lord! 
eujcined His disciples, when brought before 
rulers and kings, to take no thought hefoj 
hand wliat they ahould speak, nor to pi 
meditate — "but whatsoever ehall be givcj 
you in that hour, that speak yc," &c, (Marl 
xiii. 11). So that, if they were to be thun' 
dependent when they had to speak lor them- j 
selves ill their own defence, it acsjcely appear^H 
unreasonable that the earn** rule should apply^^ 
in apeakin*^ for the Ruler and Kinp Hiraseli 
in the ministry of Hie word, and the proclaim- 
ing of Hia gospeh At the aamc time, it muBt 
he admitted that these are views which 
exclude from uur meetings for worship what 
in terrued " the gift of teaching," which 
retpiii-ea another sphere, with confi?r4sedIy 
giTater liljerty of leaning to the undoratand-J 
ing. It could not he etliciently employct 
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without disregard to the conditions uudcr 
whicli only the apiritua.! gift of minietry is to 
be eserrised. OBcriiiga from this last sLould 
arise, procf^i^l, and concJude in the life iind 
unction of the gnspel, and under the conatant 
rememhrance that as then; may be, at any 
timej '* shutting" as well as *' opening/' it is 
best to go aloDg uncommitted to further 
matter by any anticipating of it 

The strong opinions of the speaker should 
never colour the ministration. They would 
make a very hurtful admixture. If largely in- 
fused, they would almost destroy the character 
of a meesnge, by making the addrosa less from 
Christ than from the speaker. There ^aa a 
day (within recollection) when some thought 
the inward work, and others the atonement, 
must be preached in season aud out of season, 
as it were. Did not some elders even, in 
that day, think they eonld prescribe the right 
sort of preaching ? Let us hope not ; at oil 
events, such idoEis are abandoned now, not to 
be heard of, wc may truat, any more. The 
true teaching to ministers, in that troublous 
d;iy, would liave U^en to go on, juHt aa nlicy 
had IjeguE, in ebriple dependi-oce on fresh 
openings, not of thoir own opinions, but of 
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same hutuilitj and fear 
!in. indeed 
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some 
ence ia that time, for it was an evil 
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the Spirit, in the 
the Lord; (some of 
kept eil 

time); and the effect would have beea, that,^j 
instead of their rainiatry being hurt, and th^H 
cause dam^iged, thoy roight have been enabled, 
in the needful time, to aet forth both the 
foundation and the superfttnu-tuie in holy^ 
proportion and with cahning effect. Bi 
however honest they were io their zeid an* 
exeitemcnt, the Head of the church woul 
not own efforts, on cither eiJcj to use tl 
ministry for setting things straight in 
will of man. The whole burden rUouJiI have" 
been cast upon ilimaelf, who alone was able to 
"bear it, iind whi:i never e*juntenanee3 the 
spiritual Atlaa in taking the church and ita 
troubles upon his own shoulders. 

Meetings are still impressible by what 
spoken in the lifL\ Even the younger, 
those who may seem rather inteUectual than 
BpriouH, fan be touched l.iy unetion. There la 
much desire to meet this e hiss, arideapeeiall^^ 
the intellectual and serious also, in our daj^H 
But tliere could be, hardly, a greater mistake' 
tlmn to suppose that, even on thesLA, a bci 
impression would be made by another soil 
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ministry moii? like the ordinary '* pulpit" 
eKercitations, 

Certain requisites, liowover, must mark tlie 
liearer also, for the ministrutiona of our 
meetings to be availing. There should l>e 
no anxiety to hear preaching, which often 
hinders the opening of a spring of right 
ministry i and yet then; should Ix' that st^ite 
which answers to the significiiut description, 
"he that hath an ear, lot him hi>-nr." The 
communication should hs.\ received as, what 
it piiipctrt^ to be, a nicasj^gc to the church ; 
and the measenger should be considerately 
rather than critically regarded. To this 
nothing iamore likely tn c^^ntdlnit^ than the 
message being closely kept to, without ex- 
traneous adjuncts that call attention to the 
messeagcr. Seeing, also. tha.t it is the being 
cntruatcd \yith a mes3a.gc that alone gives 
warrant to apeak, there ia a special fituesa in 
delivering it as simply a^ may lie. Thus 
introductions and npohigiiia jin^ bHiiifllied; 
^ad, as the messjige is kept to, it is noticeable 
bow the '* I " and the " my '' of the messenger 
can dieappear, and how expressione that 
draw notice to the speaker arc dropped. Nor 
has it been frum coldnesa, but ratlier from 
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depth, of feeling, that experienced 
have been apprehensive whether 
ti^nniK! au '' afteebionate " ujLuistry may n 
eavour, somewhyt, uf the prearliing of self, 
(though wholly unintended) instead of Chris 
Jesus the Lori It is true that some of th 
epiatlc3 cio contain very affectionate cxprcB- 
aioiia : but the '* fervent longinga " of a Paul, 
in writing to a church of hia own plaating, 
strikcf^ ufi flifiVrently from those of one 
ijurselves, in what alioulJ be looked upon 
the message of reconciliation, to be delivered 
with beconiing Bimpliclty and oblivion o^| 
self. Some of our altera have done well,^^ 
uud act a good example, in illustrating 
nature and working of a epirituaJ gift, 
eoufioiug their communications to what w 
in true keeping with the faithfid ccuveyaii 
of a message. They have gone, at once, in 
their subject ; said nothin<T to invito atten- 
tion to themBclvcB ; and have got through, 
as promptly as might be, with life, cleani' 
and iiupreasion, 

It may not be altogether foreign to 
topic to observe that intervals of silence 
favourable to the good effect of miniBtry, 
Even when several speak, and there may bo 
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scarcely room for all who have something on 
their mind, it is well that one do not follow 
another without a pause. Nor does it, by 
any means, involve a loss to the meeting, 
that Bomo of the cxerciaes, even of upright 
hearts, should be suppressed- It is better, 
every way» for individuals to bear linrdens, 
than to liring upon oieetin^ wh-at is burtlen- 
soniE?. Nothiog more marks a sound and 
ripe experience than go far to sit loose to our 
own exorcise as to be oontait, if the way do 
not open for expressing it except at the risk 
of loading the meeting by addition, when, to 
the apprebcmsion of others, it may have \K?en 
Itft well IjL'forf?. IiJL'j[»erLeiicc often lives in 
It world of its own, and camiot hold its own 
exercia(i, aa it were, at arm's lene;th, accoaling 
to the state and rcijuircmcnt of the meeting. 
In tbc intervals of adeuce just alluded to, and 
which are au appreciated, even by outaidcra, 
that we were the more to blame in parting 
with f hem, bliere is ofU^n nnieh prayer-sprayer 
for the ministers, and for the right course of 
worship and service, as well as for ourselves 
and the congregation ; all which grcatl}" helps 
the weight and eolemnity of the meeting. 
Such solemn meetings, perhaps especially 
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when there m much silence, Diiglit bo spoken 
of as ^'praycr-mectinga." And for this reason, 
among others, that t^^rm, as applied to auy 
special meetings foT' voeal piviyerj will never, 
it IB to be hopedj fiod tiirmncy aniorg Frk^nds. 
Thcy may tave bcL-n, sometiines, too faj^ridloi 
about phrases ; but where a phrase con^ 
trovorta a principle, it ia wisdom to reject it^ 
and there can be, obviously, no arrangemeiMl 
by which prayer shall be fjespoke/i, without 
a aiirrender of tha^e principlefl, in ri'gard to 
our appraaeli untt> Gotl in spiriLunl worshi] 
which distinguish the Society. 




THK BOOKS AJJD AUTKUJiSHIP OF Tl 
yOC[ETV OF FJHiK^flDS, 

It is fLur tli.it every ehun^li should h,iVL' il 
uwn iirchivea and btfraturej to its own in-^_ 
Btniction and benefit iu its own thinga ; whilj^| 
in the tilings that relate to the common 
Christianity and the '* common salvation," 
the Bible and the Bible alone is the di\Tneb 
aiithoriaed reconi *'A place for everythi 
and everything iu its place," is no Iwtter 
in dcnncstio economy tlian it is in the 
of tlic cJiurch. And nothing could be m< 
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peril Oils to tlie Iiealtli and wdfare cf a 
religious commiuiity, than so to confuse the 
relations, and the pUiees, of things that Ktand 
upon ditfoi'cnt levels, as atftJl to merge thi> 
distinction, in weight and authority, between 
Holy Scripture and all other Tp\Titiiigft whatso- 
ever. The Harly Friends den-liutnl hi embcHly 
the principles tLey deduced from, and dt*- 
fendcd by, the N^w Testament, in crecda or 
artielea of faith. It would have helped them 
much with their opponents to have done ao ; 
and to have been able thua to evince the 
Scriptural souiidnesa of the ftiitb and doctrine, 
whidi eould then have het?ii referred to as the 
bond of union amonfr themselves. This might 
have T%TOiight more favourable impressions 
towiird a peaceable aud suftoriug people — as 
ill-understood as they "were ill-treated — than 
the at^it^nicTitft of belief which they occa- 
aionally issued to meet the allegations of 
those that were without. But to put in 
their own words, and to stump with their 
own authority, the things they moet surcdy 
Ijclicvcd, by formulating tiiem into creeds and 
articles of faith, would have stultified their 
protest ngiLiut human assumption and impoai- 
tion — against the tradition and the precept 



Si 



THR BOOKS AND AUTHORSHJP OF 



of man, in the tliiugs of the reKgiou of Jes 
Chriat. 

What, thtiiij wuuM have been their amaz 
roent could they hnvo been told that arao 
their own succeseors should men arise w 
would prove so fdlse to their teaching and 
example as to aet up into creeda, to be no 
leas a,uthoritative thiin they are elabttratc. 
the rery books they left behind them ? Fu 
from th« moment the faith of the brt-thren 
tried by th<! teat of books, those hooka a 
made creeds ; and the testiaiony of om: ear. 
friends flgainet them is trampled in the dust 
Such ia the appalling outcome of the shallow 
and aectaihin mind [ Such the aflectin 
evideuce cf a real degenei"acy 1 And so 
bow the aetiml deelenBiun will work. On 
succeed in a virtual raising of stuy books 
but the Bible to the same level with it, and 
the wnj ia opened for taking our views 
Christiftnity itself ffom those booka, rath 
than from "the only diviml}" authorise 
reconl of the doctrines of true religion." J 
is DO ilL^p^tragement to tbeu' authors to meist 
on the peril to Christian faith of thu^ oustin 
t)ie saercd volume from ila rightful an 
L-xclusivc place. Those authors never co 
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tempkted, in their own faithful allegiance to 
the Bible, that a claim should lie aet up for 
the hooks they wrote in hast<.% and fur a, 
preseut pui'poge, to usur]* its pUice. That 
purpose ^vfLfi not to set forth the docti-ines 
of the commou Christianitj', hut their own 
deductioua from them ; uot to hring the 
foundation into view, but the fiupcrstructurc 
which they believed shouhl be raided upon 
lU In a word, their hooka, heiug, in the 
iiatiu\j of tilings, more or less controversial, 
were, so far, one-sided, and cht^teforo hiicanio 
unsafe guides to the whoh of Christian truth ; 
whereas, eurclj it needs not to be ehewn. 
Holy Scripture, glveu by inspiration of Ood, 
and being a dedaration of His whole counsel 
to man, must he maintained still (as tie 
authors in (.|ue8tioJi weit* careful U) maintain 
it) a9 the sole judge in religious controversy, 
and the standard in Cluistian doetrine that 
13 conclusive upon all. It must be obvious 
that it were as wise to expect to Icnm the 
history of the world from tlie hiet:jry of 
Engljindj as it would be to resort, for the. 
Avhole of ChriHtianitj', to the distinctive tea cli- 
ings and special contentions, the declarationa 
and apologies, of any section cf the Clu-ititinn 
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cliurch. Notwithatanding upright inteniion, 
exception must be taken, also, to the mode ii^| 
which some of out authors have iVftnilttl anti^^ 
explaiuetitheirpriDPiples. Scholastic methods, 
theorems, and definitiona, endanger the "eim- 
plicity that ia in Christ/' They let in *' TTu 
Rcofioner;" and invite that, which is ofton^ 
ail they obtain, from those whom they con-, 
vinee — a mere intellectual appreciation, rathi 
th:i.n a cKilii-like reception of the truth. I: 
f;i^:t, hut without blame, much of the author**^ 
ship of Frienda (in th^ir controveraial writings 



I 
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especiaJly) haa been so exclusively adapteC^H 
for their ou^n time>', that it may be doubted^^ 



whether it has been, on the wUob, helpful 
U9 that thia department of it has come dow 
to ours. Some have ventured even to go] 
so far as to enni^Iude that '* it would have 
been well if, as with the ancient warriors, 
their wea]->on8 had been buried with thena.'* 
Yet theac, olso, have not the less valued and 
delighted in their books of another sort, their 
experimental writings <ind journal,'^; the veiy.^i 
*' cardiphonia " of dedicated and illumiuate^^B 
spirits. Such iH eutirely my own estimation^^ 
of thoae latter, which I deem a very preeio 
"literature " in our church- And nothing 
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might say, if it eeemcd not some asaumptitm 
of atttLiiiineDt)ia5omuch]ike **fjLcefLDS'^"«iiig 
£ace in a glass," of all the religious and often 
excellent baots with wliith our age aljoande, 
as the bio^Tapbies and experieticus of these 
loyal and faithful followera of the Lamb, who 
could endure such hordnoss as good aoldiera 
of JcauB CbrJat 

But to send Tolim:ie after volume from their 
priaona to their persecutors, almost before the 
ink was diy, certainly was not to write for the 
general and permanent instruction of after gen- 
erations ; whereas the outpourings of their sur- 
rendered hearts, and the memoriala of their 
devoted and spotless lives, and especially of 
their unswerving allegiance to the law of 
Christ, are fitted to animate, instruet, and 
edify lioth the present and the future of their 
successors in religious profession, 

I fully believe that men, distinguished as 
were the early Friends by their constant 
appeals to the New Testament, would have 
auBtained the position, that the only safe use 
of othei" writings is by those who— hokUng 
theii" religious views on its inspired authority 
— habitually test all human compositions by 
its sacred standard. And if this be so, and 
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if they contemplated no other and less 
use of tlieir own works, it goes far to gxci 
any occasional want of cai*e that may be 
perceived in them< Nor should it ever be 
forgotten, with reference to any sucb Lilemish, 
that they were not warned, by tlie experienc^fl 
i»f the last 200 yeara, of the pet^uliiir <^iire 
that all doctrinal statements requii*e. For 
instanue, can it be believed that, if they could , 
Imvu foreseen Hickaiam, they would hai^f 
allowed a sentence or a phnrae to remai^^ 
lnhind them, that could be clainn^d aa i^^ 
fiivour of viGwa which they would lia^^| 
abhorred? It ia bnt juatii^e to them to be 
indulgent to any slii>a thoy may have made 
in the pciilous patha of coutrovei'a>", in view 
of their disadviuitagea in not seeing 
future of thcii" own people, aa it is now .neei 
The giving an undue place to booka^ otln 
than the H<dy Scriptures, may Imve been 
the root of many of our difficultifs, Ho^ 
little would their authors haw siip|Josed. 
while pleading for the religions freedom f»f 
(ill, that (hcif were, in after rlaya, through 
books, to be held as htLving dominion over the 
faith ijf thf'ir oivu pe<iple I Far tuo luueh, even 
ill mir day. has betn attached to hooka. 
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nvas BtL'uck, on tbia subject, with a remark of 
the late Joa. T. Price, when he waa lamenting 
that, in sonic parts of the Society, such 
nndue impnrtance had b^en given tn books. 
He obseiTed, we were not to be committed 
by authors ; and that, herOj if we did not liki^ 
rx book, wc could shelve it without making a 
stir. Here, indeed, we are much relieved by 
having wholly done away with any Society 
sanction of hooka. Tlierc wn^s a time when 
the pacing through oiir ''morQing meeting" 
very unwisely gave soms auch sanctioiL So 
far as it did ao, it trenched on cGrtain import- 
ant principles, and was fruitful of iDconvcni- 
ence in practice. It waa less eaay ta assert, 
while wc had such an authorizing body, that 
we held up notliing to rule our faith but 
the V(*]ume given by inspiriLLlou of GJud ; and 
the practical mischiefs in the conduct of 
ofEcial critieism need not be described. 

It ia wisdom to take, (and it would have 
been wise to have taken), tilings more in the 
tnie fresliness a^id the true libeWy: to plaoff 
ourselves far more on the aaine stand-point 
as our early Friends theniselve-s, before they 
wrote books, or formed a special literature, 
or submitted to any merely denominational 






90 WHY PRCODS HAVE DI6C0CRACED 



infiueuces- So far as we have not done so — ■ 
as we have forebome to take the aaine grouml 
that thoy did, in the sfimc freedom find frcsh- 
acsB, with no hooka but the Bible m our 
Jiflui.ls — 30 fcir have we been losers and not 
gainers, as rp.sprcts the fomiation of religions 
views, principles, and eharaeter. Thu Scrip- 
tures were their sole reeognized authority in 
divine things. Had their Buccessore, everj"- 
whcrc. been in this respect worthy of them, 
divisions andscporationahad been (comparo- 
tively) unknown. And so long as this real 
"legeiieracy of judgment and conduct, in the 
matter of books, remains among us, 80 long 
will difficdtiea in the church be renewed. 
It may, indeed, have made some the less 
impatient of present strifea, to know that 
existing differences were reraoved^ similar 
oncd would be repnxluc^ed while snch a root 
of bittemesB, and a stock so fruitful of di 
sension, remained in our gromiA 
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WHY FHIEXDS HAVE DISCOURAGED Tl 
TEACHING ANT) PRACTICE OF MUSIC. 

If we had nothing on this subject upon ouTi 
l^k of Rules and Advices, before the year. 
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1846, it may have been because the occasion 
had not till then arisen. But I have not 
seconded the efTorta of thti last tweuty yeara 
to get it upon our rc^tords. This has not 
been, aa will soon appear, for want of imity 
with the object in view, but from a growing 
diabclief in the value of prohibitions. They 
do not touch the root of " De^^ation ;'' and 
when it cannot (aa in this case) become 
" Disciplinary," it does not strengthen the 
hands of the church lu iasini injunctions it 
cannot enforce, or to proclaim law it has no 
power to establish. 

A healthy understanding has prevailed 
that music is one of the things in which the 
Abuse is so nearly inseparable from the use, 
l,hat, in a Christian view of the right employ- 
meat of time, it cannot but be discouraged ; 
aod such an understanding will be; likely 
moat to prevail in those circles in which the 
requirements of Christian aclf-denial are the 
most recognised and enforced. Probably this 
is the wiser mode of treating the subject, for 
it to be thus left to rest upon the minde of 
those who can mHuenc^i the relative and 
social eirele, rather than to multiply the 
words of written law. But I am far from 
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tliinking that a holy cxijcdicncy ia not also 
('hriatiiiii principle. It ia very easy to aa, 
tli;it t,o iiTguc Eigmnstr t.lic use o? a tiling from 
ita abuae, is ntit to argue li]ilhi the gixjund of 
prineiple ; "but it would be cliffieult to proV' 
that Paul wrts not tivking the ground o! 
Ligli Chriatiim principle to govern Chrietian 
conduct vhen he affirmtd, tlint even of the 
things ''lawful" for him, all were not 
pri^dicnt Possibly, lie had especial view 
thf things ''under the power" of which, 
they be entered upon at all, one may so^, 
ooaiiy be brought ^H 

Details would be as weariaome as they^^ 
arc needless. Enough to hold, uDheaitatingly^i 
that thii time given to rauaic, and it ie ni 
small amount of time with those who givi 
themselves to it, is, for three reasons, mia-' 
spent time: 1, The excitement, being sen- j 
I4IIOU3, is weakening to the higher qualitiea^B 
of character : 2. It i« perhapa the only 
recognised pursuit of a rational and educated 
cirele tluit leaves, al»soluti.ly, no depoait in^ 
return for the time it haa consumed : 3. 
UBUal adjuncts in private society', a [id 
iicronipanying attraetion to public perfc 
ances that lead ou to the whole range 
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public amusetnonts, ary no immmeiit upon 
the indulgence and cultivation of musical 
tastce^ that the stopping place, iu this 
comsc, may not be attained, oven if it be 
attained, without a strife tbat it had been 
wise to escape- Thus, it seems to rae, the 
well-known vieva of Fiiond^ ou this point 
are amply vindicated ; and the expediency 
they uphold in relation to it is seen ao to 
grow out of "principlo " aB to belong to tho 
same root. 

It woiild be ultj-aism to include in these 
strong strietiires such native talent aa may, 
oecaaioiiiLlly, enliven the home^ witbont the 
dcnumds on time of study and of art ; yet 
those who have a true insight into all the 
bearings of the subject will not give up the 
watch, aa to whercunto even this may grow- 
As to ths "singing" of the New Testament, 
wliei"ein we hear nothing of any other music, 
it may be doubted if we havsi anything o£ 
the sort in our times. Still more ia it 
questionable, whether our Saviour did Him- 
self join even in what, then, was iu use. 
The paalms chanted, or rather intoned, at 
tlie Passover supper, before going to the 
Mount of Olives, were more: likely to be 
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"tymned" in tlie presence of, thiiii by, flii 
that was the subject of them. But grai 
what appears less likely, and it can pro^ 
nothing more than that, in this also, H( 
conformed to Jewish usage. If there be th* 
ehghtest New Testament waiTant for ai 
"siiigiug"in connexion with the services ol 
the uburch, it would only be (as I imngini 
the best authorities agree) for some melodioi 
chanting, or more properly intoning, apai 
from nitifici&l modulation. The preeeni 
notion of church psalmody accms to be 
great corruption of soma such simple ai 
spontaneous utterance. This notion, in soi 
inAtancea, goes beyoncl mere artiiii;ial met 
surement of sound ; and even adapts tha mos t 
sacred words to the ''airs'' of Bacchanalia^H 
songs. Even, at the very best, is it accord^' 
ing to the teaching of Christ to put the 
worda of a rich and deep religious experience 
into the month of a very mixed oingregatio] 
and can such appropriation, in worship, 
these words, by those who have no real pn 
in them, be accounted worship "in truth ?" 

I am not in favour of ascetic views : tbe^M 
tend to an outside instead of an inside religioti^ 
ISelf eon live, and be exalted in thdr exeu^l^ 
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fixation, under vaiied forma of outward sclf- 
deoial (so eallod), as siii-ely as eelf can be 
indulged in conformity to the world. But 
it is not aacetiolBm to set the guard against 
the begimmigB of those things, TV'hich es- 
pciienco has aecn to be, in their pi*ogreas, 
fraught with harmful iuHuence. And, with- 
out mailing to attach too much impoitanet? 
to thci point, it may be well to correct a 
prevalent notion that the "singing'* of our 
times derives tmy sanction from the "ainging 
and malviiig melody in the heart" of which 
we read in the New Tcatament* 



NFW PEnMENTATIONS OF OLD LEAVEX. 

The Society of Friends is tiuly ortliodox^ in 
its finn h*:»Kl upon the divine* authority uf 
Holy Scripture, aod the foundation doctrines 
of the GoBpel of our Lord and Saviour Jceus 
Christ, It may not be very demonstrative ; 
but is grieved, at the heart, when there is any 
symptom, within its borders, of disesteem 
for those doctrines, tn of tjuestioning the 
authority of those Seriptures. given by in- 
spiration of God, by which they are sustained. 
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It is a lamentation, and aliall bo for a lame] 
tation, that there are attempts to irapoi 
among oiii^elves those rationalistic viewa 
which soiiiul Christiana, in jt.11 c!unamina-_ 
tions, ai¥ agreed to repudiate and condc-ini 
The th<?orie?4 of Kingaley, which would Jevi 
those distinctions in tho final condition oi 
men, upon which Scripture inaiats : the ad-^u 
vanced and illimitable acepticiams of OolenaoJH 
the immature l^ufc dangerous speculatioiLs of ' 
EobL-rtson — all these, there is ground tti fear, 
have entered among ue, in somo places; T\'liUe_ 
it is atill our strong hope that they do nol 
and will not, make much way. They tak( 
hold of those who hxck clear views of tin 
lespective pi^ovince of Ilejiaun and of Faith 
and who aclULLlly ignore the different uodi 
tions under which different classes of Truth' 
are to be apprehended and received, Tho^ 
do not flee, when Reason has pronounced 
fnvour of the authenticity of the Bible (ani 
iiiveati^-d it with claims supinior to those 
the many ancient lx>oks whose authenticitj^ 
no one thinks of diaputing), that then it 
true logic for Reiisou, in regard to all tl 
matter of the divine communication, to 
eupcrficdcd by Faith which, implicitly 
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imiiuc^stionlnglyj can receive it. Ti'uth of 
the MghcBt class. Truth divinely revealed, is 
nut to be approached as we npproaoh truths 
natural and physiealn Tin? conditioiiB under 
which auch divine and apiiitniLl Truth is to be 
flOLight, discemedj and i^mbrac-ed, are wholly 
diverse horn tltn^e under ^vblch inferior trullis 
may l>e perceived and apprehended. For 
the reception of those last, human intollect 
may euffico ; but for that of the Truth of 
God riivealed in the Bible, quite another 
faijiilty is indispensable; for this Truth be- 
longj* to the things of the Spirit of Gotl, 
which the natnnd man nnderstandi'th not ; 
neither can lie know them, beciLuae they are 
spiritually discerned. Reasoning and specu- 
lation upon Divine Truth grow out of the 
appliance to it of the grasp of the natural 
mnn, nuhcr than of the receptiveiitsa of the 
new-born babe. Except ye be converted and 
become as little children, ye cannot even see, 
much k'sa ^^nter, the kingdom of God. The 
things of tbia kingdom ai'c hidden from the 
wise in their own eyea, but revealed unto 
babes. 

It ife fionicwhat unginteful to have to Insist 
on poaltions, so elementary luxd so manifest. 



98 NEW FBRMENTATlOSa 

But they arc, in aome quartcra^ so ui 
ignorpdi that it haa hetiome necessary. Tho' 
evi^iita a.ud statements of the Old Teatanieot, 
tlie fiiL^ts iind doctriued oi ihc New — address 
themselves, aot to the uQwiJling and th< 
gainsaying, but to the recGplivG and th< 
Bu"bmi3sive. Divine Truth is reeeivedj not in 
the qucationing, hut in the love of it. It is^i 
authoi'itiLtive, and proposes itself with an^| 
a'j^^olute demand upon the unreaerved obedi- ' 
euee of faith. Wij are of God: lie that 
kaoweth God heareth ua ; ha that is not oi 
God heoretli not us ; heriiby know we tin 
spirit of truth and the spirit of error (1 John 
iv. 6). Xo lower ground eould he taken, 
even hy this lowly and loving apostle- 

But it IB not only the hick of logic that 
marka the influlg<?iice of the speeidatioQft in 
question; there is al-so a complacent?}- in 
what is fencied to be the superior light thai 
has discovered them. They lend captivd] 
those who may require to be rcmmded that 
in all these epeculatious there ia, emphatically,^! 
nothing new — no new thing under the suo^^ 
ill cavils agnliist the triilli of Gml, and in * 
attcujpta to uDdermiue its authority, from, 
the days of Celsus to those of Colenao — n* 
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thing but now fermentations of old leaven. 
But the movements that are the rcault, 
though not fluch aa can engage respect, be- 
come nevi-rt.htless fonnidfi.Mc wheo they are 
both active and contagious. Well would it 
be for thos*3 who mEike them, if ibey would 
pause to mquire^ whether they maj' not be 
mistaking the fatuoua meteors of the raareh 
for the stars, '^settled in heaven," to guide 
over the sea of life 1 — and whether it be not 
the aign of a shaliow intellect to be slifiken 
and perplexed by doubts, whit^h only pre- 
sented themselves to a Newton, a. Bacon, and 
a Bntler, to be 8t<.*nily dismissed ? These 
epceulatiooa have waited upon Divine Revclar 
tion from the beginning. They are mere 
reproductions of old error to the present 
(lay, however tinselled with fiouie glitter of 
novelty. They continue tir ensnare those 
who are rather willing to receive them than 
to submit, without question or reserve, to 
the authority of God in the volume given by 
Hia own inspiration, and to accept tliose 
doctrines of Ilia e^'erhlsting gospel wliich 
are built on the foundntion of .npo,^tles and 
prophets, J(!aua Christ Himself being the 
chief Corner Stone. 
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There ia a depth of nieaning, coDsisten 
with all Scripture teaching on the point, in 
this axiom of Paul, '* with the heart m 
beheveth unto righteousness." It ia by 
"preparntion of the heart" in man that 
attains fa,ith (the gift of G*ie1) to lay hold 
Cbii&t as the end of the law for righteouenoss 
to every one that heliovoth. Th^^n there can 
be^ also, that "^anewerof the tongue'' where 
confession ia made unto ailvation. 
kingdom of God, in its right<^oua rule, l>ein 
n;(:eived with the teai'hable nihid of " a little 
child" there is a real entiy theieiu, I 
exeelleney en^ges the aflbetions, whik' i 
power inclines the will, and there is a livi 
expcrienee that, not with the head, but wi 
the hcait, doth man believe unto rightco 
neas. Thus ia Itnown a settlement in Chri 
which cannot hfi ehaken by all the advr 
winds of doubtful dispiitatirin aTid i-hilly 
sceptieiam. But this settlemi-nt would ntv 
have l.>etn attained, had not the approach 
truth, divinely revealed, been mado in th 
way divinely appointed. A hcnltliy lo, 
in place of superficial reasoning, would 
taught that the highest oilier of Truth 
Truth divinely revealed — could be justly 
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ceived only tlirough tliat epiritual meclium by 
which alone it can be rightly apprehende*! 
and aavingly embraeed. 



WHY IS SUCH STRESS LAID ON BELIEF 

m DoariiiKE? 

If the question be asked how it can be that 
a sound form of doctrine, and belief in it, 
should be made so caeential, the true answer 
lies in these &w words : it ia t!(c will of GoA. 
There have been, rdwaye, those who take tlje 
ground of this couplet — 

** For luojes uf iaith let Eealoua bigots iigljt 
He cnnU be wrong whose ILffl is in the rigiit/' — 

But God has seen it meet lo uonut^ct the 
growth of a practice that la right in His sight 
with the root of a Eotmd and imadulterated 
doetpino* Thia may be very Btumbling to 
such as do not deeply ponder the inquiry^ 
" Who U^th known the micd n{ tlic Lorct, f»r 
wlio liatli been lli& counsellor?" But He 
hath joined doetiine imd practice — hath 
linked holiness of life with a ti-ue faith, right 
conduct with right doctrine — and what Ho 
hath joined, let not man put aaunder. 
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Experience Ixifltifica tliat thia is Hia me 
under the diapciisation of the Ooapel o; 
Sou. Whcrevi?r a churdi does nut iij; 
sounii doctiiiie, it witlifi's. Even thos^j 
portions of doctrinid tmtli which may seei^H 
to have less beaiing upon holy living than ' 
the loading; doctrines of tlie Gospel — eu< 
for instance, as the teaching of Scriptiu"c aa 
the Holy Three in One — cannot be let fall bj 
;i churrh without a blight ujjon its true pi 
sjierity. The fact ia uuileniable, howcvi 
sLirt.ling to mere reason, and opposed to eTei 
deduction of human -u^isdom. But though 
deep tiling and a mysterious one, it is a thing' 
revealed, and thcrefoi-e to be implicitly ac- 
cepted. The New Testament eo abound s , 
with clear testimony to a distinctness of tli^H 
Holy Tliree in the union of the Godhead, very^^ 
often oeonmag in one or two verses, inciilen-, 
tally aB it were, that the simple and docil 
reader cannot ignore so prominent a doctrim 
It is much more effectively brought out 
this Av;iy — tlie ursystfiuatic but convincin| 
method of Scriptui-e — than by tliose Insulat* 
text« which have been singled out and fix* 
upon afl its main euppoit. And this beinff 
an, it is not for us to question its eaaentiol 
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impjrtnnce to the vitality of Chnatism fjiilL, 
and to the liealthfulneaa of that lify wliich 
oouaiBta in the knowledg;Q"of the only truL 
God, Rather let laa eay ^ith tlic apoatle. 
'* Who hath known the niLnd of the Lord that 
He maj instruct him 1 but we/' he adds (in 
the sense of eimfumiity to his Lunl in ac- 
quiescence with the divine wlU) " have the 
mind of Christ.'* This is the true filial &pirit 
of ohedieDce, and it leads to increase of knmv- 
ledge alao : for he that doeth the will of God 
"Bhall know of the doctrine" In this process, 
there is often a aewi'e denial of self, Thcri' 
is a "self-denial" that comes with observation^ 
and is seen of men ; bnt there is a deep4?r 
aeif-deuial, that comes not to tJie surface, in 
total renunciation of self-seeking, self-will, 
and aelf-righteoiiencfls as respects the great 
question, "how can man be juat with God?' 
It ia not without a struggle that we so eease 
from OUT own williugfl, opinions, and work- 
ings, aa to understand the answer ^jiven by 
our Lord to the inquiry, ''what must we do 
that we may work the works of God?" — "This 
is the work of God, that jc believe on Him 
whom He hath sent" In the iicceptnoce of 
the waj of faith, we come to learn the nature 
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of this work of faith ; and the faith which hi 
displaced reason, aatothe heavenly mystfTia 
of our holy rdigiilc, lieing an ex(»f.'rituce anil' 
not a, sjieiiuiadon, Ijas pra(iLi«;al ffliL-at^y -^ 
" who is He that overcometh the world hul 
he that helieveth that Jeatia is the Son of 
GrO-l ?" We can he reasoned out of oup 
opinions, but not out of our experience. 
Behef must be with the heait, to be unta! 
i-ighteousnefls. The assent oi the undereland- 
iu^ merely, even to ri^ht views, would not, 
if obtained, work experimentally aud there-^i 
fore efficiently. Goapel truth, received in th^H 
love ni it, tvorks by love i'^^ for faith, working by^^ 
love, liiya hold of it, And love constrains the 
atiectioiia, while it alao contrals the judgment d 
"the love of Christ conatraineth us; becai 
we thuajudn:e, that if om> died for all, thei 
all were dead ; and that He died for all thi 
tlioy which Hve ahould no longer live unto 
themselves, but unto Him who died for 
aud itjs*" again," 




■ Tfiib in uiHLeuifib]?. "Tlie fruit of tfte Spirif it Lovt 
Bnr J.Uh *Xi(ht of ft rjrtte ftiilflri^ not tu Knnud IhP f/r/rmt t 
»Ju»iiW li- mkcm wlisu Cfial ''getting up I/i jXH\t^ wliirli it 
jnAffDfat" fnco, Fo*. jwIb u^f its fwn oyiai-iii ahvct Ijjvt 
uukc-^ libfhL oF " Charity" in ita Iii^h ai^ir-um-rtjon ; fitiU ti 
iUN'[ni\"i iia uioi-emtnts u upurious, if uol evea iu ilie nitupii 
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THE TEACKraCr OF FRTETnT)S TX itE- 
GAltD TO "WORSHIP AKD REINISTliV 
BK MYii^TrCAL AND IMPIUUTICABLE, 
"VN^AS NOT, THEX, TEE APOSTLE PAUL- 
IN 8USTATNTNCr THLS TEACHING, AN 
IMPRACTICABLE MYSTIC? 

QuiETiaM, toyeticism, apiritiialiam, traca- 
cendetitalisni ; that Quakeriam ia a religious 
Utopia, and that it is rather tlii^ ghost tlinn 
the suliBtamre of Christ iunit.y — all thesL- lut' 
among the lighter alle^rations that have he/?n 
hurled at the Society of Friends. But \vliat 
has been the root of all tliifi contmnoly and 
oppcsitiou — truly of this "too much contempt 
and wrath?" In a word, because the teat^h- 
lag and system of Friends, in respect of thu 
prime point of worship, make that acriptnml 
jind inesoraWe demand upon the whole mind 
of the individual, which is tho very last thing- 
with wliich lio is disposed to comply. TIjih 
teaching and thia system absolutely reject 
every sul>stltutft, whether hy a htmi.n.n priest- 
horxl or by t!je routine of nutwai'd forms and 
stated performanues, for that "worship in 
Epirit and in tmth" which each bouI is ti> 
render to ita God through Jesus Chriat. T\u- 
"platform" of Frieuda 13 the more dreatkcl 
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aud (letoated, bef^use it is seen to be 
veraive of the other raodea of worsliip, 
teatant or Komnn, Voluntary or Estahlislie 
which represent, iu various degrees, the co 
ruptiona, and aot the pritnitivG model, of 
church. Nor ia the virtual, however pcncef 
iiggrcsaion uptin the other i^herished inatitu 
aiid forma of worship at all the \^^ rescnte 
hecauae it is found impossible to deny t 
the " platform " of Friends is, exclusivelyT 
one that will ngrco with what all uphold 
authoritative — viz,j Now Testament doctrine 
— ^in these weighty and primary matters, 
the charges enumerated in the opening 
this j^wiper fire jnat aa applical^le to 
*' comingH together " of the church in primitive 
timt-A (flee 1 Cor. chapter xii. and xiv,) 
thiiy are to the meetings of the Society 
Kricnda. These last prcaent, indeed, t 
only sphere of Christian worship in which the 
express du-eetions of the apostle can 
eaiTicd out. Hia teaching In 1 Cor., chap, si 
annihilates the anomaly f*f a hnman pri 
hood, in showing the common dependence 
every member one upon another; and 
I Cor., chapter xiv., he inaista that <fl( ma 
propbeay (preach) one by one, that all. 
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learn, jind all miiy l* comforted. And not 
only 90, but that (upon the uuderstanding 
that it is a gathering in the oame of Jesus, 
so that Ho IB in the midet to dii^tit tha 
semce)^ "if anjtLing be revealed to another 
that aitteth by, let the first hold his peace-" 
A greater blow to the *' oiie-mati system" 
could not have been struck. For^ even 
when one has rightly gotten the floor, ha 
is liable (if kept in that mind whcroin "the 
spirits of the prophets are 3ubjcct to the 
prophets") to be brought to a stand, by that 
"shutting'' which may indicate that some- 
thing 18 given for communication to "another 
that sittetb by." Nnr can we believe that, 
when met, as a church, for the worship of 
God, and the help and refreshment of a free 
exerciac of Bpiritiial gifts, the company of the 
believers would rush into these ser\'icest 
without the holy pause wherein the miiid of 
the Spirit, iiupressin^ theix" spirits, might be 
made known, dividing to every rmm sever- 
ally, for the right tlivision of the word of 
truth. Thus, all couditions of the primitive 
model ate satisfied by the eyatcm of Friends, 
and by that alone. No other aLlmits, also 
the "prayiug and prophesying '* of women 
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ft)r whirli tlm apostle gives directioii, 
tln^r^fore a^nction, ia 1 Oor. xi. 5-1 S ; and t» 
contend that he liaa in view these spiritual 
gifts ".if " praying and prophcaying/' when h 
rebukes a mode of qucationing. in the co 
fi.rences (probably) of the church, that, vrit 
oUnjr disorders, had crspt m, is not only to 
convict hirri of fiagraat inconsL^teney, but 
to merge, with perverse obtuseneas, the broad 
distinction between the church meetings, UI^M 
whieh it ^as quite enough that women ah'iuld^^ 
be present (without any intermeddling with 
the questions that occupied the men), an 
those ussemblies in which spiritual gifts we 
to be eserciaed for "edification, eshortatio 
^^ and comfort" in iho church, 
^^P Such woa the ''Utopia" of Paul: such t 

^^ "ghost of Christianity" in its first and pu 
I age ! Such the quietism, luyaticism, spirit 

I alism, and transcend L^ital ism of the apostlea 

I and confessors of Christ in their gathering 

I gather unto Him 1 Hostility to a primiti 

I and puit; worship, making such demands upo 

^ all that ia \nthiu the individual man, ma; 

^H nritiirally assert tlmt these are hard aayinga — 
^^^ who ran hear them? Rut it is going still 
^^^ farthLT, pmctically to deny that tlie pi 
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tL»at^Lmg of the New Testajnent is vot to be 
carried out; and tJiat its precepts cnnuot 
be obeyed. The anomaly of professing 
to buitd our institutes by the gviijancf 
ctf the master-builders, and yet to cast 
away the mode! tliey liave funiifilied, needs 
3Km;ely to be further insisted on. It is true 
that church government and regulation were 
left flexible for future times, aecording to 
the ariaiug exigencies and future circum- 
sfcances of the church. But it is ah kt^ tnic 
that the principles of spii-iliial wofship are 
immutable, having their foundation laid in 
the Truth and Revelation of God. If, how- 
evcTj it be alleged that, in too many cases, the 
meetings of Fiienda do not, in thoir prcsi^nt 
working, greatly commend the principlea on 
which they proceed — it is not my puip^se 
trj riifutL* that allegation. Grant that so it 
may be ; but it must be remembered that 
times of persecution, in their influence even 
upon the younger, as well as the older, are 
more favourable to religious life than timea of 
prosperity. And it is life in the individuals 
that makes lively meetings, fairly repi-esenta- 
tive of the excellency of a pure v^orship. 
Let solemnity and contrition prevail ; let 
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self-abas lament lead to Jeaus, and faith find 
rest and refreshing in HinL Let there 
free course for the outcome in the field 
offering that might attend a living joy 
the house of prayer- Out of the aboundinga 
of hearts in communion ~with God tlirougl^H 
Jesus Christ by the One Spirit^ expression,^^ 
whether from older or younger, would 
likely to flow in true harmony with spiiitu 
woi"8hip. Thus would our meetinga revivi 
and theit offeriuga be pleasant to the Lord,' 
as in the days of old, and aa in former yeara 
Thus would they he no longer a weak result 
and !LU imperfect illuatration oi our Scriptura^^B 
principles. They would strike tlje discemingi^ 
and attract the devout. Their platform wooli 
be eoen aa apostolic, and tlieir service to 
not in tbe letter, l)ut in the spirit AVhcther, 
therefore, is it letter, iu our ]ow estate, to 
resort to new udjuocta, or to ask for freah 
outpouring of the Spirit; to be busy in 
changing the platform* or earnest for the 
raising of hfe ? A more realizing faithj as 
seeing Him that is invisible to be prcaent 
with tboae who gather together in Hia nam 
would do wonders for ua still, whether niee 
iugs were large or amall. 
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No donht it haa been the want of this faith 



that has led to such 



of 



primitive 

trutha. The aim of Friends, from tho be^- 
uingj was to rGcall the church to this realizing 
faith ; and to teach, that in the power of it, 
nothing that Chriafc comraaodcd would be 
tampered vith as impracticable. We scx:^ 
thi.^, not only in these, their lea^ding vii,'\s'^ 
on worahip and ministry, which depend upon 
an actual, though invisible presence, with the 
church, of hor omnipresent Head, Itut in the 
various branchcB of thi^ir testimony that 
spring from the same root. Pcrhapa we see 
it in none more than in that agnmst all war, 
the can'yiug out of wliich Is ^ironouneed, even 
by fellow -Christians, impracticablt*. But, 
being founded on the precept of Christ, it 
hna been steadfastly maintained, by a rciilizing 
faith, which, while it condcmna the world, 
cannot absolve a war-approving church. 
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SCItlPTUEE READINGS IN iCEETINGf 
FOR WORSITTR" 

There must hav« Lcen some stivimg reason 
why the early Friends refused to have Scrip- 
ture readings in their meetings for worship. 
They carried the Bible in their pockets as 
well as in their hearts; they had it chaiiir-d 
tu their meetiiig-ljouaL^a; why did they uu^j 
read it in them? It would have relier^H 
them from much miareprcscntation ; it would ' 
even have gone far to set them straight with 
the leas prejudiced of their opponents; i^t 
would have taken away the reproach th^H 
upon their system, of worship, there wns on " 
giiaraiiteu far anything at all being fui 
upon tlie table. 

Was there not a cause ? And, though I 
not remember to have Been it sot forth, 
cannot doubt that this cause may be found 
in their quiek intuition, that from the moment 
they recognized any stated instrumentality 
whateoever, aa a part of spiritual worship, 
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how tQ lolijct, itQii whi) abculd tvutL, &a &o. — for tlji'se will 
€ic*;9i to every oas : my mm ia to go belfiv tlio jturlki^t tu Uje 
riwt of priiiL'Iplu in tlif n^itipr. 
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tbty would Bc^tj witliin its spliere, a plant 
whose growth ^ould unfold, and whose ad- 
jimots would cxpacd, into an ovcT-ahiw:lowiixg 
and obaciuing of the tnie character of " wor- 
ship in ajiirit and in truth/' 

The place for the Bible was in the memory 
and tht' h<?;irt, in itn eonnexion with v^"o^sllip, 
There it was, refidy to the Spirit a hand, to 
take o£ the things of Jesus Christ, and apply 
them in meditation^ or impresa them, for 
coiumtmieation. And care vans taken that 
even the young and inexperience il should be 
brought up, uuder hoine instruction and in- 
flueUL-t* (aee the eitrly writings and minutos), 
so far to the level of the worship, as for some 
sense of ilia Divine presence to quicken aud 
solemnize, conducing to those prepamtions of 
the heart toward worships winch are from the 
Lonl. Thus could the younger, with the 
older, i^wilake in their uicetijig-s of the 
heavenly dew that ceitainly deseeutis upon 
the wjuting soul, and could sit luidcr the 
shadow of Jesus, the true Vino, knt>\^'ing His 
fruit to he sweet to their taste, whether in 
His immei.Uatere freshiugs or in the fruitfui- 
nesfi of Hif> living Ijrjiiclie^. The preaching, 
the prayer, the praise, that was, ui^der Hia 
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own putting fortb, the outcome of eomniunii 
with Himself, could not fail to harmonij 
with the tone of every worfihipptng mini 
whether lc33 or moPe auited to its own con- 
dition ; and throughout the service of aaeh ^, 
meeting, either in silence or in speex?h, th^^| 
would he no jar. In fact, an atmcspbei^^ 
would be created, wliich, while favouraljle to 
fresh openingB and lively offeringSj would not 
agree with ai3y form of statcl instrumentality ; 
an atmoaphijrc in which aU that sprang from 
the Spii'it would have free course, but in 
wLich nothing deviacd by Itiiman arrange- 
ment and aelectioTi would make way, or coi 
be felt as any other than sin iiitruaion. 

There does not appear to be any Seripl 
warrant for '* Scripture Readings " in meetings 
for worship. The practice of the Jewish 
synagogue to which our Saviour conformed 
wiieu '' He stoorl up to read " will scarcely b^. 
addiice.rl ati hearing upon the worship of tj]^| 
new and spiiilual diapcnsatiou. It woul^^ 
prova too mueh, if it proved anything at all, 
and carry us, in these gcspol daySi back to 
those Jewish ceremonials, to which, whUc HlA 
dispenaation abrogated them. He nevertheless 
personally auhmitted. Moreover, had the 
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caae been ao wholly and csficntially otherwise, 
as tliat He had instituted a Christian mode of 
worship, ;uid takpu Ihi? saniG j^irt in it that 
He then took iu the synagogue, — I see not 
that His divine selection from IsEtiah. and 
shewing, in the power of the Spirit, the ful- 
filment in Himself, would, supply any just 
analogy or adequate warrant for anch '*ISi^rip- 
ture Readinga'' in connexion with onr worship 
aa uow appear to he c-ontemplated. 

It is vt^rv uncongenial to damp the ardour 
and chill the aspiratioDe of the youug, the 
earnest, and devoted ; but I have so stroDg a 
belief that such contemplated innovation 
would lead on Into a state of things in our 
meetings for woi^hip whieli theni,se]ves would 
lament, that it seems the more neeessary to 
set forth somewhat of the other side of the 
question. Those who have l^een wont to 
come together in worship, ** looking unto 
JesuBj" to at^ttle into contrition and solemnity 
Lefoi-e Him; to engage iti such exerdsea of 
aerj'et lieart^aearching, confession, petition, 
and praise, as He brings upon the waiting 
8oul J to meditate on the texts that may bo 
proaentcd ia the opening of fi'eah light and 
unction ; and, if they speak, to speak as they 
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believe the Spirit prompts ; — those 'wto have , 
kiiosvii this aort of esperience in our meetdng^^A 
(and surely aome that may now advocate the^^ 
change mu^t have done flo), will Liivt bee 
luade aware that a covering of lieavtnly go 
is thus hrouglit over meetings, and a sense 
the spirit of worship difTuaed in mnayhearts^ 
with which themsiilvca would have shrunk t** 
iatctfei'e by any novel importation vrha 
ever. la it therefore too much to infer th 
when the hnrrier against every fomi of state 
performaueL' had bfeu lirokeu down, and th e , 
way made for disquisition upon what ws^H 
solootod for " Scripture ftca<iiug/' instead o^^ 
the spooking ia a freah opening of the Spirit^ 
that then the cfFeet upon minda atill capable ^ 
of some appreciation in tliese weighty mattct^B 
would be audi a at^nae ly^ deterioration^ that^ 
tb<.'y vvuold deeply regi-et having been inatra-, 
laentiil to the innovation ? Thus, while oi 
meetings for worship woultl, at once, 
epoiled for the older nnd more csporicnc* 
the gi'jidual operation might be to minisi 
cothing but vexatiim and regret to those who 
had briHight iu thi* diange, and commil 
themselves rheiv^by to the eventual la; 
waste of the testimony to a pure worslup, uul 
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to withoring the joj of its holy and blessed 
rcfroehniGntB, 

The movement is not altogether ne^. It 
is the reproduction of a proposal that haa 
been made before, but was neither of healthy 
orighi nor liappy omen. In the preface to 
the *' Sequel to an appeal to tbe Yt?arly 
Meeting of Friends," Thomas Foator (disowned 
for avowed Cmtarianism ) says, **In the- 
Ycarly Meeting for 1809 ... a proposal waa 
made, for the meeting to i-ecommcnd their 
[the Holy Scriptures] being publicly read in 
FrieiKlij^ Meeting . - _ before I close this 
pre^ce I woidd again eiu^neatly reeumuiend 
it to all the members of tha Society who may 
pemac theac pagea/' {P. 13, Preface, 1816). 
There was also, about thirty years ago, on 
the part of those who aTibeequently left the 
Society, tbe same earnest recommendation of 
tbis cliaiige in our meetings fur worship. 
But, so far as I knoAv, it is only in the present 
day that we find thoss who, we would not 
doubt, are with ub in faith nnd principle, ad- 
vocating auch a chaogen These oi'c eonaidera- 
tions that seem to invite a pauae in a raove- 
ment partly mjitle, it iimy Ije, to '' veiitiLde " 

the subject, and possibly without full con- 

n 
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aideration of all that it involves, or of all it 
might inflict, in its working out, upon tl 
worship aud the teatimony of thie Sociiety. 

Oae dues not covi^t to be thargfi'd wil 
writing in what ie called the "hobgobli 
style," or a picture might be di-awTi of some 
of the probable conscquencen of the proposed 
change, which even its promotei's woiil* 
ftcarcelj admire. It would he the introducti* 
of the fixed and formal, i<i [ihice of the 
flexible :tiid free. It would turn attention 
from Him who immediately gives the portion 
in due season, to the apportionings ai 
(doubllGsa)to the expositions of num. Anoth< 
(^haract^r being given to the worship, soi 
would deem it alao required the aid 
psalmody, lunl othera that certain outw 
tnkeiiH of fcnno]uuion should be added, 
atmosphere would be created, congenial 
the tcaoher, the eeripturian, the expositor, bi 
in which the minister, in the e.rert'T<se of 
spiritual giji, could cot move. There mi^h1 
!n' au assitnilation to other congregation*^! 
tliat would pleiiae tlie supL'rficia! for awliil^^^ 
but it would come through a atiHing of the ' 
life that would sorely opjiresa tho living. 
Who that has known favoured meetings 
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among Friends, in which, amiJ pauses of 
reverential eilencCi brethren antl sisters liave 
followed each other m hvelj miniatiy, pr^tyer, 
praisej each coiitributiug to the lioly 



or 



complement^ so as best to illustrate our eco- 
nomy in tho division of the word (which I 
tftko to ho in the division of labour therein, 
a£ distinct from any approach to the one-man 
sysLom in our meetings); who that baa felt 
the solemnity of united worship in sueh 
silence, and the re&eehmect of auch ministra- 
tiona, but must admit that, in such meetings, 
"Smpturc Reading" would have been but 
damaging? la it not bettor that some in- 
creased zeal amongst us should aim at having 
such meetings as these, than cast abrjut for 
outwii.rd appliances ? They may be simple 
enough in their beginninga; but tbcyrepresent 
another standard, and contribute to another 
tone of mind. Th(y may even open the way 
for such a gradual inroad of form, as would 
I not merely fetter the liberty of the Spint 
f but extinguish the very life of worship. 
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THE I^LLOWSHIP IX CHEIST OF 
UNTVEESAL CHURCH. 

Although it may be, sometimes, a requir* 
eoursej it is never^ to a catholic spirit, a pit 
sant ono, to dwell upon tlic points on whi< 
Christians differ, rather than on those upoi 
which all true Chriatiana agree. It is rigli^^ 
occjisionally^ to give an explanation of ou^H 
'listiuguisluug viywH ; but it is much sweeter 
to trive a reaaon for our hope. It ia fair to 
uttumpt some correction of miaapprehonaii 
and miarepreseututions ; but it ia far moi 
congenial to join mth all who love the L( 
-tcaua ill exalting Hia bleaaed name, and 
acknowledging the precious followsliip thti t j 
subsists hetwoL^n all those to whom "Ctiri^H 
is precious." In Him there ia esaeatia!^' 
unity among tlie believers, through all 
divoraitiea that mark theii'respcctivc eburchci 
Andinsteadufour giving way to deapondenc; 
iiL tliat their division into mcUi seems 
much to impair tht- con^niiciiig oue-ness 
iheb testimony, may we not rather 
some comfort in perceiving that their absotm 
o^cment in the foundation doetinL-a of tht 
Goapcl of Jesus Christ, stands out the more 





OF THE TJMVEESAL CntTItCiL 



121 



clearly when relieved by those divpraities^ 
I have said some comfort, from a very keen 
Benee that much can hardly be derived from 
any phase of a subject so ungrateful to many 
of our beat feelinga Perhaps, indeed, to 
those who feel th^ae aeparatm^ iniluerices 
moat acutely, there remains but one mode of 
reconciliation to them — that they may not be 
out of the diviuc purpose and will. We 
know that the -ways of God in dealing with 
man, and with the world, are not as our ways, 
nor Hift thoughts jus our thoughts ; and may 
well believe that so it ia also in His dealing 
with the visible church. He may have aeen 
meet to reserve the joya of perfect unity for 
the scene of perfcict victor^' ; and to forbid 
the delights of an univeraal fellowship from 
offering a rest, short of the time rest only 
found in Him of whom the M^hole fjunily in 
heaven and Ciuth ia named, and not to be 
fully enjoyed save in the perfection of a better 
land. Yet there are very palpable and sweet 
evidences that the forotaate of the heavenly 
unity is known even here below. No matter 
what paxtitiona di'vide us denominationally, 
heart leaps to heart when we diaciover that 
the dearest Friend of each of ua is the same 
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bleesed Jesus ! Because of the aayor of Hi 
gGod oiutiuenta, His name ia poured forth 
an unction tliat fills with its odour the 
apiritual house oi His church. There ia 
common and uniting aenae of its precio 
perfume, and of its unfailing efficacy for the 
healing of the wound that sin htith madq^l 
We love Him because Ke first loTcd ua, ano^ 
feel therefore, aa the lieloved disciple argue^ 
thiit we ought to love one another : nor grie 
any, as Paul I'enmide us, fur whom Ch 
died. Thus, the unbroken unity of heav 
beeomeB an addt^d attraction upward ; and, i 
contemplating the future victory of the full 
redemption, wc do not forget tlnit it shall h^M 
the "redeemed, out of every kindred, andH 
tongue, 
sing the 

"Thou art worthy ; for Thou wast slain ; 
haat redeemed ua to God by Thy bh>od 
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and people, and nation," who shall 
BOiig that, in heaven, ia ever ne' 
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irOTES OJJT SOCIETY TOPICS,* 



L — IS SILENCE THE BASIS OF WOBflHiP ? 



The importance of the right use of words^ 
eBpecially on important eubject&j may be taken 
for granted. A maater of language, my late 
dear and venerable friend Woniaworth, has 
told me that he -would spend a fortuight upon 
a word, rather than he deprived of the one, 
if our tocgue could fuiuish it, that shouM 
express not only his meaning, hnt his shade 
of meaning. Another gruat authority, the 
present archbishop of Dublin, haa well brought 
out in hia Study of Words the interest and 
the weight of the subject ; and 1 am sure 
that my own dear people do not ignore it. 
No one ean think su who haa been uiueh 
eoneeroed iu the preparEitu.iu c»f doeumenta 
for Society adoption. Nor will any one, and 
surely no clork, who for a course of years has 

' "Sodety Toplia" — iff,, topita leifltmg to iLt religious 
Satiety of FrirlLdtl. 
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sounded tho depths of inceititude as to tlic 
best word in answering '' Queries/' 'who has 
tossed for a while on "'hopes uncertain 
billow/' then gradually subsided into " trust" 
and at last acttlcd in "beli^J"' — never will 
such an one, nor micb a clerk, require addi- 
tional evidence that Friends attack no small 
importance to the right use of word.5. But 
an expreasion on a very weighty subject has 
latterly come in among uSj and, so far aa I 
know, without question or challenge, that 
seems to me to call for examination- 1 have 
some doubt of its accuracy in itself, and 
whether it may not be somewhat raialeading. 
Wo now hear it said that " silence is the basis 
of worship ;" but I rather think that the^j 
b<vd3 of worship is faith, not Bilcncc. Silenc^H 
ia the aid, not the ba^ia. Worship, or cominff^^ 
unto (rod, is baseA upon the belief that he ia^ 
and that He ia a rewarder of them. that^_j 
diligently seek Him, This the apostle d&^f 
elates is the cjwe^^/cr^ basis of that resort unlo^^ 
God which consitutcs truo worship. For ho 
that conicth unto God mtist do it on thia- 
(/round of faith — must believe that He i^^| 
And without this faith it U impi^hte to^^ 
rt'Uiitsr service that pieoaes, or worship that 
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acceptable to Hun. This faith hionblGe all 
that 13 of man, briligitig into sonic aenac of 
the divine prcacncc, and subduing into some 
conformity to tiie divine will — ao far as to 
induce the deaire that, as respecta our medita- 
ti-ons aa well as our services, th(i control may 
be in the band of Christ, and not be taken 
into our own. It is on the baab of thia faiths 
and not on the bttsia of ailcncc, that the time 
worshipper cnmes to God in 'ft'orsbip- Silence 
ia a Eiost helpful aid, if not tlie best nie-ditim, 
oi thnse exercisea in spiritual worship of 
which the true bfUiis is faith. Silenca can 
provide no foundation for '*Lope toward God;" 
no ground of confidence in him, nor of ex- 
pectation from Ijim. It is not on the basis 
of ailence, but on the basia of faith, that the 
worship rests in which we can breathe — "my 
aoiil, wait thou only ujion God, for my ex- 
pectation is from Him." 

n. — WEEK-DAY MEETINGa. 



It baa been found, experimentally, of deep 
importance to Iceep tbcm up, and to keep 
them up on the morning of the veok-day. 
At the present time it '\& trae xV'aX. i^SkSi:^ i^"^ 
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(JUT young men are in the employ o£ tin 
who (even if they be aerious memhtTJ* ol 
chutchea), having no such morniuff acrvia 
themselves, t'^u sL-sircely he expected 
liberate their employ^; and therefore 
such young men might be better provided 
for by an evening meeting in the week. But, 
while there can be no objection to a siipple-^i 
mcntary evening meeting on their aecount^^H 
where botur more experienced Fiieiitla can ' 
UDclertake to attend it, iu iiddition to the 
regular week-day morning meetijig, there is 
a valid objection to the deatraction of ai 
institute which hns worked efficiently foi 
epititual health iiud preservation amongst ui 
^I mean our morning week-day meeting 
Whether it be a merely human inatitute, 
atay not to in*^uin? ; enough thiit it has been' 
known b}' not u fi^w to have had special value^ 
in consolidating Christian eha.ract6r, and i 
deepening religions experience. They Tv-itl 
whom the morning is almost the only time i 
whieh tlie mind can Adequately embrace tin 
objects itnd exerciser of a meeting for wdibIu] 
(and such there are), may feel too strongl' 
on this point Yet who ^vilI deny that am 
objects and exerciacB do call for the best^ the 
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freshest, the least pre-occapied hours of the 
day ? SucL moniuig mifetings, iilso, ar(i often 
much more in tht nature of the oompany of 
tho believers than the general cougrcgatLon of 
First-daya. And in thia voluntary recGSs 
from the cngroasincnts and the whirl of life, 
aeafioiiR of peculiar refreshment, as well as 
inatruetioii, £ue enjoyed ; in which, often m 
silent commuuiou, a sense of the aweetness 
of Christian fellowsliip is preciously conJii-med. 

I vcntnrc!, therefore, upon the genend 
sentiment (always reserving the diact-etion of 
Particular and Monthly Mcctinga, which must 
be upheld) that aU new movement'^ tonching 
week-day meetings should he firat *^onsidered 
and tried, rather hy way of addition than of 
fluhstitution. If some of one's beat and 
happiest hours have heen in the company of 
the faithful, in email and ofton silent week-day 
momiDg meetings, one cannot but strongly 
feel the grievance, upon those of like experi- 
ence, in having the.se moming meetiiiga in- 
terf^md with, so aa for them even to disappear 
in a shuffling and dislocating process. 

No special case is in view : in fact, these 
rcmnrka may he premature ; but the driving 
hurry of om- times is contagious ; and without 
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Tvarning aiid wateluEgT railway speed ma 
cany a^ray even our week-day meetings from 
the deliberate freahneas of tlie morning to 
Hatiie.ss am] exbaustion of the evening i 
busy day. 





ni. SILENT MEETraGS, 

It ia annoying to mc to hoar thia suhject^i 

treated by Friends, and underatotxl byother^j^H 
aa if '^"e had any principle to hold meetiiigs^^ 
ill fiilence, Bileuee in uiir iiitietiiigH ia not tht 
end, but the result, of our Christian principles 
If WG believf? that Christ ia with us, and thj 
it belongs to Him to direct the service, wt 
wait upon Him individualij" — an cugagomeni 
that neceaaitatea ailcncc, until it be broken by 
rtipiii'enient to preach (prophesy) or pray. ^H 
There may be an imprcssiou from the^^ 
Spii'it to apeak words [o exhoitation, edifica- 
tion, or comfoit, that may not rise to any full 
proof of miniatr}^ but may be, ncvotthele* 
acccptftblii and serviceable, even to the *'ri 
ing of life," So also may brief utterances, 
jtniiae and thankagivhig aa well as in petitioi 
be triiJy helpful to tlie meeting. But "Iocs it." 
not plainly appear that upon o/rr platform 
{no to speak), if none receive the impreaaion 
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of recxiiirement thus to utter words l»efon? thi> 
Loi'dj the meeting must lemain silent ? And 
it is known, experimentally, that in the 
reverential silence that prevails among true 
worshippers, there is room for those exercieca 
of self-examination^ confeasion, prayer, and 
praise, upon which tlie blessing comes, rt?- 
newiiig oi- Ijestowiiig spiritual stT^ngth, But 
this is qnite another thing from our Laving 
any principle to hold silent meetings. Our 
true and scriptural principle is to hold mcct- 
inga for the worship of God, tiirough Jcsua 
Christ, in snch absolute dependence upon 
Him, t!ip Head of the ninireli, and upon Ills 
immediate dirertion, that silence is only to 
be bi-oken Lipunthe aeuse of His constraint to 
speak ; and thorefoi-e that if none arc sensible 
of such ennstraint, silence is maintained. 
This is no principle to hold silent meetings, 
but such meetings as Christ shidi order, direct, 
and blesiS. 



IV. OUR MODE OF WGRBHIR 

Although the subject of the value of sUence 
iu our meetingfl has Iseen, in the preceding 
note, ap[*i-oaehed, it has been glanced at, 
rather llian treated of; nor would it be easy 
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to exliaust it. *' If your meetings/' 
asked, "are so held*' (as it must be granted, 
they errmGtimes arc), " why do you not remain 
at homo for your siJciit meditation and 
prayer V A question wliich ignorantly over- 
looks the t-estimony to the public worfihip of 
(rod through Jeans Qu'lst, whit^h ia borne by 
OUT thus aAseitibliiig oursdves together, to > 
render our united worahip^ in such sort as , 
the ever-present Head of the ehui'cli ms^fl 
then and there, prescribe. Agaio^ upon ouff 
principles, wc know not that they will 
silent meetings j and are especially 
nioriished not to condnde that, if tbey have 
heen in any plnre held mostly in siltaice 
hitherto, tbey thureftjre ai-e so to be liekl atUj^ 
l*\irther, when silence results not irom ^^| 
want of life, but fi'oni the absence of a ecnl^ 
in the liviog of requirement to apeak, then ' 
the worship in silence ia social as w ell , 
as iudiTiduaJ, and is known to gather t^H 
Rlreijgth of union. This is no mystiea^ 
d(ji;ti"iu(i petuliy.r to the Society of Friends. 
It waa long ago recogniaed among the 
epiritually-minded of other churches, that 
(to use thn worda of oncof them) *' there is 
moTC j}rati^ncc in the congregation thnn in 
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the closet," and it ia scriptural to beiieyc ihat 
thia Divine presence will l3e maniFested in 
proportion ti.\ tlit^ nggregiitc amount of tlit? 
true waiting for it In fact, it revolts reason, 
no less tlian thwarts Scripture^ to hold that 
many praying souls will reccivt? no more 
blessing than one. The promise of our (jrL?ftt 
High-priest to be in the niidet of the worship- 
pers, even of tlic two or three that inet-t in 
ITi,^ nnmc, is expressly connected with that 
" jigi'dcnjtjut " in thdr excreist: whieli gives to 
worship a social character j and it is the 
meeting " with one accord," in one place, and 
not the vocibl Bcrviccs in one place, that 
maintains this social cJiaractcr of worship. 

Of latt<?r times we sec indications that 
these "views are more generally appreciated, 
if Dot rectigmzfd. Thanf is not only ex- 
pressed satUfaction in partaking of intervals 
of silence on cortain public occasions, bat 
Buch intervals arc fin<:Iing their way, much 
more widely than many may be aware of, jxo 
less into the services of churches than in 
connexion with family devotion, especially 
in the Chnreh d England. T do not mean 
that such intervals are of grj^at lenf^th, but 
of iucreaaing length, enough to give and to 
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eataljUah some sense of the value, in worship, 
of devotional sileoce, ^1 

Friends can hardly be too thankfiil wB 
being trained to what others feel their want 
of; "Oh, that we were mere liko you, and 
had more Bilence in our chui'ch," was the 
exclamation to niyaelf of a clergyman of the 
Church of Entrlnm.?, justly standing high 
among his brethren. There i&, also, much 
more belonging to this training than may at 
once appear. It tends to promote a thought- 
ful and an equal mind. Where Lt ia wisely 
ministered it is fayourable not to a hairen 
quietiem, but to a mental conditit»n ftuacep- 
tUJe of the imprt'atfiona of the Spbit; and 
the fiTiit would be seen in onr being more 
amenable, even in the social circle, to that 
drawing into silence, M'hieh might lead on to 
prayer, praise, or exhortation. So it was, in 
my recolicction, oftener than now ; and mort 
frequent, also, in former days, waa the utter- 
ance of a hritif thiuik&giviiig, hefore or after 
meals, at the tables of Friends. It uiighj^ 
almost seem as if then, with kss of the un 
atarding, there was more of the spirit; 
while, what divine authority baa jointed — in 
the things of religion — '* the spirit wid tlie 
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understanding," wc muat not pnt asunder, 
let D3 take heed, in these eaj^y-goiiig days, 
lestj witli more of tlie understanding, we have 
less of the spirit. 



V. — OS GmNG TO QUAKTEKLY A3 WELL A3 
MONTHLY MEETINGS THE INTTIATmC TO- 
WARDS AN ADDITION 0¥ ELDERS. 

I DO not expect another revision of our Book 
of Rules, c&c,, in my time. But a few points 
occur to me that, whenever it takes place, 
might l)e looked at One would not prosa 
them prematurely. Indeed, the advantages 
of change may often scarcely compenaatc for 
the difHculties that attend and follow it. 
Certainly I had prepared a minute, on the 
point I will first mention, t*> offer on the last 
revison ; hut so much was proposed that I 
had not courage to present it. This point is 
thci facilitating of additions to " select *' "^ 
meetings by appointment of eJdcra* I have 
ol:jaerved that, in some cases, the initiative 
would better liti with the Quarterly than the 
Monthly Meeting. There may be a deep 
sense of its weakness and reduction in the 

* I riaploy iLia teriiii ujucli lu I di6lik<' iti hidtdI)' lo ayoid 
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select Quarterly Meeting, and also that there < 
are Frienda within the limits af the Quarterly ' 
Meeting that mightj helpfully, be added. 
But the Monthly Meetings may not see the ; 
case, and may remain wholly inert. It is 
true that indlviduale attending those Monthly ' 
Meetings, whethei eir nicmbera of visiting 
coniniitteea or otherwise, m^y allude to tlie , 
aubject; but as it is not there that the want 
is felt, such allusion or advice may entirely 
fail of its obj«<^t. When a select Qnarterly 
Meeting greatly feels its weakness, and be- 
lieves that the Monthly Meetinge eomprise 
thoae who would be useful additions, it i 
should he competent to inform the yunrtcrly 
Meeting at lai'ge of its eoudition, whicLj 
should thereupon appoint its ckwii eonkmitt|^| 
Hnd rei^iiesL, by minute, its Monthly Meetin^n 
tu appoint. comoiitteea to unite, re speetively, 
with the Quarterly Meeting committee 
considering the subject 




Vr. — 'MEETING.S OF MIKISTERS AND ELD] 

They are rendered the less Ualde to 
hiersii-chical taint, by being in part composed 
of elders, who enter them on an equal footing 
vrith the miniMeiB, both aa respeeta the meet- 
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inga by whom, and the term for ^'liich, they 
are recognized. I see not, indeed, how any 
effident equality, sueli tta eliminates the 
priestly element, could be otherwise Tii:iiD- 
tftined. Tliere aro ideas of a revision of iha 
list of eldera ; and il' this reviaion were to be 
extended to that of ministera alao, 1 know 
not that 1 sliould objVct ; but am Ratis&ed 
that iF th(5aQ niGetings of Ministers aiid Ehlera 
are to be kept up (and of this, tliey who find 
tlie benefit of them are the best judges), iIiobg 
who compose them must ait in them on equal 
tcrmB. Tliia ie e^ential to that absolute 
ignoring of an order separate from the laity, 
which bclonga to our principles. Xor, except 
for piirpoaea of conference and edification, 
\voidd the Soelety aUow of sueh "select" 
meetings at all. It has ever been jealou,'^ of 
their intruding beyond their pro\Tnee, Nor 
was it without a purpose that the way hoe 
been always left open for the initiativei in 
ficknow lodging a minister, to be taken by 
his Monthly Meeting (on the proposal of a 
member) without waiting, a-s ia uaual, fur it 
to come from the "select" meetiags. Un- 
questionably the U3ual course is best. A\Tio 
90 likely to confer^ in the firsif instance, \vifch 
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advantage, aa tlioso whom the moetin; 
large have constituted into such & body?| 
But, ]est it should take too much upon it^ 
and eierciae a veto too absolute, the right 
has always been reserved to the Month^ 
Meetings to origiiiate and carry the ackin^H 
ledgmeiat of ministers; in fact, to ipBOtt' 
"mhilstera and elders" in the matter, except 
,03 individual members of the Monthly Meet- 
ing. And the knowledge of thia reaerved , 
right may uaefuily admonish "select" meet- 
ings not to he too tardy when they have , 
ground t^i believe that the general feeling of the | 
eongregation ia in favour of an acknowledg- 
ment. So far as I remember, thia resc^rved 
right has been seldom practically a&aertcd, 
■while too valuable, in conformity with our' 
flnti-hierarchieal profeasion* to be ignored or 
abridged. Certainly one has some shrinking, ' 
ucder such professiun, frtim the recogDitioQ, 
of a, sort of privileged class in theae " select 
meetings;'' but may it not be permiurod to 
those who bear many burdens for the church's 
sake, to bo atrengthcncd and reixeahed to- 1 
gother in these added opportunities for the 
enjoyment of Ohiiatian fellowship, and the. 
comiort of lov^ ? I wish that it were more 
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generally known what sort ofvieetings they 
are. It has been aatialkctory to olaerve the 
effert prorlufiRcl ou the minds of Fi-iendB nf 
visibing cDfniDittees, attending Ly virtue nf 
thtiir aijpuiiitnient^ though neither ministLTa 
nor elders, in witnesaing^ on these oceaeions, 
the mingling of a true solomnity with an 
instructive conference. The acknowledgment 
has been made, not only that it was good t(» 
be there, hut that they had, previously, a 
very inadequate aeiiae of the nature and Talne 
of " select meetings." 

VII, — ^THB MINISTRY OF WOMEX. 

I SHOULD look upon the abolishing of th<j 
ministry of women na equivalent to the 
admission that the miniatry of the gospel 
is 7wt a spiritual gift It ia upon this 
ground, on which men and women are one 
in Christ, that the gifts of the latter have 
been reeopniaed, and that ground must be 
given up in order to ignore them. The 
more thU ground is changed to the platform 
of teaching and disquiaition in meetings for 
worship, tlie more will the way of our sisters 
to move in then^ be blocked up. They are 
recogniited as partakers in spiritual gifts, but 
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not aa th« publit- instruetora of llie chui 
and the more they are ousted from a shj 
ill the gift of ininiatry, the more will the 
standard of ministrj" iteelf be aiirt'ly, tho 
it may be gi^dmJIy, lowered The tUap 
ing of our Bisters' service iii this spirit 
work is no gowl sign ; and it is ima that haS 
come up before in some weak ptrioda of u 
history. In John Story's di-'feetion, 2 
years ago, we find ''he had much reflec 
upon several women for bearing theii tcs' 
mony against that spii'it ; and 1 met w 
two good women tliat had been upon 
service of truth, and ]ijid n good testimo 
He grieved them, bidding them go ho 
about their bo&icese, and wash their dish 
and not go about to preach ; and &aid 
Paul did absoluti'ly forbid women to prcac 
and sent them crying home" (p. 73, Siren 
in Wt^akness, Life, dtc^, of J-Jltz. StcJTt\ 
3tl edit. 1746), Yet wilb all my sense 
tile weight :nid l>earing of this subject, I hft' 
not been able to regret that, of late ye 
the visits of oui* ministering sisteiB to 
Yearly Meeting amid the prea&ure of 
proetiedings in *' transacting the Hfliiirs of t 
cUureh,' Imvc been so markeiUy uufrequ 
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One may not feel quite siire that Paiil would 
have sanotioned thcix movomonts in thm 
particular liue, ^'bili; it va certain that he 
recognized thi^m in the gifts of prayer and 
proph&cy (projiching) by the directions he 
glvea for them in exerciBing tlioae giftnS. If 
this piaetice should decline, it is, bovvcver, 
much better that it should do so sub sih'ntio. 
An active interfere nee with it might touch 
principles that must be auatjiined. But one 
feels that these *' liberations" are almost too 
great a weight to rest upon our sisters in 
their Annua,! Meeting; as also that it i.s 
seat'eely the thing that the Yearly Meeting 
has only a voice upon " the time." Nor, if 
this amoimt to a veto on the part of the 
Yearly Meeting, is it quite rights on priiieiplc, 
that the veto to important movements should 
be given on mere questions of "time/* 



Vin.— THE FUSCTtOy OF ELDEKS, 

Thehx 13 a fi?equeut complaint that elders 
say very little to those who s|jcak in meet- 
ings for woi'sMp. That a Friend has been so 
engaged for years, and yet never bcenapokcn 
to by an elder, has been accounted a seiioua 
allegation. Bat ailence may have been 
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wisdom. It is even possible that a charge 
may have been received, *'not to epeak cither 
good or bad." The deeper the experienco 
of the elder, the greater will be hia fear of 
intermeddling ■with the Lord's own work.; 
Inde«?d, the usual aceeptatioa of the function 
of elders may he a mistake altogether; and 
to keep it up is to draw a sharp line ol 
demarcation between miniatera and elders 
that had much better be obliteratei I 
know well that for it atill to obtain is a 
wonderful shield to miniatei-a ; who niighc 
else be liable, without aueh a protecting 
medium, to those critical approaehea of the| 
inconsiderate, the forward, and the preju-! 
diecfl, which now are made to elders instead. 
And, perhaps, it is scarcely wise to let oui 
that eldera, many of whom, happily, hava 
themaelvea spoken in meetings for worship^ 
and can symj^thize accordingly, are uol 
inapt, in such a case, to let out at one eaij 
what haa been spoken tn the other ; iml^'-ss^ 
on weighing it, there appears to themselvefl 
to be something in it So far from the giving 
of oilvicc neceaaarily attaching to the appoint- 
ment, I have known of a Friend objecting ttf 
be placed under it, from the fear thai 
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tender hints this Friend had been in the way 
of giving to ministers, might eoma too dis- 
couragiugly from an elder. It m (to me) 
very satisfactory to observe that, in varioiia 
meetings. Friends arc now recognized as 
eldera, and aa such enter ** select meetings/' 
wha ha^'e spokeuj and eantinue to speat 
in meetings ibp worship. For what, after 
all, is the trae function of an elder ? Surely 
tb shfirc in tha care and feeding of tho 
flock. Those who eventually make proof of 
a ministry, caUing in the judgment of the 
church for acknowledgment^ will be all the 
more readily acknowledgol. Thia ia a vaat 
improvemeiit upun times within recollection ; 
when, if an eldeL" began to speak as a minister, 
he withdrew from the Bclcct meeting. jVII 
thia was to mark atrongly the line between 
the miniatry and the eldership. The root of 
this alifir}! distinction may be found, perhaps, 
iu the far tew gre^tt prominence of miniaters 
in out infant eliurch. If the Yearly Meeting 
itself was at first a Yearly Meeting of 
ministers cxcluaivoly, it ia not enrptiaing that 
when the Ycaa'ly itccting (U large flnececdcd, 
ministers only should constitute the select 
meetings ; so that when elders were taken 
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up into those meetinga they came in 
another claefi ; and the perfect incorporati^ 
of ministers anil eltlei's was reaerv*^rl for tC^H 
of th(d futm-e, ^rliiL'h I hope we are l>e(^nn^PI 
to see. 

Elders, especially those who have h\ 
taste of the micistty — -who know, os] 
mentally, eomctliing of what it is to move is! 
meetings for worship — hecome cautioua, 
doubtcrlly, in giving advice; and man 
(!i2C'ni(^fl intrt, wliL^ii they jire ]»[jth awake 
wateliful But it well Ijocoraes them, as thoV 
do, to make t^eneral remarks upoD the niiuiatTy 
in the conferences that take place in MeetiogS 
of Ministers und Eldci-s, iiud in which, miois^ 
tcrs also taking part, the fusion of the ofiici 
as well as the fellowship in spirit, is inci 
iiigly and profil:idily tieen. These 
greatly favour an nndergtanding amongal 
likely more a,nd more to prevail, that 
acknowledgment of minietera generall; 
tlie cuac of elders or others, must \tQ resei 
fottbose special instances in which the ckuTuU 
cannot he satirtfied without this (-lear expre*] 
eion of its judgment. Row dilTerent tlui 
from individual ansiety upon the finlijoct^ 
from thii aolieitudc of a uirclo set i: 
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liy favouritl^ni- Moreover, this is a state of 
tliingii that presupposes and involves the 
presGnee in the church of a (proliiihly) large 
body of thosG who spoak as mii3isti?rs, though 
unrceordod aa such ; and who do &o, not only 
without diacouragcment, but, it maybe, with 
a good measure of accpptflUi^^H It may not 
he foreign to this topic to ioipiire whether 
tbos(» of our nimmt^rs who may have believed 
themsolvoa muoh withtU-awn from the work 
of tho ministry, do not in faet-, tliough not in 
name, niergn into tho sort of oldera described 
ia this note ? They have had an experience 
in the ministry, their judgment aa well as 
their fi-Uowship remain raluabb in ^'select 
meeting^*/' I-^t^l- and roniprebeusive views 
cm the subject — that ministers may he elders, 
no leas than elders may bo niinUt^ra — will 
greatly tond to reconcile some diGcrepancies 
that may discourage diffident minds that 
have felt these discrepancies in their own case. 
But these may be the verj- la&t we fthotdd 
like to loa? fi'oin these meetiugs^ whatever llie 
real chaiTicter in which they remain in them. 

IX, CEBTrFrCATES OF REMOVAL. 

A pROYieioN quite escaped my notice in the 
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conference on the last revision of our Book 
Rules, &c,, which aeenia to me imlikc o 
iiauitl course ; and even liable to lead^ under 
the sanction of express rule, to a breach of 
the gospel order — viz., "If, on aay ground, the 
Monthly Meeting to which a certificate i^M 
delivered shall deem the aame improper t« b^^ 
acceptetl, it shall return such certiHcate to tU 
Monthly Meeting issuing it, and state t 
reason'^ — tlie remainder of the minute d 
not affect my objection — {Book o/Doctri 
Fra<:tice, dc, small editioa, p. 216). Now, 
I think it strange, to aay the least, that powcT 
is thus given, o/i any ground, to a Monthly 
Meeting to refuse the certificate of another 
Monthly Meeting, Nothing abort oitiyround 
coiistitutinyi\ifi,^}\\\tyforadf-arcert\Jicate 
our rules, and that clearly eatabliahed, sho 
confer such a power, broadly to challenge 
proceeding of the recommending Monthly 
Meeting. And while it may not, though it 
ought to, be possible in the refusing Monthly 
Meeting to avoid bringing out the cause (fi 
what private power of overseers or cle 
would contend with tlie reeoui mending me 
^g'X yL*t it is greatly anomalous th 
meetings should be canvassing cases on iivbicli 
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private care may not be exhausted. And it 
may be greatly injurious to such a caeo to bo 
dragged before tbc very meeting that^ if it do 
not contest the point, will have to retain the 
member. If there ia no actual contention, 
there is a,t once the collision of a strong 
opposition in practice between the Monthly 
Meetings. The one aiySj in efFeetj We ad- 
judge your member delinquent, and condemn 
your proceeding. The other, in effect, replica. 
You convict our member, and drag him lie- 
fore your own meeting; and then break the 
gospel order again by di"agging him before 
ouTfij Viefoie, in otir judgment, he sliould re^ 
ceive any but private care. Such may be 
the result of this reroatkable rule, which 
directs the one Monthly Meeting to state the 
reason to the other, without providing for 
any communication between the overseera, or 
even clerksj of the respective meetinga ; as 
well as without attaching the shadow of a 
qualification to "a'tuj ffrouncV upon which 
all theae anomalous and questionable pro- 
cecdings may bo taken, 

X. — QUEIUES, 

OsE eeea now fully that it would have been 
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mncli Ijetter to let tlie foinlL q^ui^ry remain m 
the former words, "Do Fricnda endeavour b 
exEimple iiud puiceptV rather than ** 
Friends careful to maintain a religious 
and converaation ?" the new form havin? 
brought auch a tlifficultj over clerks a 
meetings. It is pitched so high — m 
higher than the query on the same subject 
ministers ami elders, which retiiina the form 
words — that it can Beareelj be anawere 
and becomes almost more adapted for a pi 
among the ?utaDswereJ queiies. 1 t 
meetings Trniy be invitt^d to answer it in 
fovfiier ironJs, withont At all regarding t 
repetition of the expresniou " endcfivojr,' 
deeim to avoid which, I really muat eiippo 
had Gomething to do withBO ti-ulyundesiiu 
a ehangc. 

In the autumn 1 bclicvG it would ho.' 
Irieen well to have had for the tenth qutryl 
leaving the pit^aent t^*nth for an elevcmtli, 
'*Do any Fri<?nds travel from or among you> 
in the work of the ministry, without eortifi- 
cates from tho rapetin^a to which they 
long, or against their iKlvice?" which, it 
be remembered, was, until the last re 
one of the qucriea to Meetings of Minis 
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and Elders, Now tiiis is a qoestion of tact 
find overt act, exactly suited to be the subject 
of a query ; and surely greatly and nearly 
affecting the welfare, unity, and reputation 
of the Society. It was improperly addressed 
to Meetings of Ministers and Elders, wliich, 
not being Meetings of Dia-iplirje,* could not 
have exerted did<_^iplinary action to repress 
disorderly proceedings, however much they 
might compromise the claratter or the doc- 
trine of om' church. But that it had been 
addreaaed to the wi^ong quarter was no reason 
why it ahoidd have been wholly withdrawn. 
I hope it is not inconsistent with libenility or 
charity, to hold that this is a wholesome 
check, which any church that accredits ita 
own njiniatera should have power to apply, 
and would not wisely forego. 



XL — rfiEAcnma akd teaching. 

"Daily in the temple, and in every house, 
they ceased not to tcac^h and preach Jesii3 
Christ" (Acts v. 42). There is a very sweet 

* Wa arfmubligedtornntiiiTiPllufl titli: for the mko of hrevitj, 
t]iouf.'h il ia nol iipprovi^L Bui 1 Lniiw iiirt why we miphi nut 
rcviTt lo tins olJ njiiut— "h Mjilitua man for Mc>nLlii> pnii 
Quflrlirlj MietiiigH p/ C/iur,:}^ CoicntrnfHt^' [Joha HcuVa Tati- 
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sanction here for "family visits;" but that is 
a Qubject that may have a acparato *'note" 
and is not the one in hand. 1 wonder not 
that some, whose judgments, in gent^ral, are 
entitled to great iffeight, should. Lie reaJy, 
upon this and similar passages, in the Acta| 
and elsewhere, to axiive at the view that 
preaching and teaching are bo much the same, 
that where way is made for one, it should be 
for the other. But tho fallaey, ns I roust 
consider it, lies in this, that the teaching of 
which we find mention in these passages, wui 
clearly aln^obb, if not altogether, tlie ^ta-m^^M 
the preaching. In Acta iv, 8-12 we have one 
of Peter's utterances when *' filled with the 
Holy Ghost/' upon which the order was given 
" not to speak at all, nor teach in tlie name ■ 
of Jesus;'* and can there be a doubt that 
thia speaking and teaching was the true 
preaehing of the gospel of Jesus ? But, be- 
tweeu the gift of gospel miiuatry and the 
''gift of teaching/ as we now hear of the 
latter, and as we understand it, there is, and 
there is intended to be, a marked and valid 
dietinctioo* If not, why should any question 
be raised, whether it may, or may not, find a 
place in our meetings for worship, when 
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one tliinkfi of eueli a. question in regard to 
the preaching of the goapel ? Doubtless. In 
such true miniatiy as is the exercise of a 
spiritual gift, there may be that which in- 
structs while it quickens. But the communi- 
cation is not, therefore, removed fi'ora the 
category of pleaching into that of teathiug- 
Thorte who advocate tlie intrcidurtion of this 
latter into our ineetizi|2^ fen worshijj, always 
treat the subject as if coneeious that it is a 
different thing from what wo call ininiBtry, 
for which they thus plead. And it iawholiy 
& dilicrent things as it ia projected to come 
in amongst us in our worship, in fact, as well 
as ill acceptation. 

When tlie pruposed teaching shall proceed, 
a3 Peter's did, from the Holy Ghoat, then let 
it be acknowleciged to he suited to our meet- 
ings, aa being, virtually, the same as preach- 
ing, but not till then. 

Imagine ivhat a change \vould come over 
our worship by tho setting up of another 
platform for [communications ( For it ia 
another^ however much it may be styled the 
gift of teaching. If it were not another, how 
could the question of admittbg it arise ? 
Once change the ground of any qS^-wq.^ '^». 
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meatingH for worsliip, and where 
There are not a few aWe, perhaps willing, t<' 
instruct in Bcriptural matters, whose serviw. 
in its proper sphere, should not he und<?^ 
valued; but it would bo felt by the ex 
perienced that this proper aphere was not id 
connexion with our worship; and nothing 
would more tend to deprive such teachers of 
their right sphere, in which alone they co«ld 
work satisfactorily, than some amount of rt- 
cognition of them in their wrong one. For I 
Particular Meeting, if it thought there vr*» 
already room for all the varied gifts, would 
be then much lesB likely to provide for in 
memhers the S[.'ri[jture rcadiEig or teachijip 
m<*eting that iy i-eally so desirable an adjuDct. 
and in which other ^ifts than that of 
ministry of tho word would find their 
propriate exerciae. 

Think of the effect upon our people 
the advent of the teacher in our wo. 
would gradtjidly effect ! At present, we 
hope, thi-]N.^ h i\ general iliaj^Lisition in 
congregations to wait upon the Lord, 
not on man; at least there ia the 
understanding that so it should he, 
miuifltry, oa at present uudei^stood 
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exercised amongst us, under a frcsli opening 
Biiiied i<y the 5tat« of the meetings harmonizes 
with tlie iiJtlividiial engage-mcint of the wor- 
shipper^ HO far as not to disturb, hut rather 
promote, Hia devotion. But, let him be look- 
ing for the tea^^hing in qTieetion, and things 
become soincvphnt o-^imilatcd to what is found 
in other congregations. There will be an 
expectation from man, perhaps eveu obliviwu 
that listening ia not worship. If this teach- 
ing be allowed to enter, it will so establish 
itBelf aa to extend and prevail, to the smother- 
ing of leas attractive, but more Bpiritual, gifts. 
Our women will begin to feel, aa they arc not 
to teach, and as the intellectual teaching ia 
so much to overlay the spiritual gift in wiiicL 
alone they could be i-ecoguized, that no place 
remains for tlieir eerviue. Hciaring takes the 
place of waiting ; and oppression, rather than 
refi-cshment, becomes the portion of the exer- 
cised members of the church. For, ^'hat is 
the ifleal of a FriemW meeting for worship, 
into which a teaching that isj conftssedly, 
not preaehing, is to be imported ? This ideal 
ia a company of believers met together in 
dependenee upon Chriat, to dii-cct, through 
the leading of the Spirit, not only the ^omx^^ 
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of service, bub of nierlitation, in their worsb 
tlu^ devotional sikiiei^ being only broken 
utteranijea that bear some impress of a sp 
tual gift. These may be^ as they were in , 
primitive churchy utterances from many, | 
differing from each other, but itlike in t 
tliat they proceed, not from emotional a 
but from calm constraint; not from a ta^ 
for teacliiag, but from a present call to ep 
in the ability that Grod giveth. When i 
lata friend, J. J. Gurney, fuund, in his vi 
amongst ua, that a concern eame over hini 
teach, aa distinguished from a commiasiot 
jyreach, he held st^panite meetings for i 
purpose, and cidleil hi^ teaehirigft '' l^tiin 
From the moment that he ri?ceived tbe | 
prossioa thiit he hud to teach mainly by i 
understanding, he felt that meetings ,| 
worship were not the plaeo for eueh c<j 
munieatioti. Thus, faithful to our princil 
in respect of worship and miniatr}', he d| 
a distinction worthy uf all ae[:t:ptationj a 
set an example that cannot be too 
followed. 



XII. — WHAT IS THE RIGHT SPHERE FOR 
EXEROiaE OF A GIFT OF TEACHISO I 

This is a q^uestion which, by those 
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liave read the preceding note, may be very 
fairly askefl. Probably it will be beat found, 
where such i\ gift may be poRa^^ssed^ through 
conference between its possessor, or possessors, 
and the Friends of his or their own uieeting. 
Such conference should be the roault, not of 
a mere individual activity, however zealous 
and sincerei but of a common sense that tliere 
was real loss to the church in the suppreasion 
of any of the gifts bestowed upon its membcre. 
It would therefore be serious as well as open, 
and doubtleas would iesuo in Bomc artango- 
ment that it would be safe and wise to try. 
Nor would Friends in other places be disposed 
to judge unfavourably of whatParticuIar Meet- 
ings really belitved to be good for tliem, and 
especially for their younger members, eo long 
as the guard was set^ with an inflexible de- 
cision, against every inroad upon our meetings 
for worahip. 1 think it a special favour, when 
Friends can come together twice on the First- 
day to real edificatinn. There must be in 
worship, if the tension of a deep engagement 
in individual exercise of soul before the Lord 
can be maintained throughout two meetings 
on the same day, an amount of epirituah ^'Lud 
oven of phyeicalj strength, in which one eould. 
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not but rejoice with the joy of an achniration^ 
tha,t, ID the sense of one's own infirmity^ 
is, nevertheless, a "humbling admiratioD." 
Friends in lar^e and lively mectinga will 
scarcely understand this language, Thew 
may be much atrength in the miniatry, and 
a valuable diversity also, that dispoaea some 
to move in evening, as others may be led tc* 
do so in morning meetings. But, undef 
widely differing eirciunstanceSj it njay be the 
esperience even of the rightly esercisGd (and 
their secret af&ictiou) that, after having gi\t^ 
up fuUy their whole mind and strength ta 
the morning meeting, they seldom find them- 
selves in worshipping order and capacity in 
the ftttemoon or evening meeting. I final' 
l>elieve that the holy habit is attainab]* 
Laving the mind settled in worship aim" 
immediately ; and where the labour for thQ 
meat that doth not perish haa becB, in tha| 
Divine sight, honestly maintained throughout 
the meeting, I am Kitiefied that, though n>- 
viving and refreshment may abound, physical 
exhaustion may succeed. Thus, there may 
be. the will, but not the power, to repeat the! 
same spiritual service in the same day. Are 
there not thoae who could joyfully repair 
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many morning meetings in the same v^eek, 
who have yet to mourn over their insufliciency 
for the manifest requirements of fipiiitual 
worahip, in a meeting tbat so qui'^kly succeeds 
another, in which such worship has been 
faithfully porformed ? Thus, some considera- 
tions have eacapcd me tbat I did not mean 
to bring out, but which do aomcwhat affect 
certaan aspects of the subject in hand. To 
these it may lie as well just to add, that 
where a meeting for worship, strictly coufintd 
to solemn silence, broken only by such offerings 
as are in the immediate putting forth of the 
Bishop of OUT souls, ia weightily held on the 
inominga of First-days, and of ether days in 
the week, there, 1 consider our testimony in 
these great matters Is efficiently upheld, I 
have said ^' slncthj CG/ifivedj" Ae., obBerving 
with pain, not only that notions are afloat, 
but. that proposals ate made, which, by intro- 
ducing ''Scriptiirc readings " into the worship 
of Friends, would, as I must believe, if they 
made Wity amotig us, eventuate in tlie inevi- 
table change of our'' platfoiTu;" intheformal- 
iaiug of our worship, and the deadening of 
our meetings, Nevertheless, if I undcTstand 
tbo real feeling of Frienda, thcio ia & kq*:^^ 
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cordiaJ and earneat desire that Holy Scripture 
ahodid IioM its right place jimong ub. And I 
r^nnotcloiiljtjWherePartiuularMeetings, desir- 
ous to make room for a gift of teaching, and for 
social Scripture reading among tlieir niemberBj 
and not finding strength to aet up, or, possibly, 
to continue to edification, a second meeting 
for worahip on Firat-days, saw it right to 
encourage a meeting of auotker kind in the 
after part of thoae dnya, in wliiciln, in connexion 
with a portion of Scripture, the gift in question 
might have free course,— that Friends in 
general throughout our Yearly Rlccting would 
look indulgently on auch a course, and not 
regard as offenders those Particular Meeting^) 
vrhich had sought to do for the hest, uodvr 
tbeir eireumstaneea, in that large discretion 
which the freedom of our principles may be 
understood to allow. At the same tiiue, if 1 
were asked what I might think the bc«t 
arrangement to meet such cases, if not indeed 
to l>e verj^ generally aJopttiLl. I ahould pc»int 
without liesitiition to the wholesome practice 
of Friends in Glasgow, which eomraends itself 
to me as the true tdeal of a Frienda' Scripl 
ond teaching meeting, dive&tcd of all c< 
promiae, and of evciy exceptionable adjuiicL 
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During tlie large part of the year <1 know 
not how it may he in tke summer uioiitha)» 
when the 8i?con3 oieetirg on First-day ia at 
3,30, and is not long, there ia a genenilmovt 
at the close for a few minutes, when the 
tahle 18 set^ and the Biblea are dietribnted 
among the younger membera, A competent 
Friend, who has made a few notes, in his own 
attentive conaideraticn of tlie portion of 
ScripLiii'e whitih is to eomt? before the company, 
takes his Beat at the table, supported by the 
older Friends. The yoncg people read the 
portion, each one a verse in tiirn ; when the 
whole is gone tlirough (it may he more 
than once), the Friend at the table makes his 
instructire and elucidatory remarks, with 
openings for his friends around to offer what 
may also occur to them. There is seriousness 
and attention, and much of the sense of union 
and edification. Friends in Glasgow arc at 
great distances from the meeting-house, but 
this afternoon meeting, with its valuable 
Buecessor, is well attended ; and the whole 
may not extend much over two hours. We 
cannot prescribe to one another, but I have 
felt more than a liberty to propose this ex- 
ample of a Scripture and ted<:hing meeting, m 
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one absolute 1 J free from objection, and eve 
way worthy to be followed. Certainly, hold* 
iiig the Holy Srriptui'ea in the i^fttimation that 
we do, as given by inspiration of God ; and 
yet rastrained, as I verily believe we rightly 
arc, from '* Scripture readings*' in our meetrfl 
ings for worship, it ia not a little satisfactory^ 
and comfortijig to know that they are thua ^ 
unitedly read and considered by Friends, evGiifl 
afl it were oongregjitionally ; and I believe 
the knowledge that so it is among ua would 
be cheoring and reassuring to miuiy not of 
our pale, who value not a. fow of our religious ■ 
principles, but wlio may have miaapprcheixdcd 
(JUT disuse of Scripture reading in oui' worshi] 
contraiy to the almost universal practice 
the Christian church. 



Xni. TBARLT MEETING. 

Of later years the opening siloncc may hai 
been somewhat too prolonged. It ie well 
have a really solemn and devotional ailenci 
that fihd// he felt, but its proioiujatlon uia; 
have no better effect than to invite communii 
cations tbiit do not add to the weight ai 
impression of the opening of this importani 
meeting. This may also apply, in dej 
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the iiual pause in the closing sitting ; for the 
qualificatioE is rare for Butiafaetory cjqjrcaaion 
on behalf of these solemn aaaembliea ; and 
the lesa qualified may not be the least sus- 
cephible of excithig liLther than cidtiihg in- 
fluence, nntier the sensible diffusion of life, in 
such reverential silence as is known in these 
oppoi^unities. In fact, it seems hut a whole- 
aomc understanding thitt the Yearly Meeting 
is not a meeting for worahip i not, aa it were, 
one sort of meeting within, and under the 
name of, another, but a deliberative assembly 
for transauting the, weighty affairs of the 
ehiu-eh ; aud the more that oiu- ministers 
take this view of the subject, probably, the 
better. It is quite consistent with it, and 
well accords with that religious weight which 
should mark the Yearly Meeting, that pauses 
for religious recollection should from time to 
time occur. The reading of '' leatmionies/' as 
well as the considemtion of other subjects 
that bring solemnity over the meeting, will 
natuTiilly lead to this; and at such Boasons 
there will be room for brief oiforingfi in min- 
istry or prayer. But in fiucli a meeting, held 
in individual 8eiiouane&=^, which so much 
conduces to bjie right issuing of its business, 
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it maybe that tlie watering of the flock m 
l>e mainly liy the descendmgs of thrtt heavenl y ^ 
dew, and by those immediate "sliowere ^H 
blh'aaing," which, when the eyes of tl^^ 
assembled servants are to th*? hand uf th 
Arastcr, may be humbly looked for ; and 
which He still condescends to own their desi 
as a church, to do His will, and to forw 
His work. The two, interposed, meetings for 
worship, with probablyone specially appointed 
in addition (to say nothing of the conue<^ted 
Firat-days)^ in which provision is made for 
solemn united worship, and for the exercise 
of the Bpirituol gifts of the brethren and 
sisters ; and by which also the line ia drawn 
between ra.eetiiigs for worfihip and the ordi- 
nary ftittiugs of the Yearly Meeting, — al! these 
arrangements seem to strengthen the ground 
taken in this note. 

A word upon anotlier and a deUeate poinL 
When prolonged remarks axe felt to be 
weakening to the meeting, it eeema the truest 
kindness to administer a gentle check Thia 
is often forhome fmin the fear that those l^m 
instructed in what public cliscussionK demand, 
and leas used to Yearly Meetings should be 
hurt (and this is the fruit of an excellent 
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spii"it); yet I have believed, of late years, that 
the welfare and woiglit of the meeting itself 
must, in future, be more primarily regarded. 

XIV. — 07f THE MODE OF OBTAIKTKG INFORMA- 
TION AS TO THE STATE OF THE SOCIETY 
AT THE YEARLY MEETIJtfU ; IN {JOKNEXION 
ALSO WITH THE SUBJECTS OF SOME OF TEE 
*' QUEEIES/' 

For many years I have felt the great difSculty 
of preeertuig to the Yearly Meeting any 
adequate and faithful rejireseuLatiou of the 
"Statu of tL(i Society." It is true that the 
ancient wd voce reports made by repreaenta- 
tivea fi-om the subordinate raeetinga, before 
"Queries" were introduced, might prt^scnt a 
more lifdike form than the skeleton of the 
"Answers" But this ancient method lay 
atill more open thun the present one, to the 
serious objection tliat such verljal statements 
would be likely to x\m into particulyjrs of 
"exception/' to the compromise of gospel 
order. This danger is now effectually guarded 
against, firat, by itB being hold irregulELt to 
cany forward any "exception" otiicially 
unknown to tlie meeting returning the 
" Answer j" and, secondly, by its being held 
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regular for the superior meeting to be guii 
exclusively by tlie writrt^ii answer reti 
to it ; yet, it is obvious that, iinportaut 
are these guards, they may operate to prodi 
misre-pvQBQntiition. And, being too imporl 
for the prcservEition of the goapcl order to 
relaxed, there is room for aoine doubt as 
the efficiency of the present means of obi 
ing the required icformatioji. I can, ho' 
ever, only see one mode of relief — viz., by our 
being prepared^ at a future day. to throw atill 
more of the subject matter of the " Queries' 
into those that are " wwanswcred." When 
these last were first suggi^stcd, J own, the 
idea seemed to mia repugnant. A query, not 
to be answered, struck ony aa a notable won 
sequiiur. But the carrying out of the sug- 
gestion has worked well ; and, with due regartl 
to right distribution over the various meet- 
ings, a few more, embracing some of the suh- 
JM^ta of our present queiies, might, iwrhftps. 
be wisely added. Such aubjeeU, tsjiecially, 
iis involve an estimate of conduct, ap;irt horn 
overt acts, might bo thus transferred, to the 
relief of meetings, and of their often-perplexo^l 
clerks ; as well aa to the rcmoviU of that 
mental animadversion, one upon another. 
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whicli queatipns of coaduct, apart from ovtrt 
acts, can scarcely fail to induce. In fact, U' 
discipline, as is held by our best authoritiea, 
can only reach to *' overt acta," how should any 
other, by forming a ground of "exception/* 
be allowed to constitute an iniplitd deliu- 
queucy? 

It would be beyond my present purposG, 
which 13 merely suggestive, to define upon 
what points only the Yearly Meeting ahould 
require a return. But it might be more easy 
than may at first appear to draw the line- 
For instance, there can be no doubt that 
meetings can and should return whether 
they are kept up ; while there may be some 
doubt if they can or should return whcthei' 
theii' mcmbei-a rightly ^'train up thcii' children, 
and those under their care." 

How then shall the requisite informatinii, 
as to the fiociety^a contlition^ be collected ? 
That which relates to the more vital points 
mufit be gathered by judicious yet fi'ceiriter- 
ehange among Friends, during the Yearly 
Meeting, It is Conference (under the due 
Umitationa as to details), and not the two 
Summaries, though rcuiforced by the atcount 
of Distraints, that must really bring together, 



166 



JSfOTES ON SOCIETY TOPJOS. 



from tbe varioua qunjtera, tlie material fttr a, 
judgment. Fur intlividual benefit, the "Uj 
answered Queries/' brief and emphatic, bring 
home their subjcet matter. Detitehed from 
the wide scope of tho ''General Advices,^' 
they come in with more diatinctneas of iro- 
pr<^ssioii> And to be set at lil>erty for self- 
dxamiuatiDn under them, may be betttr and 
safer than to be oecupLed with cocflideriog 
how far we can unite in the '* answer" for a 
meeting. 

X7. — PUBLIC MBETmOS. 

Has tliia subject, of late, authcicntly engai 
ihe elose cojisi deration of intelligent 
judicious Friends? Duys it occur lo tbt^m 
that, as respects these occasional we approach 
OUT fellow-ptofcssora under tbe disadvautaf^ 
I if an obviously naaumcd eupciiority ? — in 
fact (if there htd significance in the followii 
items), of a superiority alisolutely immeasi 
iible : — 1, The calling of our ncigblx-'nTS to 
our meetings, when tLey know we would n ofaij 
go to theira ; 2, And, very uanally, at tiiBl 
Iiour^ on First Daya, of their own assembling, 
fio as to claim their forsaking of that iw 
E^embling ; 3. The Ircqaeiit ret^ucfit foi^ 
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uac of, their places of worship, with the 
express reservation that "we may not have 
liberty to lend them oora ; 4. The expecting 
them to join, even witbout a brief iotro- 
ductory esplaEation, in n mude of worship 
wholly different from all others, 80 that 
even the hlindly docile may scariicly tnow 
^hat to be at—when-as some short elucida- 
tion (by way of information and not in the 
line of niiniBtry) miglit lead into iutulligent 
and liv"tily sileiieL — ii f^dence, perhaps, as im- 
pressive as aDy part of the meeting- 
It is true that this disadvantage of im- 
conciliating approach may be effectually re- 
movoil, and the right impression produced, 
by the meeting buing evidently owned hj 
the overshadowing and gathering love of 
Christ; being held in His life and authority; 
and by ita ministrations being, manifestly, in 
the demonstration of the Spirit nnd of power. 
These are ttfi conditiona implied, and the 
groimd taken, in the invitations to Public 
Meetings ; and upon their fulfilment dcpenda 
the serviceableneas of such meetings, whether 
for the conversion and edifieatlcjn of souls or 
for thL- lively exhibition of a pure and scrip- 
tural wordiip. I do not feel it within mv 
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province to enter upon the irifjuiiy, ho^ 
ofteiij in the length^^ned enumeration of sucb 
meetings that now load our pGriodicala, the&e 
essential conditionB are fully satisfied. 

One thing, however, is clear, that nothing 
more nearly affects the character, the stan 
and the right enlargement of our chui'ch, th 
our Puhlic Meolmga. They pur^MJrt to 
Citlled luuh-r the warrant, and to he conducted 
under the direction, of Christ Himself, They 
arc the presentation to the people of the 
actual working of our theocratic principles. 
Under all these circumstances^ it has not 
been 'wbotly uniutelligible to me that more 
than one of our ahle ministei^s- — not the k-es 
interested in the spiritual weliai'e of their 
fellow-meu — have never, so far as I know, 
eommitted them.'^elves to a Public Meeting. 
It is a platform which ^'Angeb might feai 
to tread;" and upon which no **rush" (su 
to speak) ^vill be made hy those who fully 
comprehend all the Iw^arings and responsi- 
hilitii.'S. Such are refli?ctive, and not im- 
pulsive, beiag wont to look all round, and 
not to live in a worid of tlioir own. No ono 
representing the church aliouhl do ao, but 
sJiouId ever be alive t^^ M aurroandings ; 
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the claima, the feelings, and the stand-points 
of otliers. Knowledge cf the worlil, as well 
as of tlie fhiirch, la not to lie ttuder-valuei.1. 
And the watchword, in such very responsible 
movementa^ surely ought to be, in deep eelf- 
distruBt — who ia aufEcicnt for these things T 

Monthly Meetings arc concerned in these 
hints; for, if it were not taking too much 
upon one to aay so, there may be room for 
doubt whether, in all their " liberationfi," 
sueh cooaiderationa aa the foregoing hare 
been aJwaya very preeent ^ith them. At 
the aaniG time, it ia freely admitted that it 
ia good to exereiac faith. Grace ia given to 
the humble, and wisdom to them that ask 
it; and. feeble inati^umenta, from aniong those 
who have hved near to God, have been owned 
in their Public Meetings, But are feelingSj 
like those here set forth, on the part of some 
of our ministers, altogether the result of want 
of faith ; or rather of an enlarged perception 
of all that belongs to the subject ? Do 
they spring from luke-Aviimmesa, or from an 
intuitive sense that nothing coniprcimises 
"Truth and Friends" more than a Public 
Meeting that is not, unmiatakoably, owned 
and blceacd by the overshadowing of the 
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Saviours wing, and in Tvhicli the woi 
apoken are not aa nails faatcDed by the Mn&t* 
of aasembtiea, wiiich are given from 
Shephti'd? 

It is also to be borne in mind that 
audienee at auch a meeting hears and judgea 
quitL; differently from a congregation of 
Friends. Wc are occuatonjcd (nt least l^ 
hope it ia m Btill) to hear and judge wil 
reference to the impreaaion on the api 
wltliiu ua, rather than to what may ft 
our intelleGt, or be retained by oup memorj',^ 
jVIL the mechfinism of *' sermons " revolts ^| 
spiritual hearer. The fresh openings, throagh^ 
itn utterance which ia given by some pixisenl 
help of the Spirit, reject the machinery 
art ifii^ial methods and concatenations, 
tlu*Ligh the Scripture models^— the preacl 
of Peter, for iustanLM3 — are simple addre* 
free from all those contrivances — so doci>li 
rooted ia the likicg. and so muvcrsal the 
looking, for them, that the audience at a 
Public Meeting ia suBiciently disconcei-t*jd 
by their abst-nee. Then, it must be granted, 
if their hearing be for the intellect, and nofl^ 
for the spirit, they have probably left beliiui^^ 
timm, at their own placea of worship, t 
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whicli "would, have been more of an intel- 
lectual treat Friends may be little awaiv 
of the amount of abQity, information, instru*'- 
tion iu righteousncsB and in Scriptoro, put 
forth very generally in the pulpit. Ami 
they who listen mth mere hearing of tLc 
enr, ami who judge hy the Yerdict of the 
understanding, will be sura to uuike un- 
favourable comparisons. Some "de.monstrn- 
tion of the spirit '* '^"ill, howover, make way, 
even with these, and it is, at once, the only 
compensatioa and the essential rcquiaiti'. 
Such aa arc at all apiritiml will savor a simple 
goRpel ministry, which, by virtue of unction, 
makes impreaaiun, and haa a cpiiekeniui^ 
inHueuee. They will even enjoy a Friendf^' 
MeetiD^^, rightly convened and livingly held, 
and may go so far as to prefer it to any 
worship they have previously known. They 
may alao^ in future, after what they now 
have tastol, spiritualize to tlieniaelves their 
awn services— a greHi:, gain ujidoubt^dly. 
There is, in this result, whether thus brought 
about or by acquaintance in some other way 
with thti views of Friends, a very important 
measure of that "conviacement/' of which, 
fl8 Qomc rather suptrticialJy complain, there 
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ia aaid to he m little in our day. But all n 
(lepeiiJs, in tki» TL^spet^t, as to Vbliether iA^| 
Public Meeting has been really held, in boeqp" 
degree, in the true "demonstTation;" hencu 
tlie enormous reaponaibility, ^| 

1 look upon meetings among the poor, the 
uiiiuatnicted, the neglected; among tho^ 
who may not go to other places of worship ; 
upon village and cottage meetings — aa quite 
another thing from what in this paper is in- 
t*;ndedb7**Pubhc Meetings :" which it treats 
of, aa in towns and cities, among the educated 
<md the critical, veTsed in doctrine, and 
accuatomed to the intellectual excit<Mnent 
of t\ui able pulpit ministratHious that, almost 
everywhere, abound. Unction will auswoE 
all demands wonderfully ; will exalt 
truth; will carry the day! It desc( 
upon TIB freely when we Icaat expect 
But it seems to require great cleaxnesa 
to the call, no less than faith in the fu1 
qualification, when we bes|x^ak these Dccasii 
for which it is assumed that unction 
descend. " According to your faith " i^ 
nevertheless, a blessed ^vord for the humbldl 
ill view of aucU service for Chriat^ whatcv^^ 
l>e its nature or its weight, into which tl 
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can believe He leails tliem. Let all thereftire 
mind tLeir calling, and let nothing that is 
of the Lord be, in anywise^ diecoui'agoi It 
does not at all follow, because some faithful 
tniniBtere among us have not seen their own 
way to appoint Public Mcctinga, that tlitre 
i^ not, for other's, a tnie line nf service in 
them. A wise caution is well ; but the 
constraining Iotc of Christ is better Self- 
distrust ia good ; but reliance upon oar Lord 
to qualify for all to which He calls, is the 
true covt-ring of His free Spirit. 

XVL — "meeting for sniTERiNQs ;" rra 

FUNCTIONS AND THEIR LIMITS, 

Seeino that the Meeting for Sufferinga (or 
Standing Committee of the Yearly Meeting) 
ia the representative body of the Society 
when the Yearly Meeting ie not in session, 
it ia plain that it holda a very important 
place in our economy ; and it becomes a 
matter of considerable interest to investigate 
both its functions and its powers. 

These arc, certainly, in- great eiceaa of 
those originally belonging to it. The care 
in relation to the "Sufferings" of Friemls in 
support of their testimonies, whiclv foxiu^^Vj 
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oecupidJ this meeting, and gave to it 
dietinctiTO character and name, has bet 
only a sDiall and oeeoeioual part of its 
ccm and charge; wliich now, by rule (183! 
embrace — '* a general care of whatever 
arise during the intervals of this meeting 
(tlie Yearly Meeting) affecting our religi( 
Soeiety, and requiring immediate attenti< 
partit'iilELrly of such matters as may o< 
aa application to the Legislature for the rcW 
of the Society in rcgan:! to its CUirisI 
testimomes" No levieYi' of the ordii 
proceedings of other meetings can be incluJed 
iu tliin proviaion for whatever may (lipeciaHj) 
arise, and it clearly appears, from this authi 
ized description of the dutitia of the Mcotij 
for SufFtJi'inga, that, though it rcpn^scnta 
Yearly Meeting, there ia no tranafcr to it 
Yeai'ly Meeting functions and authoril 
Indeed, such a transfer could not 
with the Yearly Meeting's own descnpi 
of it as its *' committee ;" which the bt 
doputiug it wonld h^u'dly invest with it.' 
own superior powers. It can make no ruli 
profipei!tively, to hind Monthly and Qunn* 
Meetings; much lea^ can it, rctrospectiv 
review theii" proceeding or couclusioua, Tl 
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indeed, it ia not eloar that the Yearly Meet- 
ing itself would attempt to do ; though it 
might di-sRolve any meeting, hy a regular 
course of tllscipliiiary ar^tinii, whose, proceed- 
ings and concluaicPHB had heen sueh eis to 
warrant that extreme and penal meaaure. 

The Meeting foL" Sufferings transacts certain 
afiiiiis on behalf of, and prepares buainoas for, 
the YeEirly Meeting, It facilitates the action 
of the Yearly Meeting ; but does net perfonn 
Yearly Meeting functions, whici], by the 
Yearly Meeting itself, are 2.j-rffjipon.sihl/f per- 
formed. All ita minutt'3 are either actually 
presented to, or liable to be called for by, the 
Yearly Meeting. 'WTiatever it does, in its 
own diacretion, is subject to the criticism of 
the ensuing Yearly Meeting. Whenever it 
gi.ies beyond rule, it lays itself open to incur 
the Yeai'ly Meeting's eensure. And if, in 
any very peeidiar and yet conceivable case, 
it does not comply with i-ulc, it does so at ita 
peril, and has to seek indemnity, instead of 
afisumiug authority. 

For instance : a Monthly and Quarterly 
Meeting, ;i,nd a, Yearly ^b'l'^ing of Mini&^ters 
and Elders (or Morning Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders) may libei'ate a minister for fui'ei^ 
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service; in which case the Meeting for Suffei- 
ings, on receiving the information, finds itself 
bound by rule to extend care in aiding a 
Friend thus liberated in the proseeutioQ of 
his concern, and as to coiDpHuionship parti- 
cidarly ; but should suffifient cause Misf, 
and appoaj to the meeting, whi/ it shoolil 
stay its course, and not proceed according to 
this rule — thenjin even delaying the snbjecl, 
it has done that for which, as it has no 
authority to omit action under the rule iti 
any e;i3e, it must tacitly look for iudoimiity. 
Of course, this will be cordially gi'ant<;d, as 
it will be understood, that nothing but a 
conscientious restraint in the interest of tbe 
Society (of whoee testimoniea thia meeting 
ifl, so to apeak, both trustee and guardiac) 
couUl liave le<l to such " h.vche.s " in the ca*'- 
It may not he impossible that^ in thes' 
days of much individual liberty of thought, 
even among eome of our ministers, a OAK 
might occur, in which, after the usual libcia- 
tiona^ the conference of the committee of 
the Meeting for Sufferings ivith the FricnJ 
Hherat^d might bring out obstructiona, the 
aense of which the cLimmitt^-e could hardlf 
bear alone. There might be that, in 
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contemplation of t.lie Friend in question, 
which looked, more like the proceeding of 
an ordinary luiBsionary than of a minister 
accredited hi/ the Society. And it wonld be 
coudatcnt with the hcart-fcit dcsiio that Christ 
should he preached on almost any terms, 
that thoae who felt themselves reaponBible 
to the Society should, under tlieae. ciicuni- 
stanct'Sj h<3 brought to a stand. At tho eann? 
time, it may be best, where the usual libora- 
tiona have been dtdy obtained, for the com- 
mittee of the Meeting for Sufferings to keep 
moi-o than may always have been done, to 
the object of its appointment, the material 
"aiding in the proflecution of the cnneem." 
Thei-e maybe a kind and fraternal ''care/ 
without any questionings as to the views, or 
intc^rrogatious as to the precLse prospects, of 
the minister. Some contingeneiea may come 
before him, which, under examinatioiij he 
may deem it candid to allude to, but which, 
in practice, may never arise. It is liealthfiil 
bo have eonfideuee one in anotlier Tt is 
tiiken for granted, in our eeonomy, that there 
will be confidence in Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings A fourth jxidgment upon these 
matters, over the heads of the three liberating 
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meetings^ i^ unknown to our conatitulim 
And this lining so, without the posail»ility of 
coutradiction, it liecomea none tJie less an 
anomaly, because eonscitnee is pleaded Pjt 
Etayiug proceedings, that proceedings sLould 
be stayed, in contt'avcntion of the three other 
zneetiEga, by tliosc whom the Yearly Meeting 
has cntruated with no sort of cognizance of 
the concem, except in regai-d of outii'Bn! 
arrangement for the " aidiiig " of it. We can 
liardly insist too etroDgly that such an 
anomaly should, if possible, be avoided ; be- 
cause it is one, eo signal, as to be greatly 
injurious to the intetesta of order, and oven 
of harmony. It aeta up a new authority, an<l 
atultificB the old. It brings, in place of regu- 
lar and I'ecognizL'd proceeiling, inextricahi* 
confiiaion, and unprecedented mt^sures- And 
as, in this imperfect state, we cannot hare 
everj'thing quite right, even in the CTiurch, 
but must be thrown, oecaaionally, upon alter 
natives not to be deaii-ed, our safer coui^^ 
probabJy, is to have, what tbc rt^gulation* 
pre-fluppofte, rtuch sin amount of confidence iu 
the mectiLgs to which the Yearly ]M<?eti 
has given exclusive and uneballi^nged po^ 
to liberate, a,^ will protect from 
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emLiiiTassnienta ; wliich also might not 
Lave placGj if, in a. kind ii-nd tmatful spirit, 
the Meeting for Sufierin^ (and its com- 
mitUjc) merely fulfilled its function in niatu- 
rial "aid." It may be -well, also, to err 
rather on the side of confidence in the 
liijenited miuiatBr, than of distrust ; and not 
to jjer^lex l»im with iurjuiries heyund the 
province of the interrogntora ; and whicli, 
beinp thus oiU of the right line, may lead to 
nothing but perplesitj' all round. Indeed, 
as to their mode of future procoeiliug. they 
Tpho are nghtly aent out arc often very blind 
till tht^y are out, and m^y really know very 
little how they may act whm om% whatever 
they may cogitate hefurehancl. It is best to 
hope they will bo so kept, as to give no 
oBeuco to Jew or Gentile, and surely Tiot to 
the church that liberated them. Their own 
mectinga, \ve may believe, would not have 
been left without aense of obstruction had 
there been, in the divine fiigliti, sufficient 
cause ; and if Friends can be thus siinetioned, 
they tihould ba trusted. Yet the subject 
seems to throw us upon some considerations, 
having relation to oui' present transition- 
state, not wholly fot-eigu to the matter in 
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liaud, and upon whicli a separate note mai 

follow. 



XVIT. — '^ MISSIONARY" LABOUEBRS. 

If somewhat of a diffenait class of miiiisl 
aud laboui'^ers come forward among us, who 
have knoTVTi that tnie conversion to God 
which brings under living conoern for the 
soula of others, but may not yet have knoftii 
that CBtablishment io all the principles 
Frienda which is the growth of experieci< 
and of timt; ; then it might he for MonthI] 
MeL'tings to coiisidtT, when applied to 
such to be forwarded in missioDary work, ii 
they have the seasc that so they ought to do, 
whether they could foroiah them (be they 
** acknowledged" or not) with a minate iJ 
sympathy in such effort of Christia,n lovr, 
which might be laid before the Meeting for 
SuffeiiogSj to see if it could furniiih the 
material " aid ;" and thus a broad distinction 
would be BGt between services, that might seem 
of a rather new and vai-icd character * and 
those recognized cngagomentB of our mtimtcjs 

* Cfrtaiiilj coucfnt^ oi this sorl ntuf. and Aie likdy to^ ma* 
IkFutc ILH ; s\U']i 06 n^aidvacs iu n hcAtbt^n land fur a ccmrw W 
ft^Ttt, ttliir^h vo^ild hp Aoffir "tifVf" lliat I am niif mrt ^re htf* 
Uif j^ravinoD eiubling ns to nwiit it from the nattonaL wUn^ 
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(who, as such, are representative) , for wliic-li 
the liberation of tilt! Quarterly M(?Rtmg, and of 
the Meeting of Ministers Jiud Elders, must 1 (* 
obtained. All this may seem crude enough ; 
but as some Friends feel a diffii^ulty in at 
once thromng over oil these (so to speak) 
more new aod teas recognized concerns npou 
a wholly indep^piident organixatioiij it ik 
merely suggested whether some such ^lid^l]^^ 
course might be adopted ; because, in spar- 
ing the Society from being committed by 
any meeting sanction, there may be a loss, 
in its ''miaeionary" labourc^ta being entirely 
thrown overboard ; and iu their being so cast 
upon another organization (which, though 
composed of members of the Society, has no 
real relation fco it), the body itself may suflfcr, 
it has been aaid, by the transfer fi'om it 
of what might do it good ; and injustice 
might be done t^ it3 deep and heartfelt, 
interest in the univcraal spreading of gospel 
truth. For this interest is felt by some who 
are sensible of an impediment in the cases in 
question, to accredit, fully, and to mark sncii 
menitiers as being, by ptiaition and credentialsj 
strictly "representative." I believe that 
meetings can already, according to the way 
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ia which their sanction ia asked, deal witk 
acknowledged miniatcrai aa* simple members, 
at least when they go out as compamonsH 
and might pi'obabSy so deal wilJi them, wlii^n 
they go nut on einlwiasiea of Cbriatiaii work 
!uid teachings so Long as they do not lay 
their concerns exactly in the line of miniatry- 
though of couree not to the cxcluaion of it. 
At the same time» there may be some perplex- 
ing "concerns" ao Jitble in the line of our 
usual " libetationa," which yet Kriends woulfi 
by no means binder, that the be^t a-jlutiou 
may be the forwarding of them by Friemle in 
their individual capacity or by means of such 
an independent association aa is already in 
existence with like objects. So much for some 
thoughts in close connexion with the " fuuc^ 
tionaof the Meeting for SufFeriiigs-" If wean' 
to have a " Fourth Estate " with a voice upon 
' libe rat ions," let us, at least, know it. A 
pause^foT further light, and it maybe direction 
of the Yearly Meeting itself, or assistance by 
a cali of Frienda (such as the Meeting for 
Sufferings can issue), is all, I repeat, thati 
txmld, constitutionally, be done by the " coifl 
mittee " of the Yearly Meeting, in defiance d 
it^ expre^ rule. It may be expedient to nrtji 



NOTES ON SOCIETY TOPICS, 



183 



an alteration in the rule, and to empower 

this "conmiittee" (to use the Yuarly Meet- 
ing's description of its Meeting for Sufferings) 
to place it&elf, l>y tts special committee, 
responsibly, before the duly liberated Friend, 
as having the ''Fourth Estate" voice upon 
his concenii and therefore aa entitled to siffc 
him upon it, previous to a report on which 
the Meeting for Sufferings might talte upon 
itself to extinguish it altogether. To seek 
such a total altt^ration of existing rule may 
be expedient ; I say not that it is ; but one 
thing scorns clear, that until it la obtained, 
nothing but the mere miniflterial act of out- 
ward '* aiding in ih^ prosecution of the con- 
cern " reatfl with the Meeting for Stiileringfi. 
It may pause, it may delay, it may simply 
"continue" the minute in the iiase, which it 
had no discretion to omit or to t/ijcontinue 
till fulfilled ; it may take any of these alter- 
natives, when a conscientious difficulty oriaea 
with its members in being made parties, but 
it should forbear an immediate conclusion in 
the direct overthrow of rules made for its 
guidance, and should decline tu minute, in 
the verj' sitting at which the impediment 
first appears, any Bueh absolute conclusion, 
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Tvhieh woidcl bo as formidable a« irregular, 
and as unprecedented as unanthoriaei 

Important fUsruptiona of chiircli order, (u 
the annulling of nilci and utter cnnfueion of 
the re3pt«tiv*5 provmcts of meetings, jnl 
public TD^ttf^rs; they vtiust be weighed ^| 
discussed, and ought to be bo, or I had ntft' 
made this "deliverance'' upon it. Questiona 
of church order, eapcciallj in these Ligh« 
matters, have never been, by experienetd 
Etiends in my time, aeeonnt^d so secondanr 
as some may Beem to account them nov. 
Some forty years ago, I heard a minjgtfn 
remind the Yearly Meeting that *' Order^| 
heaven's first law/' And, when the pi-oviBS 
of a whole chain of meetings is superseded; 
and, atill more, when the feelings and stand- 
ing of a, brother may be involved, by tlv 
subversion of eatablishod order ; not only arr 
regulations etultifiud, but important princ-iplos^ 
are also set at naught For, if the Meeting 
for Sufferings go into the particulars, Iqr 
minute, and send that minute of particulmn 
to the Meeting of MinLsters and Elders, witfcn 
whieh in all other cases it does not tutor-. 
change any record (receiving only tlio 
mcaeogQ of a liberation), and to whi 
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makes no return — if it do this, and tJius, at 
once, throw the case into and upon the 
Societjj surely very iiDjjortant principles of 
goapel urdtr, as well as very bmduig rt?gida- 
tioo3,areigoored. Therecanbe no doubt, lio\r- 
ever, while it appears needful to set forth the 
true nottiro of "the situation," that the Yearly 
Meeting would be disposed to recognize the 
loyal intention of its " standing committee/' 
even m diaapproving the coursej or some of 
ita steps in the coursi?, it had taken. The 
Yearly Meeting, while condoning the irregu- 
larityj may yet (if the matter come before it) 
dislike the want of a patient pause in ao 
critical a case, and discommend the absence 
of so appi-eciating *' the situation " as to 
exliaust evert/ altemjitivii before refused to 
carry out the express nde. For we are 
taught to consider rules binding, however 
wc may be straitened by their application ; 
lest church authority, as well aa church 
order, should be made of none effect. 



XVTII. 13 A LAilOE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 

MUnaTSY DESISABLE UHDEIt OUK PKE3EMT 
CiaCCMSTANCES 1 

The reply to this inquiry might, of course* 
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be given in the words of Moses— 
tliab all tlie Lord's people were prophets, vaii] 
'that the Lord would put His Spirit upon 
them." But our tdme-3 may be regarded u 
timea of some transition, not without somt 
revival, in which the zeal which we ought to 
value (for wg cannot give it) may sometimf^i 
he unaccompanied by a deep understanding 
even of the piineiplea we profess ; ajid may be, 
tliereforc, so far a "zeal without knowledgn." 
In this state of things, ministers might conn? 
forward wJiom»whilononewou!dohBtruct,somi.' 
would hesitate to recognize aa fully repre- i 
eentative of our church — which is. naturalij 
enougbj very sensitive on the point> So alsi* 
is the minister very sensitive to indicatiom 
touching hi9 short-comings, should he not Iv 
deonied up to tliG right mark. In fact* in 
a day of so much individual license, of so 
muoh revelling in a newly acquired frcedoni. 
the les"* the church makes itself respanaible 
for the aaying^ and doings of its **free and 
independent" members, the better, probably, 
all rouud, I am apt to think it were ^rttl 
{however it may seem a paradox) to acknow- 
ledge less, and encourage more. There may 
bcj undeniably, otierings of miuistrj' an^^ 
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prayer that bftTe a red, excellent, effect in our 
meetings, and ouglit to receive cordial encour- 
agemt^nt ; and yet the oiferers, Rometimefi in 
their own view aa well as In that cif Friends, 
may not be auch as would fairly and fully 
represent the Society in the very fore-&ont 
of its officc-bearcra - 

lb takcB rauch experience to settle even h 
truly " visited'' and renewed mind in all that 
belongs to the priuciplea of Friends; in all 
that they (foveru, as well us in all they 
present And it does not work well, foe the 
individual any more than for the body, to 
make him representative of it, before ho may 
be, himself, well established in ita true prin- 
ciples. Confidence should be felt, as to these 
things, before acknowledgment, unless a 
greater change is takiug place among im 
than I am at all aware of; though, certainly, 
there is the transition of a rebound from ton 
great strictness t^ (I had almost eaid) too 
great liberty. Meanwhile, free encourage- 
ment should be given to those, even in this 
fihige of iomiaturity, whose communi elation b 
can be felt t^j raise Hfe in nieetingsi in short, 
to be of the Lord. But it is not at all amiss 
that some check ahould exist against too eaxly 
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travelling, whether at home or, esp^ciallj 
abroadj aa the accreditxjd ministers of 
Society of Frienda. And meetings 
acknowledge a coucem (and the bringi 
of it) at aoj time, when one ia laid Iwfc 
thum that tboroug] Jy approver itself as tlu 
of a ministjar of the gospel in unity. 

We hear, now, of a " ilisaioiiary Sociel 
among Friends, analogous to ''The Frien< 
TompcrtincG Society;" and they who wi 
well to all good things, whether thumselv* 
identified with them or not, will feel a lively 
interest in such aaatjciations. Those who 
ihhv ha under concern to labour in the fit 
of foreign semce, and yet uncertain how 
they may be enabled to carry out all 
vicwa of the Society, in aJl their movementa^ 
in such distant and untried fields, may 
natiu"a,lly loi^k to tliiy association to forwaq^j 
and provide for them. It may not be ^^| 
unwise course; it neither commits the Society 
nor brings the labourer under what he might 
consider trummcla ; and, at the same tiiiie^ 
the hold of his Frienda at home upon him ia 
maiDtaincd. J can well believe &\ll-\i lahoun^ra 
would, thus, obtain n luucli more general nod 
ungE'udgiug sympathy and support from tliQ 
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body of Friends, than they would if supposed 
officially to reprRaect (or njisre present) the 
views of tliC Soi^iety in every mnde of their 
future proceeding. Upon the whole, the 
wtitcLword on the weighty subject of this 
paper may seem to be — encom-age bounti- 
fully i acknowl(^dge sjjaringly. It ia not 
now, as it once waa, that unackiijwledged 
mimatry does not find a useful and even an 
honourable place. If it were not ao well 
received aa it is at present, there would be 
much difficulty in offering such a '* watch- 
word." But, from various causes, the offer- 
ings, if lively and Bcripturalj of the un- 
acknowledged, rank much more on a par 
with those nf the acknowledged ministfrs 
than they did formerly. Among these causes 
may Ije reckoned the known fact that some, 
who apeak aeceptably, prefer to remain un- 
accredited ; and also, that, to some extent, 
doubtfl have ariaen, in certain quarters, on 
the subject of acknowledgment itself; as if 
it might, with its adjuncts, trespass more 
thau Fricnda have been aware of upon the 
ground of our tesliniony to primitive freedom, 
among the congregation, for " all to epeak," 
and against any " ordiunitig " of niinistciie^ 
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I give no sentiment of my own, howcvt 
and know not that I liave one, at leaa 
sufficient clearness to offer it, on this new 
and rather deep question ; hut of one thii^ 
brought up bj" it feel pretty sure — thai, 
HO loBg as the preaent practice continuea, 
when meetings are agreed to acknowledge a 
minister, it ia better to proceed over his hea4 
aa with an act of the church in which he luifl 
no voice, than previoualy to communical* 
with him on the point, and to be therchj 
laid open to the receiving of objeetiona. It 
ia enough to let him know the matter will 
conic on, in time for him to absent hiicdolf 
from the joint-conference that considers it 
Otherwise there may be a demur which d^ 
prives the church of doing justice to itaeJt 
both in regard to its own sense of tlie gifi 
and to its bt-icg charp;eable by others withnoQ- 
recognition of that gift If objections must be 
made* let them be made fi/icr, aad not befitrt 
the movement of the church. Indeed, thi' 
Friend himself may settle down to the com- 
fort of the meeting with what has heeji d^nty 
when he wouhl demiu' to that which it waa 
proposed to do. The matter rests with the 
ohurdi, with the congregation at large (thou 



1 



NOTES ON SOCIETY TOPICS- 



191 



it generally makes use of its Meeting of 
Ministers and Elders for the initiative)^ and 
it is wise in not JiLdicating its function by 
allowing any private auggeation to impede its 
own public duty. 

XrX. HOW IS INNOVATION TO BE REGABDED ? 

AND WHEN IT AFFECTS PltlNCiPLE, HOW IS 
IT TO BE MET ? 

So long as the members of a Christian cbnrch 
couBcientioualy believe tliat its principles are 
scriptural, and therefore unchangeable, &o 
long are they required to resist assaults upon 
thoflc principles, the spreading of which they 
must also believe would be to the benefit of 
the universal church, and to the honour of 
it.s blessed Head- But while principles do 
not change, modes of operation within the 
church that upholds them may vary from 
time to time : there aro " diveraitiea " always ; 
and if sometimes novelties appear, they also 
may Jiave their place and service. 

We must ntit fesir tlie mere name of In- 
novation, Many innovations have come in, 
within recollection, that no one inourna over. 
It was an innovation to withdraw from 
meetings the items of account j and 1 suppose 
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D.ij one now deplores that we do not hear b 
them (aa I Lave heard) the cost of mojis jiud 
brushes. The discontinuance of the perBoiml 
appearance before Slonthly Meetings in onUr 
to marriage was a great innovation ; but dots 
anyone regret it now, unlcQa It be the wortij 
Friend who, it is said, detesting change (an^ 
more obhvious of an)' double meaning ibaii Iiis 
wife mirrht be), publicly declared, to mark his 
approval of the old practice, that he had » 
appeared thrice, and was very willing to dc 
it again. It was a aignal innovation to 
chooae a Jit man for tiie clcrkahip of ikt 
Yearly Meeting, instead of the oJd plan of 
causing each county, in turn, whether it 
poaaessed one or not, to fumiah the clerk for 
the year. My good unde, Richard Reynold*, 
thua became clerk of the Yearly Meeting, and 
being painfully diftidcnt, a more unfit one, 
with all his excellence and philaatbmpy, 
could hardly have been chosen. Will those 
who stigmatize innovatioD prnpose a return 
to the ancient hap-hazard mode of appointing 
to this important post 1 These may, now, be 
spoken of ul mere matters of arrangement^ 
bnt they were not am-h small points in ihc 
eyofl pf the former alariuists against change. 
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as they may seem in oura. Tbere 13 much 
sigDificance in the stamp which Scripture 
seta iipon that which is in neumess of Hpirit, 
rather thun in thfi oldness nf the letter, In- 
novatian^ as such, may fi^ighten us leea aa we 
obGerve that the sacred writers often treat as 
new that which ia good. New-born ; new 
creature ; ncwuess of life : the very consiun- 
mation of all hollneaa aiid blessedness ia in 
"all things heiog made new/' Arid in what 
we, io this day, feel to he more serious matters 
than those outward ones of the foregoing 
illustrationa, such as modes of eprcading 
Chriation truth, and of doing good to the 
souls (aa well aa bodies) of men, there are, 
and there will be, diversities of operation; 
and ways and means are, and ought to he, 
discovered and carried out, that undoubtedly" 
are new, according to the lights and require- 
ments of the day in which wc Jive. AVe 
should bo more than prepared to expect 
changes like these ; we should be thankful 
for them, and go forth witli warm eiicourage- 
ment to our younger fricnda, engaged in sucJi 
new services ; only regretting that our own 
day for active labour, whether in these or 
othera, may he very much over. But, in re- 



194 



NOTES ON SOCTEir TOPICg. 



turrij our younger friende must "not deem m 
illiberal when, upon queations of principle, as 
they may arise, we are constrained to makr 
a stand, and even a firm reaiatance, Wt? are 
to meet them^ tteir ideaa, and their sugges- 
tioiia, in the meekness of wisdom j Ijut ve 
are not called upon to give away our own 
judgment, or to aubmit ite mature deducdoiK 
to their rapid conclusiona. They must k- 
apecL our conscientious adherence to principle, 
both iu root anrl branch, while we give thoTi 
credit for all that is good, except experieju:^, 
in the place of which nothing can be piiL 
And it coneiata with a lar^e allowance for the 
views, the doubts, the objcctiona of othora: 
and wiHi the indulgence of the widest 
charity, to meet with firmneBB and resist 
with decision every departure from the 
ground of principles that we believe arc 
scriptural, and that we arc therefore boond, 
in coEBcionee, to guard and to uphold. Let 
not the younger, while striking out some neif 
paths, regard with disfavour our attachment 
to tlie old once- They claim liberty for their 
views : let them not begrudge the ^ame fn^4^ 
dom to ours. We n]>[jreci]ite their motV 
and their efforts— let thorn reapcct our 
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tcnniDatioo to "hold our own," bat always 
subject^ Boeing that life is but another word 
for eduL'^tion, to the discoveries of furl her 
aad more perfect light. 

XX. — "mourning;" and monuments in 

GEAVE-YARDS. 

With reference to these subjects, which are 
jomcd in our Book of Discipline ; while hold- 
ing to the view that the fewer the prohibif.ions, 
those especially which cannot be enforced, 
that appear in that book the better, stilly in 
rcBpcct of such a& have found their way into 
it it may not be anaisa to consider how far thcr 
are sound in the root. And though the fewer 
are our rules, anil the more they are confined 
to essentials, the more Hkely are they to be 
regarded, there is yet room for advice as 
well as rule, I would be chary, however, of 
putting advice upon record. If, in respect 
of things upon which a right of private 
judgment might be, generally, claimed, and 
a frequent alight l>e proliably put on such 
recorded advice, it is wiMei' to forbear. But 
aa the occasion may arise when advice, to 
be commended to Friends rather than enjoined 
upon them, might be truly seasonable and 
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aerviceable, there ia a, channel for it, lees 
perhaps now than formerly, free from tie 
objections that might attach to permanent 
recordft^viz,, apecial miimtes to grj down 
to Quarterly Meetings, and thence to Monililv 
and Proparative Meetings. These are brought 
very generally and seriously before Friendi; 
but, by the mode of doing it, questions of 
binding authority and individual liberty an 
not Titiaed. This paper, however, has to do 
with suhjecta already on our book : aud » 
respects the first, of "mourning/* the circuia- 
stance of my having often seen, in a Urgff 
and varied circle, the exceeding iivisdom of 
the advice undor couaidcration, makes mc 
the more willing to say a few words in its 
favour. 

It ii* quite true that some needful avocf 
tioiis, ill the season of aln^ost overwhelming 
distreaa, have their use in compelling atten- 
tion away from it ; but, in a Christian ricv 
of death, and of how wc should regard 
the solemn visitation, ^to be occupied with 
tLe details of " mourning," seems, to 
the least, both unworthy and unmeet 
there, in tlie mtture of thiaps, a real fii 
in thia usage ? For an unbeliever, truly, 
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might put on, too fitly, the garmenta that 
typify the Ijlacknesa of darkness ; but who 
could wish to mark such a diatiDctioo ? 
While, for the believer, amidst oui tears, 
tiore iB a joy for the rajisomed and fceed 
epirit with which the embleniB of light and 
glory would rather harmonize. But this is 
a practice which, according to that world at 
whoae instance it is adopted, admita of no 
dLatinction of thiesort; and therefore another, 
and a clearly anti-christian result must be 
involYed; — viz., that, in no such I'erJ/ few 
caaea, the bondage of this miserable fashion 
enforces nothing abort of an acted lie. It is 
not pleasant, to some of us it ia very un- 
pleasantj to dwell much on outward mattere 
of this kind ; or to intrude them upon our 
friends. But I have a Etxong belief, indeed 
it is watranted by historical testimony, that 
the primitive christians, (those who were so 
near apostolic timcB as to know much more 
than wc do, how the men who " had the mind 
of Christ" looked on even theee matters), 
were far from despising the day of airiall 
things ill wh^t compromiaed truth iu action 
or in word; and that the nearer we now 
live unto our Lord, the less will be our con- 
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formity to ciiatoma of fabity and faahiansj 
Yanity ] and the deeper will be our coni 
hy the grace of God, to liave, in siniplici^ 
aiid godly sincerity, our conversation in 
world. 

It is probable that even those who adt 
the practice are sometimes struck with A 
Eonae of abeurdity that runs into ridicule, is 
recognizing the apportioning of " mourmE^" 
by regular gradatioua, into the vaxiouf 
itniounta alJottcd to the- various degrees m 
tlm flcale of bereavement. Such measure- 
ment reminds one of nothing so much a£ ol 
those gradations iu the scale of "ruvereiic«>' 
of Roverend, Very Keverend, Ri^ht Roverea^ 
and Most Reverend, which mark the assump 
tions of that splendid delusion an anti-actit^ 
tural hierarchy. 

As to the kindred subject of monuments 
iu giave-yards, it is the more clearly one 
within the province of tlie Yearly Meeting W 
iasue directions upon, inasmuch as the grave- 
yarda axe the property, and in the charge of 
the Society. There is a good testimcmj 
against the *' lying vauitiee " of monumenul 
pomp and inscription. But there ia, alac^ 
something peculiarly instructive to Frionji 
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in the history of the BubjcGt. The good 
"early Fricndfl" had no syinpathy vriili an 
ascetic and nnacriptural disreg.ud of ■where 
their dead was laid ; nor of the uaiial means 
of knowing ths very apot whexe reposeil 
those ashes cjf their loved onea with which 
their own were to mingle. I have seen, with 
no email interest, in the ancient grave-yanli^ 
of our people, on grave-atonea, uniimitedly 
largo, and in very large letters, the nam(?K 
with the usual dates, of weU-kno'ft'n '* early 
Friends" at length, set np in days when m- 
question had arisen that went farther than 
againat sepulchral vanitiizs and liea In a 
darker period, when luke.-watmness Jisgiused 
itself in fonn, this outrageous testimony 
(so called) against a simple etone and name 
first sprung up among us. To maintain it 
in the letter, while virtually ovcrthro^^'iag it, 
a most complex system of imaginaiy lines 
BUpposeJ to correspond to certain mural signs, - 
with the aid of books aurl njaps iu illustration 
of the device, was contrived. Not many 
years ago, one of my colleagues in a Yearly 
Meeting 3 committee, on coming to the place 
where his grandfather lay, was so completely 
baffled by thi'i complex machinery, though 
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with all Icincl aid from the official workers 
it, that, after long beating about in the 
grass, he had to give up liia vain 
Yet the principle, that ^\'e ought to be able 
ascertain whcro our door ones lie, was, 
all thia roachineryj labcriouslj maiutaiin 
So far .IS an J "tefitimony " was carried oa\ 
^as only against ascertaining tbt; point by 
and obvious and intelligible nieai& 
len M-e came for some years under iJ* 
'' horizontal"* regime, ^'hit-h, with alJ ihr 
prcliminaiy diecussiona and Btrugglcs out of 
which it iaaucd, was not much other, to ti« 
discerning, than a humiiiatiug one l^ow. 
! think we are about right, which is sate- 
factory j and the course of things, in relation 
to the subject, is only set down here, from tbt 
belief that they, who may sometimes l4>flii l« 
extreme views, might ^lean, if so dispofied, 
real inatruetion from the recital. 

One cannot but feel an interest in the many 
ancient grave-yards of Friends, scattered over 
the land, and not always, even when still 
Society projierty, kept aa they should hr- 
In some cuacs, clowed meeting-housea MP 



* i.f.. ft'i-DLi^on taSlDuLliIy UiH'Unj^ toUy ilowu, l^rii 
iaiiy, anA br prDKribvU UH-^iuvmcut, hidjiI] ttouva. 
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attached- In not a few a liugeriiag attachment 
to Friends in those neighboitrbooda, would 
facilitate the turning of aiich premises to 
some profitable uae. Perhaps it ia a matter 
to which Quarterly as veil aa Monthlj Meet- 
ings, within whose compaea thej may be, 
would do wrU to conaidi^r with this view- 
Those who would give attentiun to the sub- 
ject, and work iu thia field, however limited, 
whether by Bible readings, or other means. 
might even have souls for their hire, 

XXL — SBOULD MEETINGS BE HELD LOTIG? WITH 
A HINT AS TO THE '' BEEAKTNG UP-" 

I HAVE not muck '* belief" iu long meetings. 
I doubt whether the communii^alionSj for 
which probfthly they are sometimes delayed, 
are really so useful aa those that are timely. 
Less importance should he attached to the 
relief of an individual mind than to what 
affects the true welfare of the meeting. A 
special blessing {aa 1 believe) attends thp 
hearing, instead of brlngitig, burdens. It is 
not merely for the sake of sebools, and of the 
ynuijg, that I look npoh this subject aa one 
I of vital importance. That meetings should 
I close with some scuoc of life, rather than of 
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weaxioeaa, is a vital matter. Not ohIt 
help and refreahment /rpjft meetings, but oiiT 
<?3tiniate of met^tiugs, aiifl of our own EDode 
worship, will be affected (howevi?r uiicy 
actoualy) by auch a lianging-over of the 
breaking up as tenda to uiisetlkmQnt 
cxhauBtioiiH We ought to Bcck for pero 
tioa (?\part froui otu' own excrciae) of 'w\ 
" the meeting/' in the true sense, is over: and 
to be imbued with the persuasion tbjtt th«i 
it is Liglil)' injurious to detain it No nile 
iu point of time can of course be given ; but, 
in general, no great excess of an hour atii 
half, or, as some have thought, of an houi 
and three-quarters, should obtain- The thing 
would become utterly indefinite and incal- 
culable, if we were to consider those who do 
not "stittiti*' early in a meeting. It uiay Iv 
a?«umed th«n.L they who go to a meeting, and 
conduct themselves in it as Friends should dft 
and who, therefore, can (as I muat bcliiivc 
they can) get their minds very early settled 
in their humble attempts at worship, shot 
Iw mainly considered. 

A willingnesa to forego one's own fi't'ling" 
that one could incline to ait longer, when iht 
right time for coneluaioa bos anived, 
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really excellent, though it may not alwaya 
look flo. even to our&elYcs. It might flomc- 
timea spare the need of those moTementa for 
breaking up, -which should never be made, 
being so unsettling^ witliout deliberation ; 
and which, yet, must be made, in justice to 
the moetino;, in proper season, even when 
imauccGaafuL We have often been exhorted 
to "keep our meetings" in the true and 
divine "po^wer:" I fully believe this can 
only be done, as they are concluded, season- 
ably and livingly in the same. 

XJtll. ECCLESIASTICAL DEMAINDS- 

NoTwiTHSTAaDiNO wLat was a real difScuIty 
ia regai'd to Rent-Charge in lieu of Tithe, 
from so very large an amount of honest 
diversity of sentiment, there is no reason to 
regret that the late Eases Proposition to the 
Yearly Meeting was not complied -with. It 
engaged, as it was tmtitled to do, full and 
patiiiiit conflidtration in the year in which it 
was brought up. A year was wisely taken 
for deliberation. At the following Yearly 
Meeting, a much more iinanimoua conclu- 
sion to decline acceding to it. was comfortably 
anived at than could h^tve been the yeac 
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before. The recogmtion of tte right 
private judgment, where eonseience was 
plicated, was no more ignored than in 
previous discussion ; but it had been mw 
pereeived that meetinga, where a divcraity oi 
view prevailed, eould stiil answer the queij 
in terms that should neither hurt the feehng* 
nor the truth. One meeting had alreadi 
Bnavrered the Yearly Meeting in remarkable 
plainness — "Some Frienda think it right tc 
pay tithe rent-eharge ;" and another replied 
by Baying that *' Frienda vrcre clear aa tc 
demands considered to be ecclesiaaticali' 
And as these answers bad been received by 
tlie Yearly Meeting without question, (^ 
even remark, it became plaia that tlHp^ 
were not deemed contumacious ; while tit: 
adoption of them, where diversity obtained, 
rendered compliance with the Propoeitum 
really needless as a measure of relied Hum, 
Frienda could reaaonably fall back upon the 
Tiew, very evident all along, but poHtpoued 
till flfjme way of the desired relief ap^iearoJ 
— that it was thoroughly undesirable for such 
a meeting so soon to review its own actioo, 
and even to reverse its own concluBionB ; 
especially if thereby it could, in any «^uart«r, 
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be Tinderatood to regard, in any other light 
than heretofdrb, the obligation of ita tuatimony 
against eccleBlastioal iicposte and bicrarchieal 
assuinptions. All that now occurs to me to 
add upon a once ve^ed question, that baa 
boon BO happily isBUcd, ia this : that where 
meetings are straitened aa to their answers, 
and do nc»t see their way to either of those 
above mentioned; It may be a more con- 
sideratt3 form, when they believe some oon- 
complying Friends aru conscientious in their 
course, to say "Some eieeption," instead of 
** cases of exception." 

XSin. — FAMILY VISITS. 

These may have great service; espcciaJly 
where the cases that moat reqoire enconrag- 
nient might hardly be met iu another and 
more public way. For they who mo&t need 
it, are least likely to appropriate it^ unless it 
be, unmiatakeably, addressed to themaelves j 
(while they who least need it arc too apt to 
take it to themaclvca readily enougli) : bo 
also, it may be aaid, might that which is 
unpalatable he more directly applied in mich 
visits- but I have an increaftiug sense tliat 
the subject ahould rather be looked at. 
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as one tavicg more of a fostering tlian 
frowning influence. Already, in some 
places, a atrong disiadi nation to receive 
this 6ort of viait-tj has been manifcBted; 
and it doea require the greatest care ih 
they should be made, when they are mad 
in the heart-tendering love of Christ, rath 
than in any tiucture of the judging mind. 
These visits may be sometimes very usefnlj 
when paid in Christian love, under appoint^^^ 
mont of comniittcea to visit the churcbes^^F 
which may subdivide for the purpose : and 
as they, then, assume somewhat of a different 
cbaraeter, may have the special service 
malting their way to individuals not withoi 
acceptance, even where such interviews, wh< 
Bought by ministers, have looked more fc] 
midable, and have been declined- 

It has been remarked that *' family viata,' 
nnleaa they be eojncthing are worse than 
nothing* But we must not lightly esteem ou 
instrumentality that has, often, been signally 
blt'fised- No don lit, barm may have been doae^ 
by injudicious movements in this line. Ui£^| 
happily the less gifted may sometimes think 
they have special infiight. But, a rtaJly deep 
experience Buggegts useful hesitation in ra- 
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gard to Gxpresatog a judgment on the states 
of the living; as well as, on funeral occasionB, 
on tlio condition of the dead. 

*' Family viaito," as 1 hare kaown thenij 
on the part of those whom their Monthly 
Meetings could safely trust, even for sut'ii a 
service as thia,— have been nurturiug and 
comforting, atrengtheningj and confirniing — 
in a word, in a right sense of the ternij 
*' pafltcital." * I flay, in a right sense, from a 
jealousy (which mny be deemed overweening) 
of the application of this term to the service 
of those who are only true pastora when the 
qualification ifl upon them. 

Monthly Meetings eliuuld understand who 
are adapted for very special services (which 
may present to the unqualified) and who are 
noil and decide in wisdom as well as tender- 
nees. They may have to impede, even the 
upright in heart, who have not always a 
clear discemnient between things that differ. 
There is a wide difference between an im- 
pressionable and impulsive temperament, 
easily moved by religious excitement; and a 
calm yet ductile suaeeptibility of the tran- 

• At their concliimnn, tlip rnqiiiry, if mjthfTig wwra nn tlia 
mind (if t)ic vhil^iL of whii^h it miglil t>e a relief to speak, bu 
becQ foUuved. by Tolaiiblu rugolta. 
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quillizing operation and genuine suggcatiflii§.^ 
of the Holy Spirit 



XXIV,— BIRTHRIGHT MEMBERSHIP- 

It does not greatly aid the solution of i 
vexed question to affirm reapeetiug it thai 
" much viay be aaid on both sides/' And ytx 
this just deacribca the present inquiry. Mj 
aim, however, ia to suggest that the ptepou- 
deraiice is in favour of birthright membereliitL 

It is a far greater difficulty, in my view, lo 
have to decide at a given time as to co7iveT- 
sion (without the evidence of which w 
Christian body, aiu'sly, would admit to full 
church-membership) than to allow the chil- ■ 
dren of our people bo to grow up among us, 
under the care of the Church, a^ to promote I 
that conversion, whereby they would become i 
its living memhcrs, n 

The drawing of sharja lines, in reference tH 
religious condition, is repugnant to my sonse^ 
of these things. It ia coming in among our- 
Bolvca. We hi-^T, now, even in our meo 
of there being l»ut two states. 

It might be safer to lay down 
there arc but two ways, tbe broiwl and the 
narrow, as well as but two encb of th 
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■ways; and yet ore can see more than 
a transient struggle in getting out of one 
way and into the otlier ; for we do not 
leap over a bodge, as between linee that 
are parallel, from the broad into the nar- 
row. They lead in very oppo&itc directions : 
all are in the broad by nature ; few, in fact, 
none, make the transit close to the starting 
point. But we are told there are but two 
fitat^^, la this statement Scriptural ? I know 
w*? may find it in the heading of traets,^ and 
IE combhiation with other teaehiug that I 
disapproi^e, such aa too much looking to the 
minister, &c. &c», — but the true question is, 
do we find it in the Js'"ew Testament? I tliink 
not. The real turning point ia when Chriat 
ift found, believed in, and put om Nor ia all 
tbLs, though in elusc connexiou, the work of 
SL mcment. But "weariness" ia an initial 
state, "heavy ladenneaa" under the load of 
Bin is also a state ; yet not states of eon- 
demnation in the mind of Chriat, but states 
of preparation for Him. 

} ' LbI luf not be TT.iBundorBtMid na to Tracta i Had T none of 

L ourown ut liiLiii, I wcmlU dbtribute auu'li Jia ^'teftcli Jeaoa CLiiat," 

I ifhvlEjer 1 could ogret niili aXl tlieir coQUnLa or not 

I ua Impedtct ata.Ke, and havi; tu Bubmit tu iu condltjuun. 
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*■ Xone (says Newton) have ever come 
Jesus till reduceil to selMeqwir," and, tinlf'sa 
we bold to nncocditional dn^rees, and tli^H 
no gnce at all ever stirs in the eoul, that i^^ 
does not sare ; it cannot be denied that ^^ 
our condition nnder the oft^ lengtheoQ^^ 
process, by which we come to " self-despair, 
is a stale neither of conversion nor nncoj 
version, 

I shrink, therefore, entirely, fromtheChi 
having to come to a judgment upon eonvei^ 
sion, in order to membership ; and must 
deem that all the disadvantages of our present 
plan are far less than those which woul^H 
grow out of the choDgc. bow so much advo- 
cated, hy not a few for whose opinioi^ mu ch^ 
respect is justly entertained. ^| 

They may, however, take the ground that 
it ia not needful to be satisfied on the point 
of couverajon. previous to adniisiion- But if 
they do, let them see what it carries — e 
tliat a Christian body admits to a full eh 
membership the unconverted 1 

Can wc act up on the subject of an 
ftdmiasion, n distinction between the admitte 
— oa to whether or not some were l>om o: 
parents being members ? Undoubtedly, 
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has hteit a grievous lack, on the part of the 
committt^es of MontHj Meetinga, employed 
to coDfar with applicants for menilj<*rship on 
the ground of "convineement/' in coming to 
& oleaiT understanding whether these were 
experimentally convinced of the doctrines of 
Christianity, aa well as of the principles of 
Priends. But this not now being the case, 
of course one sees tliat, upon such applica- 
tions, we are throwd into the very difficulty, 
against the iVicreose of which I venture to 
pltiadj — the religious valuation of the appli- 
cantfii It cannot be helped, without the 
greater difficulty of letting us down alto- 
gether 06 a Chriatian Church. But it ia 
another thing to turn oat the children of our 
■people, in order that they also may be euV 
jected to the same ordeal, aud u.^ravate our 
own dilemma. It may, however, he asketl, 
would it be to any large eitent aggravated ? 
And would thoae, just williDg to remain as 
they arc, covet to pass through this ordoalt 
" If they would not dceirc it " (I hear replied) 
"they had better not belong to us,'* 

I think very difierently : they axe now 
subject to contact with, and to attractive 
ioiluenee bom, the Society- Even the less 
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considerate muBt feel that it was nof aa 
accident; it was id providential ordering thai 
there is the tic to oui church- This cm- 
aideration, we know, hae had a powerful ef- 
fect, in retaining among ua — all through licif 
course of indecision and inquiry, of weakncsi 
if not of vanity — those who have eventuaUj 
proved cur ^fted ministers and valiiabk 
members; it may also be having ita Btroi^ 
effect now, in the secret working of many an 
lanaettled yet seeking mind, of many a ooo- 
flicted yet " visited '' spirit ; and far be it 
from us to sever a tie to Friends, that maj 
be the very clew to a right niche in our own 
church, and in the uuiveraa! Cbnreh of CfariiL 
It cru scarcely be too much insist^ oo» 
for they who rush to conclusions, rcgardleti 
of collaterals, conBtantly ignore it — that, in 
working the ecckaiasical polity of a aouod 
and Christian body, there will be sometimfid 
but a choice of a.lternarives, none of them 
free from exception All the difficulties of a 
Bubject like this may not be sounded, or ovca 
teen. If they were thoroughly fathonie4 
they might he felt to weigh aguin&l the pro- 
pc»Bi-d change. 
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XXV. — HOW TO ACT TOWAUD OUR " YODNQEH 
MEMBERS " XJ?a>EE THE PRESENT PHASE OP 
OUR SOCIETY. 

We haYC to deal with things, not as we might 
wish them to he, but aa tliey are. Caiifomiity 
to the views of those that were older could 
foraiGrly be obtained in a larger degree than 
now; but if it were only superficial, and, 
espcciaUy, if estorti^d at the cost of lessened 
love and confidence between the youn^ and 
the old, between children and parents (or 
others having the charge) it was dearly pur- 
cliaaei More dearly atill, if enforced at the 
expense of sincete though youthful conviction. 
But now, it is no longer to be had at the 
bands of the youngor members : many causes, 
which have been glanced at in foregoing 
papers, and need not therefore l>c repeated — 
have contributed to this reatdt it ia one, 
at all evcntSj that ia plainly before ns, and 
which, whether we like it or not, we cannot 
ignore, Wiadomj I tbiut, preacribes that we 
should recognize it ; lay our account with it : 
and 60 far submit to it, aa to acquiosec in a 
f present phase of things among us which we 
I are unable altogether to approve. Educated 
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intcUigencQ will thinh; and we find it 
alliance with aa independence tliat 
think for itself. Much that is good^ a! 
Rtrengtheijs this alliance ; ao tliat it would 
vain, L'veii if it were deaixcd, to ftiy to tlu 
tide of new thought and opinion that rolls 
''hitherto ahalt thou como, but no fuith 
I do not, however, bdievo that there is, 
yet, an unbecoming diaregord to the riewa 
and feeiinge of the older. There is still a 
more than involuntarj tribute to exj^eriemr ; 
and much to work upon, in tbia way, if tlw' 
working be conscientious and judieioaa. 
Let there be a disposition to shew, in tliu 
meekneaa of wisdom, those bearings of the 
yariona qucationa thut may be aomo' 
"vexed/' which are likely to escape the 
osperienciPtd ; to " makft interpretations 
to reaolre doubts," in the coiifidei\ce 
candid reception ; and we maj- luodi^ 
opinions that we could not lead. The day i« 
past for a66uniLug an authoiity that cannol 
bo maintained ; and that, by reason of tlie 
character of our times, may be considt-red tf 
loat. lint to make way for this poiver^ oft 
the part iif older Fi'iuii<l«, to come ia help 
fully for the modifying of advanced opiuiom 
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there must be reciprocity in comraunication, 
I alioitlil t.liink morn highly of the ''Social 
Meetings" that, with excellent pui'posc, tire, 
now known among us, if interchange, rathtr 
than disquisition, had been their object and 
character: if views came out tha,t call for 
gentle correction ; and opinions, that practi- 
cally prevail without rectification, were 
brought nnder notice anrl revisiou. It dties 
'jiQt appear that remarks, which run into 
preachmg, and are all on ony side, a\^ail much, 
lo factj when thero ia a subject before ua, 
requiring direct and int-illi^ent treatment, 
whether in meetings for discipline (or church- 
order) ; in the consideration of the state of 
the Society, or on otlier occasions, it is M^tli 
that the disliucUon between delivering an 
addreaa and taking jjart in a diseusaion. 
should be carefully marked I have not seen 
much advantage in pi-actice (while there is 
a disadvantage in principle) from this fusion 
of observations, however inati-uetivc, with 
what must be accepted as ministiy. The 
occasions in que-Htion may be the right sphere 
for the movements of tlnnse who are the 
helpers of the church in being " apt to teach ;" 
but it would be another thing, and one that 
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couhl not truly help the church, to be "'a 
ki preach" in connexion with subjccta tbi 
should be those of conference rather thnn 
of Jiortatory monologue. There -vrotild obo 
lie n danger, in such mingling of pi-eacliing 
with remarks, f>f lowering the e,gtiination of 
:i *" spiritual gift;'* and of confusing "t^^ 
ing'" with "preaching/' which (as bcf 
appears in these notes) seems to mc whai 
should not have place among ua. 

But to return to the main subject, unrli-r 
our present ciicumatonces, a mutual conti- 
deuce between old and young as to the 
motives by which each are awfiyed goes fur 
to bring each nearer to each in the bond o( 
a mutual s3Tnpathy. The younger may 6 
u liberty, in cerbaiu lines of action, from "vrhi 
t]ie older coidd wish they felt restraineil; 
yet thia should not prevent the sympathies of 
the latter fiom iltiwijig fortli to their yuimgcr 
friends in their various and eommondablc 
t-ttbrt^ for the benefit, spiritual and temporal, 
of those around thera. There may have hi^a 
Boiuewhat of an ansiety, too restless and ap- 
prchonBivc, re3pcctingour"youEgermcnal*cra." 
of Jater time. More ease of mind in Icaviu^^ 
them with the master ao many of them aiv 
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desiriug to Eerve, would, I venture to think, 
bo pe Tjccoming in itficlf^ and would work 
better in the end. Hopca are often fmitful, 
while anxietiea arc barren. The watchword 
may be, even iiot too much to interfere with 
the convictions, concenie, and services of the 
younger. If they require more hght, let it 
fihine upon them throu^rh the living instruc- 
tion of the holy and self-denying example of 
the older. Nor would anjlhing be so hkoly 
to attract the aflfcctiona of the younger more 
closely to the church of their fathers, than to 
ta-ke knowledge of their elder brethren that 
they have been with Jeaua : and that, while 
advanced experience has mellowed into toler- 
ance, and ripened into holiness, it has only 
confirmed in the settled belief that the way 
of our own people is the more excellent way. 
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MINOR NOTES. 



I. Do the Qiiertes to Ministers and Eld^ 
affect unach-io\vled(jed Mmtsters ; f/r 
should they he considered as Imving fl»y 
refereiice to such? 

Thssf Meetings being underatoocl to kave a 
care over the miniatiy among them, * as tha 
iiaturii of G uy case^ may inquire/' I can haicUjr 
doubt hut that they flhould take into th«r 
coDsideratioDj when deliberating on the foUTth 
Query, tho state of their wnacknowledged u 
well aa ackocwledged miiiistry. At least, iu 
tin; pn3sent atate of the Society, and of not a 
few niectinga, the subject should be vtij' 
seriously before Ministers and Elders; and 
would seem, without much atrabiing the 
point, to come very auitably irto vilmv by 
means of tliie query. T should think it 
could scarcely be fully answered, when this 
is quite overlooked. It does not seem to mr 
tbat tile thTee other queiies cjiu refer to any 
but the members of the lueetiiig. 
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h£. Ministers in Busine&sJ* 

U^'LE33 they are fully occupied in those 
intervala of religious service (which I must 
take leave to submit aboiild be uot very few 
nor far between) witli Boma other aeeiilar or 
philanthropic 'work, they are much better in 
business. They come out much fresher from 
occasional retreats* They should be taking 
ill at home also, aa well as giving out abroad. 
I l)elieve it to be positively iujurious to tJie 
imier life of religion, to be cctnatantly engaged 
in public service for religion. There are, of 
coLu^e, exceptional cases; as in those of 
ambassadors for Christ, rightly commieeioned 
from other lands^ who may have to go on 
"preaching" for years together. But secular 
occupation, the l>eflt sort, being bencToleiit 
labours for the benefit of others; businesa 
and profeaaiori, under the due limits; the 
engagements of the student and the author — 
all these have not only their place but tbcir 
value. They relieve the teuaion, and allay 
the excitement of continual religious 
action. The chimge in the cuirent of 
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thought aa well as occupation ia peculiaj 
wholesome. 

It was not without some sense of al 
that I bear*!, many years ago, of oiie of 
niinietera having given up busijiess to be) 
liberty to devote himself to preaching. Jt 
is not merely that the w^^occupied are cfi- 
dangerod by their "idle hands;" but thai 
the occupied in cODstant and exclusively 
lehgiouB labours, are also in danger, and havf 
tlieir special lieaetments. For mind and bodv. 
Boul and spirit, salutary change is good, 

3. Pi/llic demojistratiom of disunity i 

^ninisiers. 

Surely thtj latter part of this Minute (B 
Discipline, page 151, small edition) vm 
framed with a strange lapeo of its lead 
and very important subject. The re 
ahoidd be, I submit, — "and if private co 
to the 2^^^'^i/ ^^ dcnwiistrating, bo uimv 
ing , . , towhichhehehmtjs^'* Ibis not o 
mirvL^Ilous, but stultifyiag, that the poi 
of the minuto should be turned from 
offender it was intended to rebuke-, rtnd' 
brought to liear against the minieter aggrieved 
by the otfeucc. Itathcr la the chuieh 
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grieved, and its well-beiDg imperilled, unleas 
fliich a. grave offence be jutlicially viaited. 

I hold Ihere ia no filter -subject for the full 
and ultimate exercise of discipline, subject 
always to repentance and amendment. 1 see 
not^ I confess, that a Discipline is entitled to 
rcsi>cct, which does not restrain open opposi- 
tion, on the part of members, to the accredited 
miniatera of our church* Such "demonstra- 
tions" iire disalloved by tlie rule, against 
"any minister" and rightly ao ; but certainly 
this heavy offence ia aggravated when it 
combines public condemnation of the act of 
the church in acknowledgment, with public 
opposition to the aciaiowlcdgcd miniater. 

In looking ftvex the minatea, this surj^rising 
lapse has struck me much. Is there, upon 
this miniite — if Sitiiti'risyn shouM, in this 
form of it, ever again afflict Friends, any 
adequate defence, unless it be modified ac- 
cording to my "reading?" It is the very 
aame thing, and, in this respect, in the very 
same aliape, that so greatly troubled our 
predecessors ; the public assertion by such 
*'demorjatrations" ofiui imlividual judgment 
over the judgment of the church j and to 
the censure of ita accredited miriisterB, 
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Roliert Barclay wi'ote his admu-ablc ' 
of the Kantera" to put it do\rtL I LopeiR 
maj never have occasion t-o rejiriiit nmi 
PiL'caliile that powerful and imanswOTaU* 
philippic an|aiDst those wlio scatter the flockr 
drive away the lambs, and disturb die peaa 
of tlie churcL 



4' Friends' SevTtiOTis in Print 

I GREATLY difllike the printing of the 
drcBSca of our minifltora If wc read oi 
printed eermons of popular preacher»,i 
find a connexion and artangcment, an 
of illiiHtrdtiou and enilielliMhiuent, tlial 
theci almost ba well to read as to hear, 
reasonable allowance for the life and wanntb 
of oral delivery. It is totally diifenjnt « 
respects the miniatrationa of Fricnda ; 
they appear to incalculable disadvantage 
piper. Printing faiia altogether in re[ 
dueing the effect of these extempore oomrnunJ- 
cationa. The solemn impreasioaa on 
minds of those who rightly apeak in 
meetings for worship, g^ve an experimeni 
cspreaeiveneas to what is spoken that, takcnj 
in connexion with the "feeling of the mi 
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ing " at the time, bo tincturee and vivifiea the 
complexion of the addreaa, that, on paper, 
it cannot bo recognized as any true likeness. 
ThoMe only who nre a.c^^uaLnLed witli our 
meetings can fully uuderstund thia, and to 
them there bi no need of insisting on the 
point that the addresses of 0X0" ministers 
cannot be rendered, with any fairness, into 
print. It especially belongs to these im- 
prompiu addrcasea, that no adequate trana- 
cript of them can \ie committed to tbe press. 
It is like eKpressiou in the countenance, of 
which^ the moat correct fac-simile of the mere 
linoEimenta, utterly fails La making any fair 
representation- 

My attention has been recently drawn to 
this sTibject, by meeting with the lyrinttd 
*' Sermon" of one of our most eminent 
ministers (now, alas, no more !) whom I 
never heard, often as I have bad that privilege, 
without feeling his communications to be 
lively and edifying in no common degreti 
J confess it ahnoat shoeked mc to observe 
how poorly {in cnmpariaon) read an addrcHS, 
which, I drjubt not in the Iciiat, was 
accompanied in the delivery by that unction, 
impression, and power, which were wont so 
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largely to attend this beloved and lameatai 
one in his favoured ministry. 




5. Morning Meeting. 

This mpcting, Taluable as it is, haa bi 
resorted to, for "liberations," morti fruvly 
lat^ yeara thaa formerly; niori? perhaps 
the Yearly Meeting designed in using tlkc 
strong expression, " when gro-tt ineoDvcmcm^ 
would ensue from "W'aiting for the occmrenw 
of the Yearly Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders." For all Friends in those stat 
were iolenJed to havo a voice on this 
cisive occa.'^ion, of the last resort^ in tl 
weighty matters. And those at a didtance 
cannot but take notice of being a\ipeKsedeA 
especially whea what appears but a reas 
able delay would have reached the Yi 
Meeting of Miuiatera and Eldere. I think it 
W!L3 oxpected, when the oiinute was frameti 
that so mueh deliberation should attend such 
important movements, in every step of the 
proceedingflj that recourse to the inorQing 
moctiug, under auch bare permiaaion. would 
be vtTv iufre["|ucnt, and receive little en 
cDuragemeiiL At the siime time, dow tliftt 
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aeveu out of twenty select Quarterly Meet- 
ings compose the morning meeting, it must 
be admitted that, upon a good attendaiice, 
this part of tbc body is moro fairly repre- 
sented than heretofore. 

When the morning meeting liberates for 
foreign parts, it has to inform the Meeting 
for SiiiferingR, that it may be "aiding in the 
proHeentioo of the eoneern." This is done 
by verbal message only, as these meetings 
have no other relation to each other. Indeed, 
aa to the latter, itfl pox-t is auch a purely per- 
fanctory one, and it is taken so much for 
granted it so "aida," that it makes no report 
10 3.UJ meeting of w^hat it has done in the 
eitse ; it ia true that the Yearly Meeting 
directs that liberations, either of the select 
Yearly Meeting or its morning meeting, ehall 
l>e i-eported to itself; but nothing more. 
The foregoing Bhcws what great roBponsibili- 
tiea may devolve upon this representative 
"morning meeting," It only meets, of later 
time, four times in the year, and it would be 
{I believe) to the comfort of Friends, and to 
the real help of the church, if its memberSj 
in the seven asasociated meetings, could make 
a point of duly attending it. 
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6. Small Meetings for Dii^ciplim 
There is an opea difficulty in getting 
aatisfactorily kept up, especially bj 
younger members. Yet, in thia alactocas 
there ia loaa to tlicmaelvea, (as well as to lie 
body), and that in various ways. Nor, oni' m 
apt to thiDk, can it Le. pleasant, on consitliLjt 
tiou, for tLem to see that, thus, tliey 
wanting to the Society, from which, in 
training and care, they have received mu^^ 
and wanting alao to those, whom they ^^| 
cause to esteem and love, in the cheer of tleS' 
presence, whicli ■would gladden their decliut | 
Our young Fmnds wlio attend thi^ Te^irly ■ 
Meeting are very aensible of the interest B8 ! 
well ns the weight of its proceedings. I ' 
think thoj'' should boar in mind tliat the I 
small meetings in question are hut branches, 
of it ; and that, without its eonatitueiita, it 
could not be the repreaentativc body that il 
ia. Would not thia supply a motive for 
weateuing, any furtlier, any part of its 
atituency ; and for not despising its smal 
ramifications ? 

r Friands in Farciyti Paris, 
I HOPE it ia not from disirgnrd to wlmt 
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be, OS they tliink, Lclpfol and coijifortiLig to 
them, tliat I adhere to the view, that it ia 
wise to refrain from affiliating, or annexing 
to our Teixrly Mt-eting, the meetings of 
Friends in otlier and distant lands. All that 
can he done to cheer and strengthen, seems 
t^ me already done well, in the LDstructive 
comniunicabione of the Meeting for Siafieringe. 
In some cases, Norway for instance, any lean- 
ing upon our Yearly Meeting might not be n. 
good result. In othei-a, remote distance alone 
suggests how far it ean he desirable to under- 
take fresh responsibility -without the power 
to estend oversight and care, 

S. Minutm's' Companions. 

There has been a preference ftjr these not to 
be mini«t*^B themselves. On important and 
prolonged engagements, it will, doubtless, be 
a relief to thoeo mth whom the core, in this 
reapeet, rcata (the Meeting for Sufibrings) 
that they be "suitably aeeompanicd," when 
anitable Friends oii'er themselves to that 
meeting Auil If a niuiiater tlo so, and the 
proposal Is felt to he a right one, it shoidd be 
renienihered that advanti^ges, as well as the 
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contrary, attach to the companion being 
in the ministry. It ia not likely tbat one' 
oCTering simply as sucli companion, will be, 
ail in the wnt/ of tlie liberated minister ; 
rather may sometimes^ in eireunistances 
make it of great value, (ypen a door for 
The feUow-fccling ie a help^ no lesa thaai 
solace. Andj in the caae, especially, of 
foreign Fiienda, lalwnting in this couiitr)" fai 
from tlieir ''Friends at liome,*' the heicg 
^dlowt?d to j^iLain st fellow -worker, in scctbI 
exercise^ if not much more, may almost et 
elude the painful sense, in going from pUoc 
to place among new faces, of being sA * 
stranger in a strange land Yet, as this nlaw 
applies to other feeKng Friends, elders or not 
there need be no discouragement to such 
companionship, when it may aa^m best. It 
is pleasant to think, in touching a subject 
that comes home to the feelings — the trials 
and weights of the travellers so for £ro» 
home, who have to waah and anoint evftn 
when conflicted and burdened — it is pleaauil 
to think of the kind and even tender attnr 
tions they bo generally receive on tbflie 
*' missions,'* 
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9. Expenses o/MinistGrs Travelling. 

This subject ia alluded to in proof tliafc 
Friends do not ignore what they suppose to 
be meant by the words that they who preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel When 
our Ministers are in the work, none probably 
are better cared for: every acconiniodation 
being pro\'idcd, and every cost defrayed. 
Indeed, what, aa compared with a life-pro- 
viaiou, is lost in time, one might alnicst deem 
was gainty'l in power, when we contrast thy 
manner in which our ministers have been, 
sometimes, forwarded, with that iti which 
aomc others have to contend with so many 
outward difficulties, and much fatigue, in 
purauing their labours, I have known a 
vessel and sailors, and large oulfif^ provided, 
where one Fnenrl thought that mode of pro- 
ceeding, in far distant seas, wonid anit him 
beat Another, in home-service, had desired 
to get across the country in dcop snow to 
Bome meeting, and I hava known a carriage 
and four ordered out accortlingly. Not that 
just these measures axe often taken ; 1 should 
be sorry if they were, but these inntancea 
suffice to shew how ungrudgingly Friends 
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undertake for their ministers, 7/?/itf7i in lia 

though it is obvious that a Society wbi 

docs not recognize a ** general tali," Ifut onl' 

occasLorml aervices under a special one, eann 

make for its miniatera a permanent ptoviaion. 

If some should be rather atumhled at oflT 

Yearly Meetiu-r having to bear the cost of 

American Friends, in those visits on the Con- 

tineut for which they have been act at hberty 

bj' their own meetinga — ^let it be remoml>ereJ 

that the Ubcration b not cffectTiol until omt 

aelect Yearly Meeting has sanctioned it : anJ 

therefore thert? ia an aasimilation to the usual 

course of the liljeru,ting meeting fumisiuiig 

the funds, 

10. Resirpiations of Memher^ip. 

These should be always treated serio' 
ThG parting should not tixke place wit 
the good desires of the church, both felt and 
expressed, for the scccdei ; who oft«n, uptm 
religious ground only, takes the atop, lint I 
have doubted for maJiy years the advantage 
iif taking letters of I'esLguation upon ov 
hooka. In same plaeea, it i« giveji up, iinj 
the minute stiites that such '*a letter has bwn 
roceived'\uot ''the following letter/ ftccor 
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to the practice of copying it on the Monthly 
Meeting book) ; which atiitement is sufticienfe 
A resigi^Jitton, it is ohvious, might he sent in, 
not in ^uod feeling toward tlie Society. It 
might even draft a Bkllful case against our 
Teligious principles, that, if standing atone, 
without explftiiatiou or refutation, might be 
to their piY-jadice. I canucft think that 
Monthly Meetings should allow theu' hooks 
to subserve such a uaa Every equitjihle 
purpose of aaaigniug riiasona is met by the 
letter being read in the meeting which has 
to judge of the acceptance ; and where, alao, 
any remark, in reply to flllegationa, can bo 
made for the benefit of tbose who liear them. 



11. Testunonies, 

If it wore not for the excellent effL^ct which 
oftrcn marks the I'Cflding of them in the 
Yearly Meeting, coming in, as thvy do, 
among the Answers to Queries — not to all 
present the most iuteresling or lively depart- 
ment of the proceedings — if it were not for 
thia» I could hh willing that such memorials 
should be confined to the ''Annual Monitor," 
it is ver>'' painful to not a few — though, as it 
lies with the chuicii, they may leave no 
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requeat against it— to think ihet/ may be 
made tliiia to occupy tlie attention of Friends. 
However, I am glad tliat, by tlie present 
regulation, TeatimonieB are not limited lo 
minifitera; and also to observe that greAt^ir, 
aoncieeneaa now prevails. 

While it ia most true, as the minute Cfr' 
pres.^ea, that *'tlie object is not eulogy;' 
ueithf^r ehould it be, 1 think, so to "imjewr 
the occasion'' aa to bring into view, pn> 
mlnyntly, infirmities and failures. A aen- 
sible heathen axiom says, ''nothing of the 
dead but good/' I very much hold to 
this : and that a great wrong is do&' 
to Home of the best feelings of our QatHK 
(which grace panctionSj while it siuictifie*) 
by tbe diagging into public notice ibf 
"spots and blemishes'* of the deparud 
Moralizing ou theii' faults is but a aony 
mode of benefit to their survivors. Lifei^ 
the time to speak of failings to those who 
have them, rand to do it "in privacy ami 
tenderneRB.'^ Nor, even in tljL»ir liietime, u^ 
we to tell their faults to others. If we should 
not "peep and botanize" over the gmveii of 
out fricnde ; let us not, to point a mooL 
" draw their frailtifis" from the tonib ! 
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l^.The connexion of the 1st and 4th un- 
a/iswGt^d Qitcrics, and afeiv word^ on the 
subject of the 4th. 

''Do you exercise a judicioua rcligioua can^ 
OTBT your younger members ?" &c. TLin 
purport of tln^ 4th 'i/j/,a.Ufiwert!(l query seeius 
"beat to tally with that of the 1st as to ''the 
religious state of your meeting " &c, and 
where these 4 queriea are divitled, so as for 
only tlic half to come before a mcctiBg at 
once, I think it would be well thus to take the 
1st and 4th together, and the 2d and 3d at 
another time. The importance uf the subject 
of the 1th C!in be seiircely oven-ated in the 
true sense of "judicious religious care," which 
does not alwaye lead to much obvious action- 
The law of kindnesa, an open door, a cordial 
welcome, and a bright exataple, are very 
efficient means for obtaining a right influence 
over the young. Beyond this, the efficaey 
of much intermeddling may Iw doubted. 
Our times call the more for wise intercourse 
as thsy lose allow of active core. Attempts 
to guide and to restrain muat now be /elt 
rather than seeti. The earnest and intelli- 
gent young iy/7/ sti'ike out paths for them- 
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aelvea ; and who shall say that it is not Iitat 
they should ? It ia the law of progn^a 
And the oldev, wlio rlwell in the lui^ekiit'as wf 
true wisdom, learn to look on it 'with tqui- 
nimit)'. They see that in the church, as is 
all elae, progression and development coneifit 
witii divine ordering, and they becoiii£ 
thoaghtfid lest, in reaiatance to new fortt^ 
they ill any wise thwai't the appointment of 
God. It IS liest to eonSde in tlie "upright 
in heart/' whether we can quite go along witli 
them or not *'The righteous Lord lovctK 
TighteouaiiGaa, His countenance doth heboid 
the upright;" and what are ive to turn our 
own away? Even when we have our ap- 
prelieiisiona, prayer is a better defence tliao 
fear. Anxiety, though it hua rather a 
look, is always weakening, and oft^n self-' 
villeA The complaiiiera are in some danger 
of losing perception of the divine will: 
"they murmured in their tents, and heai*. 
kened not unto the voice of the Lord." Al 
calm acquioicence with *'the law of pi-ogrLWi 
seems to mark a ripe experience ; and con- 
tentmeut with being left bc'hind is no m«ailj 
degree of aelf-rcnunoiation. It may haw 
been a great midtakc to be iifrtiiJ of cjiliati 
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the energies of the young in the aorvicc of 
the church. "Nothing veuturej nothing have/ 
applies emphatically here. If wh would 
obtain the workiDg powi^r of vigour, we 
muat not wait till praetieo makes perfect, 
but take the rist of Bomc mistakes from 
inexperience. 

Whether our young people will more gene- 
rally get intc harness for the religicus w^ork 
of their tlay, under the true " prej^imiiona of 
the heart," and upon the gi-ound of our 
Chi-istiau principles, is a most iutereating 
question. Upon it^ in fact, depends the hope 
of ft prospci'ong future for the Society of 
Friends. Nor will the universal church ever 
see our system fairly illustrated, uiitil our 
youug men iind onr strong men, bowing at 
tlie name of Jesus, and submitting to Hja 
baptism, receive the gifts as wt^II as the p;i"aees 
of the Spirit. Then would many of them be 
made able ministers of the New Testament j 
their aanctified energy and subserving in- 
tellect would be used to the gloiy of God 
and to the spreading of truth aud righteoua- 
utiss In the earth. Then would our meetings 
be so lively and so edifying that all hanker- 
ing for new adjuncts would die away; the 
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presence of Christ would be felt in the silence 
and His power in the ministrations. There 
would then be no complaining in our streets 
Happy is the people that is in such a case, 
yea (in this theocratiG sense), happy ia that 
people whose God is the Lord ! 
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